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Editorial

Welcome to another great edition of your Rowde
Village News. In this issue we have excellent
reports and articles from the village’s schools,
clubs, societies and other organisations and one
or two new features.

If you would like to know what bellringing is all
about and how it all works then have a look at
the excellent feature article on pages 20 and 21.
There are also some very good reports in the

local news pages - there’'s Rosie Weeden’s super
account of her trip to Peru to work on community and
conservation projects on pages 24 and 25, the visit
to a local cafe by two stars of the Celebrity Traitors
TV program on page 26, some good news about an
approved speed restriction on the A361 at Caen Hill
on page 26, an introduction to Deni Durant who is
the new Parish Council Clerk on page 25 and a sad
farewell to Alisdair Kennedy who was a well loved
resident of Furlong Close for 32 years. You can read
about him in his obituary on page 26.

The survey about the controversial Dunkirk Hill
footpath has been repeated in this issue. Please
take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire on
page 16 and send it back to the Parish Council.
The magazine itself has some news in that we
have a new Advertising Manager taking over

from Julie Baker. Her name is Lesley Henderson
and her contact details are published in the next
column. Julie Baker will be doing a handover for
this issue and the next but | take this opportunity to
thank her for all the great work she has done over
the past 15 years. Without her efforts your free
magazine would simply not exist!

And well done Jane Moss for submitting the very
unusual cover photo, taken during the recent eclipse.
Finally, please note that | now have an email address
just for magazine use. ltis rvneditor1@gmail.com

Mind how you go, Ed

This magazine is brought to you thanks to Jam
Print Design & Printing and all the advertisers

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and
white in hard copy and delivered free to every
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does
not wish any particular details (photographs,
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the
World Wide Web then they are advised not
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Contributors please also note:

The deadline for articles and any changes to
advertisements is the 15" of every second month.

Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the
team is already stretched, we very much regret
we are unable to accept requests of this nature
except in very special circumstances, when there
will be a small charge.

Views expressed in this magazine are those of its

contributors. They do not necessarily represent
the views of the magazine’s editorial team.
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Front Cover Image

The very unusual photo on the front cover was
taken by Jane Moss during the recent eclipse.
You've played a blinder there Jane, well done!

Join #teambowelcancer

We want a future where nobody dies of bowel
cancer. Our campaigners work with us to
help save lives and improve the quality of

life of everyone affected by bowel cancer.
Together we can make real change happen by
championing early diagnosis and access to
best treatment and care across the UK.

Email us at admin@bowelcanceruk.org.uk
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MONDAY CLUB NEWS

Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

Monday Club members have been very thankful for
the Hub’s air-conditioned environment during this
summer’s heat waves. We have mainly enjoyed

in house and local visitors over the past couple of
months. Our ‘Members’ Musical Choices’ momings
always go down well and in July we had the last
group of songs and music from flms —we are now
collecting the next set of selections on the theme of
‘Reminders of Summer’ so hopefully these will cheer
us up on dull autumn and winter days. Lesley treated
us to a demonstration of summer flower arranging
and Kate completed her slide show of Birds of
Gambia — beautiful and colourful on both occasions!

We also enjoyed music from Mistral, a local wind
instrument group, which played a selection of popular
songs that we could sing along to. Mistral have
become regular visitors to Monday Club and we look
forward to having them with us again in December.

What's coming up at Monday Club:

September 14th — our own Alan Pengelly singing,
accompanied by his guitar

September 21st — the first set of ‘Members’ Music
Choices’ — summer theme

October 5th — A talk and slideshow about Venice
from John Drew

We will be holding our annual autumn Fund Raising
Event on Saturday 7th November in the Hub —we will
be serving tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes
and, as usual, there will be a raffle, Bottle Tombola, £1
in the bucket as well as various art, craft and charity
stalls selling a selection of interesting things.

Anyone is welcome to come along and join us
on Monday mornings from 10am for coffee, chat
and entertainment or maybe you’re interested

in joining Monday Club - if so, please contact:
Carol on 01380 850925 or Cathy on 850555.

ROWDE LADIES CLUB

On August 11th Members of the Ladies Club met
in the Village Hall and started the afternoon by all
enjoying an ice lolly as it was a very warm day!
This was followed by a good ‘Catch Up’ over a
cuppa and cake!

Raffle winner was: Mrs. C. Sault.

The next meeting was held on September 8th,
again in the Village Hall and that afternoon we
used our Senses by feeling objects in boxes,
smelling various Herbs etc and remembering
objects on a tray. Many thanks to Mrs. Morris for
arranging these games. Winners were: Mrs. K.
Brock, Mrs. C. Sault and Mrs. D. Buckland.

Raffle winner was: Mrs. C. Morris.

Next meetings - October 13th and November
10th and Christmas Dinner in December.

Di Buckland
Page 4

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL

A Jigsaw and Book Sale will be held on Nov. 7th.
in the Village Hall 2-4pm.

Admission 50p. (See poster below).

<\ Rowde Village Hall 7,

JIGSAW

AND

BOOK SALE

_November 7th
F 2pm to pn_1

— —
___,-

-""'--___._...---

Monday Club
Fundraising Event

Saturday November 7th
10.00 - 12,00 in The Hub
Tea, Coffee, Cake
Christmas Hamper Raffle
Christmas Crafts, Gifts and Decorations

Bottle Tombola, £1 in the bucket

Please come along and support us
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| ROWDE BOOK CLUB

Meetings are generally held on the fourth Wednesday evening of the month. Contact Ann on

01380 724788 for further info.
'ﬁ}
2020
Booker
Prizes

BOOK REVIEWS
‘Shuggie Bain’ by Douglas Stuart

Shuggie Bain is the debut novel by Scottish American writer Douglas
Stuart, published in 2020. The novel was awarded the 2020 Booker Prize,
making Stuart the second Scottish winner in its 51 year history. Shuggie
Bain was also a finalist in a number of other literary competitions.

The novel tells the story of the youngest of three siblings,15 year old
Shuggie, growing up with his alcoholic mother Agnes in 1980s post-
industrial working class Glasgow, Scotland.

It is set in the Thatcher era, a time when Glasgow’s coal mining and heavy
industry collapsed, leaving widespread poverty and despair.

Shuggie’s mother is a proud, glamorous woman who dreams of a better life, but

she sinks deeper into alcoholism after her unfaithful husband abandons the family. SII uuﬂ I B H HI"

Shuggies older siblings leave home to escape their chaotic home life whilst
Shuggie remains to care for his mother. Shuggie struggles to understand his
own identity and is bullied and ostracised for his effeminate traits.

The book explores an intense, unbreakable bond of love between a son and his mother, showing
both the tenderness and brutality of living with a parent’s addiction.

Those who had read the book found it a challenging yet quite compelling read. Whilst the book

was not biographical it was said to be heavily inspired by the author’s own childhood growing up in
Glasgow. This in some ways made it a harder read but it was felt it gave insight into the complexities
faced in families living in such difficult situations and the impact on the individuals and how they had
to develop their own coping strategies in order to survive and overcome their adversities.

DOUGLAS STUART

‘The Artist’ by Lucy Steeds
This is a debut historical fiction novel set in 1920’s Provence in the The
aftermath of W.W.1. Artist |

At this time there were real world institutional barriers faced by female
artists, excluded from prestigious institutions such as the Academie des
Beaux-Arts in Paris.

Joseph Adelaide, a young journalist travels to the South of France
hoping to write a profile of the reclusive celebrated artist, Edouard
Tartuffe (Tata)whose works he greatly admires.

The rude, overbearing Tartuffe lives in a remote farmhouse with only his
niece Ettie.

He had been known as the Master of Light and famed for his bright
compositions but then he withdrew from the world of light and colour of
his contemporaries like Paul Cezanne.

Tata reluctantly allows him to stay if he models for his new painting - “Young Man with Orange”

Joseph poses for hours and tries to get information from Tata and Ettie for his articles, eventually discovering
some of their secrets and forming a relationship with the quiet, dutiful but very downtrodden Ettie.

His first article is a great success and good for business, so Tata allows him to stay for his next
project - “The Feast” and he discovers an awful lot more about a very talented, Ettie.

“The Artist” is an intriguing and cleverly constructed story, beautifully written and a worthy winner
of Waterstones Book of the Year award 2025.

For the first time ever, every member of the Book Club absolutely loved it.
Highly recommended!
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ROWDEY COW NEWS

As we recover from the busy, hot Summer holidays
we look forward to planning our Halloween, Charity &
Christmas Events later this year.

We have waved our Summer Student Staff back to uni with
our annual Rowdey Cow Rounders evening which was
competitive as ever and we look forward to seeing them
again at Half Term & Christmas! (photo at bottom of page)

Matthew from Furlong Close who has worked here ona
Tuesday for over 10 years now has sadly refired but he has
assured us he will be back to see us for his tea and ice cream!
We would like to thank him and wish him all the best!

We would like to thank SB Mentoring students for
providing us with the fantastic farm animal trail they
made for our customers to complete throughout the
summer holidays.

Our Welcoming Wednesdays, which originated from
the Marmalade Trust's helping to combat loneliness
week, have become a regular feature from 9.30-11.30
every Wednesday morning where you can come along
with your crafts, crocheting or a good book and sit and
chat or sit peacefully with a group of friendly people and
enjoy some complimentary pastries.

e T A >

Free Flake Friday is back on for after school treats
every Friday.

On the evening of October the 10th we are hosting
the charity, Fear Free’s, Fundraising Fire Walk which
anyone can enter or watch!

W%

Then in half term we will have our Pumpkin Picking and
Carving sessions and a fancy dress competition and
some Halloween Crafts & Kid's movies too.

Our Breakfast with Santa tickets are about to go online
and we are busy planning our Christmas Extravaganza
evening on the 20th November.

We are excited to welcome our two newest residents
next week when our two goats are arriving.

Our new Autumn Food Menu & Christmas Party Buffets
created by Carl is being launched this week with some
delicious new additions.

Karen is busy working on some Autumnal & Festive
Ice Cream Flavours soon to be launched in the café.
Charley has some fantastic Autumnal Hot Drinks ready
for our customers too.

There is still plenty to enjoy here even though Summer
is coming to an end so please keep coming to see us in
the Autumn and Winter months

Sue
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD

Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL
Tel: (01380) 722412 Fax: (01380) 727890

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust

</l BoBBY AN |

|| —— s o]

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly,
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse.
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting
the appropriate security devices. If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please
contact us to arrange a visit.
Tel No: 01380 861155 Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

BEWLEY

Funeral Directors Limited

E=ST 1970 Our ﬁ_lrruf},' are here ﬁn' VOUT fr_nruiji

Devizes local family funeral service EST. 1970
Three generations of experience, personal values and professional service

24 Hour Service | Home Visits | Simple or Bespoke Funerals | Pre-paid funeral plans | memorials

Devizes 01380 728008
Golden & Office & Chapel: 64 New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DP

AAAAAAAAA

Over 100 reviews at www.bewleyfunerals.com
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their bright future

A brilliant start to a new school year

We have had a brilliant start to the new school year at Rowde
C of E Academy. September is always a huge transition for
children and families — new classrooms, new teachers, new
routines and, for some, a completely new school — but it has
been wonderful to see how quickly everyone has settled.
School already feels busy, purposeful and full of life again.

This September has been particularly special as we have
welcomed 34 new children and their families into our Rowde
community. Twenty-three children have joined our Reception
class, with a further 11 children joining us across Years 2 to 6,
taking us to over 130 children.

Starting or changing school is a huge milestone at any age,
and we are so proud of how billiantly our new children have
begun their Rowde journey — making friends, exploring their
classrooms and quickly becoming part of our school family.
Our Reception children have already been leaming about our
Rowde values and what it means to Leam, Grow and Love
together, including thinking about having ‘kind hands’ when
we play and learn with others.

At the other end of the school, we have also appointed our
new pupil leaders for the year, including our Head Boy, Head
Girl, deputies and House Captains. Children put themselves
forward through written applications, interviews and speeches
to their Houses before votes were cast. We were incredibly
proud of the confidence, thought and enthusiasm they showed,
and we are looking forward to seeing them grow into their roles
as ambassadors and role models across the school.

Learning, growing and loving

As always, we have got straight into the brilliant learning our
curriculum has to offer. Reading continues to sit at the heart
of what we do, with carefully chosen books helping to bring
leamning to life across the school.

Reception are exploring All About Me through a range of picture
books; Year 1 have begun their Joumeys topic alongside Mrs
Amitage; Year 2 are exploring Come Outside and all things
Paddington; Years 3 and 4 have travelled back to the Bronze and
Iron Ages with The Stolen Spear; and Years 5 and 6 are leaming
about Japan, with Kensuke’s Kingdom at the heart of their reading.

Our older children began Kensuke’s Kingdom with a
challenge of their own, designing a desert island and deciding

F "? ; _-at#‘.i: "_. B 'r:-i?"

ik

what they would really need to survive if they became
stranded. There was plenty of debate about what was
genuinely essential — and what might simply make island life
a little more comfortable! It was a great way to get everyone
thinking, predicting and excited about the story before diving
into the book.

Across the school, we are continuing our focus on excellence
and high expectations, encouraging children to take real
pride in what they do. It has been lovely to see this coming
through already in the quality of their writing, handwriting and
presentation — even some fantastic name writing from our
youngest children during their very first days in Reception!

Celebrating our school community

Something new for this year is our Language of the Term.
Each term, we will explore a different language spoken within
our own school community, giving children the opportunity to
learn more about one another and celebrate the languages
and cultures which make up our Rowde family.

We have started with Polish, initially learmning Dzien dobry
(good moming) and Dziekuije (thank you), with more words
and phrases being introduced throughout the term.

For us, this is about much more than simply leaming a few new
words. It is about curiosity, respect and helping our children
understand that the different languages, cultures and experiences
within our community are something to value and celebrate.

Forest School is back!

We are delighted that Forest School continues to be part
of life at Rowde this year. Following Mrs Barilli leaving us to
begin her teacher training, this has only been possible thanks
to the fantastic support of RAFT, our parent and friends group,
who are helping to fund the provision.

We have welcomed experienced Forest School teacher
Penny Lander, who will work with every class during the year,
alongside supporting our teachers to develop further outdoor
learning opportunities. Our Year 5 and 6 children have
already enjoyed their first session, and it has been wonderful
to see our outdoor area being put to such good use.

We have also benefited from some brilliant local support.
RAFT and one of our families helped us source a new Forest
School storage container, while Handy Compact Tractors &
Machinery at West End Farm in Rowde very kindly came to
our rescue with a JCB to help us get it into position. We are
incredibly grateful. Support from our families, RAFT and the
wider Rowde community really does make a difference to
what we are able to provide for our children.

Come and be part of Rowde

As always, we are keen for our school to be firmly connected
to the community around us.

On Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th October, we are holding
a Careers Event and would love members of the village and
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY (cont’d)
Our bright start leads to their bright future

wider community to get involved. If you could spend a little
time talking to our children about your job, career journey or
experiences, please do get in touch. No job is too ordinary —
our children love meeting visitors and discovering the huge
range of opportunities that might be part of their futures.
Please email me at alice.simpson@rowde.wilts.sch.uk if you
can help.

Our Harvest Service will also take place at the church on
Friday 16th October at 1.30pm, when we look forward to
coming together as a school community to celebrate Harvest
and support Devizes Foodbank.

Come and see us!

Itis also that time of year when families begin choosing schools
for September 2027. If you have a child who will be starting
school next September — or know someone who does —we
would love you to come and see what Rowde has to offer.

Our Play and Pastries at Rowde open events will take place on:
. Tuesday 22nd September, 9.30—11.00am
. Saturday 17th October, 10.00-11.30am

It feels as though the year has only just begun, but there

is already so much happening! | continue to feel incredibly
proud of our little school and the children, families, staff and
wider community who make it what it is. At Rowde, we want
our children to Leam, Grow and Love — achieving highly,
enjoying rich opportunities and growing into confident, curious
and kind young people.

If you are thinking about Rowde for your child, would like to
see the school in action or think there is another way you
could become involved in school life, please do get in touch.

Our door is always open.
Kindest regards,
Alice Simpson, Head Teacher

POLISH

Learn + Grow » Love P 0 l_ S K ]

DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. BRIGHTER FUTURES

N ——
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Learning aboul one another helps us to show love and respect.

Learn = Grow = Lowve
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Yoga at The Hub

Gentle & slow yoga practices,
suitable for all abilities,

to promote physical & mental

balance, flexibility and strength,

and a feeling of calm vitality.

Call: 07960 330131 Cathy’s Yoga classes

cathywelchyoga@gmail.com ) ;
www.bookwhen.com/cathysyoga in Bromham Community Hub:

Well Woman Yoga
Tuesday 9.30am-10.45am
Wednesday 6.00pm-7.15pm

Chair Yoga for all
Tuesday 11.00am-12.00 noon

AP)

y=(

TOWNSEND BARN

NURSERY

i POULSHOT

A
| \_,L?_."‘-' _ For pre-school children age 0-5 years
% ﬂ“;_‘ Open all year from 8am - 6pm

The Nurséry makes full use of its rural setting, and focuses on outdoor
play as well as indoor activities. Home cooked food provided.

Children’s gardens & greenhouse | Vegetable plot
Tennis court | Nature garden | Outdoor wood oven
Swimming with Parents | Sandpit | Outings & Trips ; o byl

For further details please contact: ,: ’;',,'
01380 828141 /| 07976 899946 "~

www.fownsendbarnnursery.co.uk
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Mobile L|brary

' Bl Mobile Libq

A0l your heory frp o , jrec

The mobile library bus visits Rowde every fourth
Thursday between 9.30am and 10am, and can
be found parked on the High Street opposite
Springfield Road. Upcoming dates are: 15th

October, 12th November and 10th December 2026,

and 7th January, 4th February and 4th March 2027.

The bus contains books for all the family, including
large print and audio books. There is easy access on

and off the bus via a small lift, and it has a hearing loop.

Anyone with a Wiltshire Libraries card can
use the facility, and there are no fees for late
returns. Renewals can be made on the bus or
online at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries.

St Matthew’s Church, Rowde
Musicians wanted!

We have a lovely piano, organ and electric
keyboard at St Matthew’s, and as a result of
advertising in this magazine, we are now lucky
enough to have a pianist who plays for one
service a month.

Now we are just looking for someone to play
occasionally (perhaps once a month, or less
frequently) to cover the remaining Sundays, or when
we have extra services.. This would mean acting as
accompanist for church services (usually on Sunday
momings) and possibly choir practices (currently on
Friday evenings) at St Matthew’s Church.

If you'd like to learn more, please contact:
Nicola Brown (choir leader) on 01380 722406
or at nicolabrown678@gmail.com

Modern & Traditional

Designed Memorials

M J SLY

Memorial Stonemason - New Memotials
Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Matlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk

Email: info@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

2‘!( raft, Coffee and Chﬁgﬁ

at St Matthew’s Church,
Rowde

Friday Afternoons [/

=== 2pm-4pm <
e Py

Bring your own craft
or join in with
our jigsaw
No charge to enter,
coffee and cake available
for a donation

L

Wiltshire Buildings Record, a charity that has
a growing and very detailed database of the

county’s vernacular buildings — and which is Q~
based at Chippenham’s History Centre —

seeking new members.
For further details please go to

www.wiltshirebuildingsrecord.org.uk/membership/
Organisations such as local history groups are
charged £25 per annum, whilst individuals pay £14.
Please help us identify and study historic
buildings throughout the county.

QE

Q
N
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—
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Autumn has arnved It is that tlme of year when the |

nights draw in and the leaves are beginning to change
colours into the beautiful reds and browns. The Mind
Tree Café would like to introduce Create Hope who
are now working in partnership with us, they are
joining us in running the project and supporting the
community. Some of you may have seen and meet
Catherine already, Create Hope is a Christian charity,
offering emotional support to children, young people,
and families, as well as therapeutic training to equip
lives for good. Catherine also runs a lot of training for
counselling and supervision.

Our community café is a welcoming place to pop in for
a cuppa, homemade cake, a bowl of hot soup and a
friendly chat. Whether you’re meeting a friend, looking
for a change of scenery, or just fancy some company.
We'd love to see more of our Rowde community
through the door this autumn — because sometimes
it's the little moments of connection that make the
biggest difference.

Our Café is open
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
9.30am — 3.30pm (Lunches finish at 2.30pm)
Come for a cuppa, stay for the calm.
Low cost Counselling -

We also offer low-cost counselling for people who may
be finding life a little difficult at the moment and would
benefit from having someone to talk to. Counselling
can provide a safe, confidential space to explore what's
going on, without judgement and at a cost that aims

to remain accessible. You don't have to be in crisis or
have everything figured out before asking for support
— sometimes having someone alongside you can help
make things feel a little more manageable. If you'd like
to find out more about our counselling service, please
get in touch. enquiries@themindtreecafe.org or go to
our website - https:/iwww.themindtreecafe.org.uk/

If you have any other fundraising ideas that would
benefit The Mind Tree Café Community project,
please let us know.

Our Memory Café is on the last Monday of each
month, with the next 28th Sept - 9.30am — 11am. A
new group for people living with any type of dementia
and their family carers in and around Rowde. This

is safe space to meet new people and to share your
stories in a friendly non-judgemental environment — and
enjoying a drink and homemade cakes. A contribution
of £2.00 per person. Booking is essential. Please
contact Lisa G lisagurr@themindtreecafe.org or
enquiries@themindtreecafe.org

Page 12

NEWS FROM THE MIND TREE CAFE

_Not for Profit - Promoting Holistic Therapies in Rowde

If you would I|ke to hlre Ash studlo for your
meeting or group, we have competitive prices.
For more details and availability - enquiries@
themindtreecafe.org

Affordable Community Acupuncture — Every
Thursday moming, 10 am - 1pm To book your space,
please visit the website www.everybodyacu.co.uk

Massage therapy — Every Body Acupuncture is
pleased to be offering massage therapy sessions at
Mind Tree Café, creating a calm and welcoming space
for relaxation and recovery. Treatments are available
on Wednesdays and include Tui Na massage, hot oil
massage, reflexology, and cupping therapy, all tailored
to support both physical and emotional wellbeing.
www.everybodyacu.co.uk

Create Hope Counselling service is a Christian
charity offering emotional support to children, young
people, and families, as well as therapeutic training to
equip lives for good. We recognise that every family is
unique, and finding the right support for the challenges
you're facing can often feel overwhelming. Please visit
the website - https://www.createhopeuk.org/

Saturday Mornings - Energy Healing Treatments,
please contact Laura via mail laura.vesajoki@gmail.
com or call 07393 137169”

Monday Momings - Yoga with Naomi - 10am — noon.
For more information and to book a place please call
Naomi on 07727 124097.

Monday/Tuesday Evenings - Yoga, please contact
Ginny via email yogawithginny@gmail.com or call
07973 517029

Monday afternoon — fortnightly - Flying Crane Tai

Chi - October 5th, 19th. November 2nd, 16th, 30th.
For more information call - 07786796159 or email -
flyingcranetaichi@gmail.com

Thursday evenings — Soma Breath Work - Please
contact Kim for more information, payment and to
book online https:/mwww.wyldroots.net/book-online
Please check out our website for more events and
classes coming soon — themindtreecafe.org
*Please check with the instructors before attending for
spaces and suitability.

Thank you to everyone who is supporting us.
Website https://www.themindtreecafe.org

Follow us on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/themindtreecafe

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/themindtreecafe
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The Mind Tree Café is reaching out for
your support

Together, we can make sure no one in our community
faces loneliness or struggles with their mental health
alone. Your donation helps us offer low-cost counselling,
wellbeing activities and a welcoming café space where
everyone feels seen, heard and supported

If you’re able to give, big or small, it will truly make a
difference

Thank you for helping us bring comfort, connection,
and hope to those who need it most

3 Please go to our website
n ) https://www.themindtreecafe.org.uk/

or use this QR code ==
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Low Cost Counselling

Life can sometimes feel overwhelming, whether you’re dealing
with stress, anxiety, loneliness, grief or big life changes.
Having someone to talk to can make a real difference.

At The Mind Tree Café, we offer low-cost counselling in a
safe, welcoming and confidential space. Our counsellors
provide a calm, supportive environment where you can
speak openly, feel heard, and gain clarity at your own pace.
Please contact - enquiries@themindtreecafe.org or go on
our website - www.themindtreecafe.org.uk
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Rowde Parish Council Update —
August and September 2026

Parish Council meetings are held at Rowde
Village Hall at 7:00pm on the second Wednesday
of each month. Members of the public are always
welcome to attend. Minutes are available on the
parish website (www.rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk)
and on village noticeboards. Printed copies may
be requested from the Clerk.

New Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that
following an intensive recruitment process and interview
day, Deni Durrant has been appointed as permanent
Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

(RFO). Deni joins us with an extensive professional
background in finance and contract management,
having managed complex accounts in project and
defence environments. She will officially begin her role
on 28th September 2026 and will be undertaking local
govemment training alongside her duties.

Rowde Common

The Parish Council was disappointed to discover that
an unauthorised vehicle track made of geotextile,
stone, and recycled road planning’s was recently
constructed across registered Common land near
Berhills Lane for access into a private landowner’s field
without the knowledge or permission of Rowde Parish
Council. Wittshire Council Planning Enforcement
have confirmed that this work constitutes operational
development requiring planning permission.

Because the track was laid on parish registered land,
enforcement notices must technically be served on
the Parish Council as landowner at the meeting on Sth
September 2026, the Council unanimously resolved
to instruct solicitors to initiate formal legal proceedings
to halt unauthorised access, seek full recovery of legal
costs and land damages, and ensure the Common

is protected. Unfortunately, this must come out of the
money from the precept,

Sports Field Changing Facilities; Grant
Opportunities

The Parish Council has formally ratified the purchase
of a 32ft x 10ft steel unit for £1,500 to be converted
into sports field changing and toilet facilities. The
project is funded entirely from ring-fenced reserves
held since 2007 from the former Rowde Sports

Field Association (£5,000) and Youth Council funds
(£2,400), ensuring no general precept funds are used
for the acquisition. Establishing this physical facility
under Phase 1 creates immediate changing space for
local teams while creating a permanent community
asset. Having a functioning facility on site will make

it significantly easier for the Council, local sports
teams, or a newly formed Sports Field Association

to demonstrate site viability and apply for external
capital grant funding (such as Wiltshire Area Board or
Community First grants) for future site improvements.
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Footpath Safety: A342 Questionnaire

The Devizes Road (A342) footpath questionnaire
is included again in this edition of the magazine.
Residents are strongly encouraged to complete
and return it to help the Council demonstrate
pedestrian usage to Wiltshire Council Highways.
Completed questionnaires can be emailed to the
Clerk at: clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) Register
Expansion

Following a joint site visit with Wiltshire Council’s
Tree Officer, the Parish Council unanimously
resolved to expand the official local Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) register. The updated
TPO adds several more oak trees located around
the sports field and includes a Red Oak.

Planning Applications

Rowde Parish council are consulted on all
planning applications that relate to the parish, we
are one consultee and cannot alone determine
the outcome of any application. The council’s
representation reflects local knowledge and
material planning considerations to assist
Wiltshire Council in determining applications.

Neighbourhood Plan

Progress on the Devizes Area Neighbourhood
Plan is continuing with Regulation 14 public
consultation projected for early 2027.

Community Engagement

The Councillor Attendance Register is now
published on the parish website to enhance public
transparency. At the September meeting, members
discussed adding headshot photographs to
councillor web profiles. As this is a recommendation
rather than a statutory requirement, it was agreed
that councillors who wish to include a photograph
will have their profiles updated, while others will be
represented by a silhouette placeholder.

Parish Steward Schedule

The parish council have monthly parish steward visits,
the parish steward cannot use weed killer but can
provide manual clearance of overgrown footpaths,
Kerbs and gullies around the village closes and side
roads. Parish steward visits will now be coordinated by
Clir Lines residents are invited to submit maintenance
requests for inclusion on the monthly steward list. The
A342is a job that is too big for the parish steward.

Annual Governance: Accountability
Return (AGAR)

The Council received an update confirming that
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR) accounts, variance explanations, and
external audit submissions for 2025-26 have
been successfully completed and signed off with
external auditors PKF Littlejohn.
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Councillor Vacancy

Following the retirement of Councillor Stuart
Taylor, the Parish Council currently has a casual

vacancy available for co-option. If you are

interested in joining the Council, please contact
the Clerk or Chair for an application form and co-

option guidance.
Finance; Approved Expenditure

Alongside the regular pre-approved payment
schedule, the Council approved and ratified the

following recent expenditure items:

* PKF Littlejohn: External audit fee (£378.00)
* Playground Online: Replacement toddler swing

seat (£143.42)

* Payroll Provider Setup: Administrative setup (£25.00)
Rowde Parish Council Contact Details

Parish Clerk (Deni Durrant)
clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Council Chair (Clir Lisa Wills):

clir.l.wills@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Council Vice Chair (Cllr Tom Lines)

clir.t.lines@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Website:
www.rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rowde Village News:

www.rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk/illage-magazine/

The Bodrd Ropi

reneles House The

SYCAMORE!
Cewntre

4&, Mew POre St
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SMIO1DS

Sy CAmMOre Cenire. il "lf("\u'? ahoo.oo.mk 7767 2970
veww.carcoonfidentinl.cony' deviees : 2

A Priond Mf Chpless Cambrd

T O’ ROURKE

All plastering work undertaken
No job too small

FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:

01380 698993
or 07968 634689

PORTFOLIO

PORTFOLIO HOLDER

Finance & HR

Clir L Wills, Clir J Wills, Clir T Lines, Clir S Rigby

Governance & Policies

Clir S Righy

Recreation & Playgrounds

Clir J Dalley, ClIr S Taylor, Clir R Carine, Clir C Greenwood

Allotments Clir J Wills, Clir Watt, Clir Taylor, Clir Carine

Highways & Rights of Way Clir C Greenwood

Grounds Maintenance & Parish Steward | Clir T Lines, Clir S Taylor, Clir J Dalley, Clir C Greenwood
Planning Clir C Greenwood, Clir R Carine, ClIr L Wills
Speeding & SID Clir T Lines, Clir J Wills, Clir C Greenwood

Waste Management

Clir T Lines, Clir J Wills, Clir J Dalley

Community Engagement & Emergency Plan

Clir L Wills, Clir S Taylor

Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde

Laura Mayes

Wiltshire Councillor

laura.mayes@uwiltshire.gov.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL - Useful phone numbers

Libraries: 01225713000  or mobile/outside Wiltshire: 01225777234
Parking: 01380 734812  School admissions: 01225713010
Pest control: 01380 734721 School special educational needs: 01225 718095
Planning: 01380734812  School transport: 01225 713004
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 08456032085  Social care — adults: 0300 456 0111
Registration - Births, Deaths & Mariages: 01225 713007  Social care — children: 01225 773500
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323 Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849
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Help Protect the Footpath Between the Rowdey Cow and Devizes

Rowde Parish Council is reaching out

to the community again as the previous
questionnaire only received a handful or
responses, we are trying to collect evidence
about the footpath between the Rowdey Cow
and Devizes.

Wiltshire Council Highways has suggested
that this footpath is infrequently used. The
Parish council believe that the path’s poor
and unsafe condition is the reason fewer
people use it today.

We need your help to demonstrate how
important this route is to our community. The
information collected will be submitted to
Wiltshire Council as evidence to support our
request for repairs and ongoing maintenance.

1. Do you currently use the footpath
between the Rowdey Cow and Devizes?

0 Yes, regularly (at least once a week)

O Yes, occasionally (at least once a month)
O Yes, but only a few times a year

O Not currently

2. Before the footpath deteriorated, how
often did you use it?

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Occasionally

Never

OOoOood

3. If you do not currently use the footpath,
what is the main reason? (Select all that apply)

The surface is unsafe or in poor condition
It becomes muddy or flooded
Vegetation makes it difficult to use

| do not feel safe using it

| use another route instead

| was unaware the path existed

| have mobility issues

Other: ...

4. If the footpath were repaired and
properly maintained, how likely would you
be to use it?

0 O I O B O R A A

O Very likely

O Quite likely
0 Occasionally
O Unlikely

0 Not at all

5. What would you use the footpath for?
(Select all that apply)

Walking

Accessing Devizes

School journeys

Recreation

Other: ..o

0 I O A R
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6. Approximately how many people
usually walk with you?

0 Just me

O 2 people

0 Family group
O Walking group

7. Have you ever chosen not to use the
footpath because of its condition?

0 Yes
0 No
If yes, please tell us why:

8. Have you experienced any of the following?

Slips or falls

Having to turn back

Having to walk on the road instead
Difficulty with a pushchair or wheelchair
Difficulty due to overgrown vegetation
None of the above

Ooooood

9. How important is this footpath to the
community?

O Very important

O Important

0 Somewhat important

0 Not important

10. Please share any comments or
experiences that demonstrate why this
footpath matters.

Optional
Postcode: ...................
Age Group:
. 71 Under 18
118-34
11 35-54

[ 55-74
[ 75+

Thank you for taking the time to complete
this survey. Your responses will help Rowde
Parish Council demonstrate the importance
of this footpath and support our request for
essential repairs and continued maintenance.

If you can, please take a photo of your
completed questionnaire and email it to
clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

In person you can cut it out of the magazine
and give the completed questionnaire to any
councillor, or bring it along to the meeting on
the 14th October 2026.

If you need someone to collect the
questionnaire from you then please call
07594652519.
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Rob Hunt DipF rindIiicCil

Phone
o770 256287
Email

Plan today for a better tomorrow

rob@mwfs.co.uk My expertise

Location ¢ Investment Planning

Devizes, Wiltshire » Inheritance Tax Planning*

Mortgages & Protection
Equity Release

I'J Equity Release
Council

*Inheritance Tax Planning is not regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Free initial About me
consu Itutinn. With 30 yvears of experience in financial services, I'm

passionate about helping individuals and families reach thair
financial goals. | prioritise building long-term relationships

L]
FI'-EE ﬁ"ﬂ“ﬂlul with my clients based on trust, integrity, and personalised

health check. advice.

My transparent, easy-to-understand guidance enables you to
rmake informed decisions and achieve greater peace of mind.
Contact me today for a fee-free consultation.

Fichaed Wiliiams Financal Services Lid, 15¢ Vine Street, Evesham, Worcs. WR1L4RE
Tek 013586 472451 Web: wwnwmwfs.co.uk

Michaed Williams Financial Services Ltd is an appointed representative of The Whitedhwnch
Metwork Lid which is awthorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Suthority.
Registered in England & Wales Moc 5263058

ma
T Michael wiliams
FEIBANLIAL % _EYIL £ 11
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October/November 2026 Worship

in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde are in bold
Services in Bromham and Sandy Lane are in italic

- {1 RBSL

ROWDE BROMHAM

& SANDY LANE _#

Date/Time Service

OCTOBER

Sunday 4th Trinity 18)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Rowde

10am Holy Communion & Harvest Bromham

10am Service of the Word Rowde

Wednesday 7th

11am Holy Communion Rowde

Sunday 11th (Trinity 19)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde

Sunday 18th (Trinity 20)

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 25th (Trinity 21 - Bible Sunday)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde

Friday 30th

7pm All Souls Service Bromham

NOVEMBER

Sunday 1st (All Souls)

8am Communion (BCP) Rowde

10am Holy Communion Bromham

10am Service of the Word Rowde

3pm All Souls Service Rowde

Wednesday 4th

11am Communion Rowde

Sunday 8th (Remembrance Sunday)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Service of the Word Rowde

3pm Remembrance Service Bromham

3pm Remembrance Service Rowde

Sunday 15th (2nd before Advent)

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 22nd (Christ the King)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde

Sunday 29th (1st Sunday of Advent)

10am Fifth Sunday Communion Bromham

6pm Advent Service Bromham
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Please contact either Rev’d Norma Fergusson or
Helen Rawlings the Benefice Administrator if you
wish to enquire about a baptism, wedding or funeral.
Email: vicar@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk
Mobile: 07799 545035

Email: helen@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk
Mobile: 07933 817816

Everyone is very welcome at all our services.

Please visit www.achurchnearyou.com for more
information, check our church noticeboards

or contact the Benefice Administrator at
helen@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk..

Church Opening Times
Rowde Church: Mon to Sat 10am — 4pm;
Sunday 10am — 4pm or after morning service.
Bromham Church: Daily 9am — 5pm
Sandy Lane Church: Daily 9am — 5pm

A Message from Rev’d Norma Fergusson

Recently, we held a quiet day in St Matthew’s — quiet,
rather than silent as we shared some of our thoughts
and prayers aloud. | find such times comfortable and
comforting, but | read in the Church Times that three
quarters of people find silence difficult and only one
quarter would feel comfortable spending 24 hours or
more in silence and off social media. Before you think
— that’s down to the young, it included 47% of what |
discovered is called the Silent Generation (aged 81+)
and 44% of Millennials.

Perhaps we adults need to re-leam how to be
comfortably silent. We teach our primary school children
to sit quietly and just “be” for a few minutes — should we
give ourselves permission to do the same? Then we
might really hear breezes and birdsong; discover the
nuances we missed in conversation and need to follow
up; allow ourselves to smile as memories resurface. In
her beautiful carol, In the stillness (a setting of a poem
by Katrina Shepherd) Sally Beamish reminds us of
snowfalls, candle-lit churches and the hush of angels’
wings. If we start practicing now, perhaps we'll be ready
to hear them by Christmas?

Blessings, Norma
REGULAR ACTIVITIES

Growing in Faith, Wednesday evening 7:30pm
— 9pm on Zoom (fortnightly, term time only). |
you are interested in joining, please contact Ruth
on ruthbray@outlook.com.

Bromham & Rowde Monday Club

Here are the five things that you need to know about
what we do to entice you to come and join us!

1. Friendship, chat, fun and laughter.

2. Delicious two course home-cooked meal
every week.

3. Games, talks, activities, music, movement.

4. Every Monday 9.30am-1.00pm in the
Community Hub - transport available (£2).

5. £12 includes meal, tea/coffee/biscuits - with
full funding available to eligible people.

Contact Carol Hindle (01380 850925) or Cathy
Welch (01380 850555) for more details or to
book your place.

Rowde Church Café Tuesday 10:45 — 12 pm.
Come and join us for coffee, cake and a chat.
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Everyone welcome!

Craft, Coffee and Chat at St Matthew’s, Rowde
Friday 2 pm —4 pm

Please brin[gzl your own craft project or join in

our jigsaw. No entry fee. Coffee available for a
donation. All welcome!

Bring & Buy at St Matthew’s, Rowde
First Saturday of every month. 1pm to 3pm.
Flower Arranging at Rowde

Please contact Caroline Keevil on ck
carolinekeevil.co.uk or call 07860 148407.

Choir at St Matthew’s

We practice from 6pm-7pm on the Fridays priorto a
10am Sunday service. Please contact Nicola Brown
at nicolabrown678@gmail.com or 01380 722406.

Bellringing at St Matthew’s

Please contact Susan Cannings at -
susancannings305@googlemail.com or 01380
728128.

Open the Book at Rowde

Contact Fran Hall on 07989758412.
Photography

Photographs may be taken during services or events

by a member of the Church; these may be used on our
Facebook page, A Church Near You, The Hoot, Rowde
Village News and/or other forms of media. If you would
prefer not to be photographed, please speak to a member of
the welcoming team on duty today, or contact the Benefice
Administrator, Helen Rawlings on 07933 8171816 or
helen@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk.

CONTACT US
Rector: Rev’d Norma Fergusson

vicar@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk
or 07799 545035

Associate Priest: VVacant

Benefice Administrator: Helen Rawlings
helen@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk
or 07933 817816.

Safeguarding Representative

for Rowde: Michael Cornwell
michaelcornwellrowdeparishsafeguardingofficer@
rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk

or 07388 224 129.

Benefice Facebook page
Churches of Rowde and Bromham:
www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693

Benefice website:
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9690

Diocese of Salisbury:
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org

Prostate “'iiﬁ*i Prostate
L g
Cancer il Research
Research i

To donate over the phone, please call
us on 0203 735 5444. Please leave a
voice message if necessary and we will
call you back to take your payment.
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BELLRINGING IN ROWDE

Bells have been calling people to church in
England for well over a thousand years and

English style bellringing as practised in Rowde,

started around 400 years ago.

It's a hobby that draws people from all walks of life ,
gives physical and mental exercise in a friendly and
sociable group, and performs a traditional service
to the community. There are bellringers as young
as ten and others in their eighties. If you can clap
your hands above your head and below your waist
and get into the ringing chamber (Rowde is up a

short flight of steps) you could have a go.

So what is involved? Continental bells tend to

be chimed, that is, swung back forth with the bell
sounding on each half of the swing. There is little
or no control on how fast the bells ring so clashing
with each other is part of the sound. The familiar
sound of English bells with each bell sounding

distinctly and in a pattern

(when done properly!) is
because the bells are hung
in a way that lets them to turn
through 360 degrees. This
allows the bell to pause, for a
moment or longer if desired
which allows the speed of
ringing to be controlled and
gives the ringer the ability

to change places in the
sequence. The simplest
sequence starts with the
highest pitched bell (the
treble) and works down to
the deepest toned bell (the
tenor). This sequence is
called rounds. Changes to

L

A

e

the sequence can either be q
called by a conductor or by
working through a predefined
set of changes which is called
method ringing. Methods are
a way of ringing a sequence

of changes without repeating a g

- H“Hh

the sequence and many

have wonderful old names.
‘Grandsire’ a very popular
method and has been rung for
over 350 years. My favourite
name is ‘Reverse Canterbury
Pleasure Place Doubles’. ‘

Bellringing like many
pastimes has organisations.
Bell ringers refer to ‘towers’
rather than churches (you
don’t need to be a member of
the church to ring the bells).
Each tower with ringing bells
has a band’ of ringers lead
by the tower captain, who
organizes practises and

“"“115

HEADSTOCK

GROUND
PULLEY

Parts of a bell

What’s
inside the
tower?

LOUVRES: the baffle-boarded sound
windows that spread the sound up
and out. You can see these on the
outside of the tower

BELFRY: the bells are hung in a wooden

L frame or metal frame with each bell fixed to

a large wooden wheel that pivots on the
frame. A rope is tied to the wheel spokes,
runs partly round the rim and falls through
holes and pulleys to the ringing chamber
bedow

EMHEHM
CLOCK CHAMBER: church clocks

have huge mechanisms and need to
be frequently wound-up
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down in a circle in order of bell-size
[usually clockwise). Bell ringers stand
in an inward-facing circle behind the
ropes, Often you will find floor mats
used to prevent rope ware, boxes for
the shorter ringers, boards
commemaorating ringing and seats for
extra ringers

( RINGING CHAMEBER: ropes come

BemRinging.org [
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Sunday ringing. Each tower is usually a member  people to see

of a guild or association which are organized at them being rung
county or diocesan level; Rowde is a member of and maybe have
the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers (SDGR). agotoseeif
Guilds are often divided into branches, and Rowde  this fascinating

is in Devizes branch. hobby would be

Devizes Branch is celebrating its 125th anniversary ~ Of interest,

this year and in October there will be many events  If you would like
around the branch culminating with a quarter peal ~ to know more
being rung in all the towers in Devizes and many about ringing in
of the surrounding towers, Rowde included. This Rowde, do get
will be on the morning of 17th of October so expect  in touch with our
some good ringing then. Tower Captain

On November the 7th in the aftemoon duringthe ~ Susan Cannings ,
regular bring and buy sale at Rowde Church (1pm ~ Email:susancannings305@googlemail.com or
to 3pm) , the bells will be available. This will allow ~ Tel:01380 728128.

AT o | et Sl - e !
% . e o - * v =Tl + -
') ol e 8 3 -

Tt |

12010 & AMOR LTD.

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION

Covering all aspects of property renovation and maintenance.
View our range of services online or call to discuss your project.

01380581006 /01672 596006

info@grayandamor.co.uk www.grayandamor.co.uk
= | R

yp——— * Company BUILDERS
¥ TRUSTMARK
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% British @ professional
standards
Acupuncture N oy
Council Member accredited register

Talk to us about how we can
help support your health needs.

Wednesday  9am - 6pm
MASSAGE

Hot Oil Massage .
Chinese Tui Na Massage ___’ _.
Reflexology |

Cupping

Thursdays 9:30am- 1pm

AFFORDABLE ACUPUNCTURE

Acupuncture can help support
symptoms of:
& Musculoskeletal issues
Pain
Chronic health conditions

—%%  Acupuncture can also support general well-
| being

s e Acupuncture £20-30
@ The Mind Tree Café CIC, Furlong Close, Rowde
Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 2TQ Ear acupuncture £10

FREE 15-minute consultation to see if Health Cash Plans and

acupuncture could help support your insurance may be accepted.
health needs.

www.everybodyacu.co.uk 07714784472
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LEMON CLEANING

Fully Insured Trusted Cleaning Services

Commercial & Residential

One-off & Regular Services

End of Tenancy Cleaning

Builders & Sparhle Cleans

Probate & Specialised Circumstances
Oven Cleaning

Carpet, Upholstery & Floor Care

%, 01249 489100 / 07428010690 SCAN FOR A
info@lemoncleaningservices.co.uk
2 www.lemoncleaningservices.co.uk FREE QUOTE

BP BODY WORKS

VEHICLE COSMETIC PAINT AND BODY REPAIRS

07917524214
barry@bpbodyworks.com

e Bumper Scuffs e Headlight Restoration
e Motorcycle Panels e Light Panel Damage
e Mirrors Covers e End of Lease Advice

Mobile Direct To Your Door

or
Local Collection & Dropoff
30 Years Experience
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AID FOR UKRAINE
If you have been following the story about Rowde’s link to

Aid for Ukraine, here is the latest update | have received
on David Gaston’s trips to Ukraine from Susan Gaston:

Many of you will have been shopping recently; children
always seem to have a growth spurt over the summer
and with the new school term, new shoes and longer
trousers were probably on the list! We forget that

these ordinary activities are often fraught with danger

in Ukraine - the shopping mall in Kryvyi Rih was hit

in August with many people killed and others badly
injured or still missing. It was a ‘double tap’ - a second
attack was launched a few moments later targeting the
emergency workers there to help. At the beginning of
September David drove an ambulance out to Ukraine
full of medical and trauma equipment. The ambulance
was provided by Aid for Ukraine Gloucestershire and
went to a destination near Kyiv. Before that the aid was
delivered to Lviv and near Sumy. The aid has been
donated by Ukraine Freedom Company and individual
donations and is mixed: specialist clothing for amputees;
medicines; equipment to support frontline soldiers;
sensory equipment for a children’s hospital. This was an
extended trip covering several thousand miles and fuel
and fravel costs were more than school shoes! If you are
able to contribute towards David's future trips, please do.
We are all playing a small part in making sure that one
day everyone can go shopping safely. Thank you.

To donate go to www.gofund.me/david-bird-10mar

David Gaston has".crossed into
Ukraine over 50 times, delivering
aid and moving refugees

FUN IN THE SUN!

Saturday 25th July saw the return of the Furlong
Close Féte once again, and the residents of the Close
along with the Mind Tree Café opened their doors for
an afternoon of fun and entertainment, including the
popular Dog Show.
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We were delighted to welcome back Mark from the
Button Tree with his beautiful jewellery, Julie Gibson
with her fine work, Colin Davies’ pyrography and crafts
from Pauline, along with Amanda’s decorative boxes,
Marion’s stunning bags, Sam’s leather goods and
Emma’s delicate glass jewellery.

We were spoilt for choice with the range of activities on offer
in the field to challenge and amuse, ranging from Alfie’s
“beat the goalie”, the teddy Tombola, splat the rat, and face
painting to name but a few, along with the raffie and beautiful
plants from Julia Rogers, all serenaded with music from the
Devizes Town Band.

In addition to goodies to eat and drink on-site, the
Féte would not have been complete without culinary
temptations for us to take home, ranging from Steve’s
honey, Carolyn’s wonderful jams, marmalades and
chutneys, homemade cakes from the Wansdyke
Carriage Driving Group (RDA), and very delicious ice
cream from the Rowdey Cow.

Altogether a very happy afternoon in the sunshine,
and huge thanks to everyone who came along and
supported us.

FROM ROWDE TO PERU!

A bigeruvian thank you from Rosie Weeden

| have not long retumed from four incredible weeks
in Peru with Camps Intemational, where | had the
opportunity to work on sustainable community

and conservation projects, whilst exploring Peru’s
spectacular scenery!

The trip was something | had really hoped to do, but
| couldn’t have made it happen without the incredible
support | received from so many people, from
donating money and sponsoring me to helping with
my fundraising efforts, including the opportunity to
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chop donated wood from Beechfield Reclamation into
kindling to sell at Poulshot Lodge Farm shop, including
a quiz and Boogie Bingo!

During my time in Peru, | was able to get involved in
helping a small village with plastering a community
hall. We also painted the outside of a school and got to
see first-hand the difference that a group of people can
make when they come together to help others.

Living and working alongside the local community
gave me memories and experiences that | will
never forget, and | met some amazing people
along the way!

| would especially like to say a huge thank you to
everyone in our village and beyond who helped
me get to Peru. Every donation, however big or
small, made a difference!

Thank You, Rosie Weeden

NEW PARISH CLERK AND RFO

Hello, my name is Deni Durant, and I’'m delighted
to be joining Rowde Parish Council as the new
Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.
I’'m really looking forward to getting to know

the village and its residents much more closely
and becoming a part of the Rowde community.
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| bring with me a strong background in finance,
with experience across public, education and
commercial organisations. | am AAT qualified

and have extensive experience in areas including
budgeting, financial reporting, bookkeeping,
governance and administration.

| am really looking forward to getting stuck in and
supporting Parish Council in its work for the local
community. | hope to bring a friendly, organised and
approachable attitude to the role, together with the
attention to detail and financial experience needed to
ensure the Council’s finances and administration are
managed accurately and effectively.

Outside of work, I'm a mum to my six-year-old son,
so life is certainly kept busy! We enjoy getting out
and about, and | love travelling and discovering
new places. When | have some quieter time,

you'll usually find me baking in my kitchen or,
weather permitting, exploring the beautiful Wiltshire
countryside on foot.

I’'m very excited to be starting this new chapter in
Rowde and hope to meet many of you over the
coming months. Please do say hello if you see
me around the village — I'm looking forward to
becoming a familiar face and playing my part in
the Rowde community.

On Saturday 12th September, Carlo Zaccarelli gave
an entertaining presentation on Italian Aircraft in St
Matthew’s church. The talk began with Leonardo Da
Vinci's drawings of flying machines and ended with the
Italian company called Leonardo which has a branch in
Yeovil where our British helicopters are built. The event
was very well attended, not only by aviation enthusiasts,
but also by curious people, including a small child who
enjoyed the afternoon, especially the Italian biscotti and
panettone at the end. It was one of many fund-raising

events for the church’s restoration projects

Page 25



Local News

24 WINDOWS OF CHRISTMAS

We are looking for residents
to decorate a window in any
way they wish and each night
the windows will be illuminated §
from 6pm until all 24 are done.

We are a proud village and
without us pulling together

it won't work and we know
people like to visit the homes
during December so please
contact us if you are interested
in taking part by decorating your window.
Lisa Taylor

1 Ferris Close, Rowde
lisajayne70@icloud.com
07936428510

A361 SPEED LIMIT TO BE
REDUCED AT CRASH BLACKSPOT

The A361 Caen Hill on the edge of Devizes near
Rowde will see its speed limit brought down from
the national speed limit to 50mph.

It is understood that work to install the new
highways assets and implement the changes is
expected to take place in spring next year.

Campaigners have highlighted a number of

serious crashes on the stretch of road, which has
been described as a “racetrack”.

BRI
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A woman was left with “serious injuries” after a huge
crash on the A361 near Rowde following an incident in
May 2025. (Image: Trevor Porter)

As recently as Saturday, August 22, Caen Hill was
shut by police after a single-vehicle crash.

As previously reported, data from crashmap.co.uk
shows that, between 2015 and 2024, there were
nearly 30 crashes on the busy road between the
junctions with Foxhangers and Mayenne Place.

The speed limit forms part of wider road safety
improvements at this location and is expected to improve
safety and contribute to reducing collisions. These include
new traffic lights at the Marsh Lane and Devizes Road
junctions, upgraded drainage and lighting, improved visibility,
better pedestrian and cycle crossings, and a full resurfacing
of the road This is a detailed, long-term improvement
scheme designed to address the root causes of safety
concems at Caen Hil,, tackling flooding and drainage issues,
and making the route safer and easier for everyone to use.”

Aftraffic regulation order (TRO) proposing a new 50mph
speed limit at Caen Hill was formally advertised on August
21,2025 and was subsequently approved.

According to the decision notice on Wiltshire
Council’'s website, eleven items of correspondence
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were received. Of those eleven correspondents, six
indicated that they supported the council’s proposals,
three raised comments on the extent of the project
and two objected.

This will also be in conjunction with the redesign
of the junctions and the addition of traffic

lights already agreed by the last council and
campaigned for by Clir Tamara Reay for Devizes
Rural West and Laura Mayes for Bromham,
Rowde and Roundway.

CAFE VISITED BY ‘TRAITORS’!

-

- g
e e~ ¥

B

On Wednesday, September 2, rugby legend Joe
Marler and comedian Joe Wilkinson were pictured at
the Caen Hill Café during a water sports adventure.

The two Joes became friends during the inaugural
season of The Celebrity Traitors, which aired
before Christmas last year. The pair have teamed
up to deliver ‘The Friend Ship’, exploring the
latter’s passion for canals, and the former’s for
fun. The show will see them travel across the UK,
navigating waterways as they put their friendship
to the test.

They were snapped posing with café staff.

OBITUARY
Alisdair Edward Gerald Kennedy
2nd October 1963 - 22nd August 2026

Alasdair, of Alder Bungalow,
Furlong Close, was a well
known and much loved
resident of Rowde for the last
32 years. He will be very much
missed by his family and all his
many friends, family and carers

Aservice to celebrate B} !
Alisdair’s life was held on 17th &
September at Semington

Cremetorium followed by a =
buffet and light refreshments (kindly supplied by Th
Rowdey Cow) in Marsh Hall at Furlong Close where
further memories and stories of Alisdair were shared.

Alisdair's family expressed their appreciation for all the
kind messages of sympathy they had received and for
everyone at Furlong Close’s support in being there for
Alisdair and for the parts they played in his long and
very happy life there.

The closing collection in memory of Alisdair will support
the work of ‘The Friends of Furlong Close’ and any
further donations can be handed in to the reception
office at Furlong Close.

|

October/November 2026 Rowde Village News



d Buy
#b;?krsl?c%ﬁ':e and ca.l?

ot St Matthew’s Church, Rowde
in aid of our Restnmtmn fund

" Saturday 34 October &
Saturday 7"‘ November

2 All Welcome' T’

# m#mwuﬂmﬁhw Mmm
— do come along -»

MOBILE

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Hannah Joyce
DipFH, MCFHP, MAFHP

Treatment in the comfort

of your own home

For all your foot care needs

07831960688

Offering advice and appointments

refurbishing furniture

@ KFR ‘ reviving communities
Kennet Furniture Refurbiz
The Furniture and White goods charity.

To donate items or purchase please

call:

01380 720722 / 720200
Unit 6B, Hopton Industrial Estate,

Devizes, SN10 2EU.

frameworks

bespoke picture framing
07963 967444

www.frameworksstudio.co.uk
claire@frameworksstudio.co.uk
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Impressions *7 || /0 Dok
from Ukraine - e CLEANING

2022-2026

At Willow & White Cleaning, we provide high-guality, refiable cleaning
1o help keep your home fresh, tidy and stress-free,

Owur Services Include:

* Woekly & fortnightly cleans

= Kitchen & bathroom cleaning
= Dusting & polishing

L 'l.l'anll.m'ling& rnnppmg

* General tidying

* Changing beds (on request)

= Happy Lo hilp with small extras

Why Choose Lis?

= Friendly, relisble & trstworthy
= Attention to detail

= Consistent, high-guality deans
* Flexible to your needs

® Liocal, Famnily-run business

- 'Hednesdayzsm Hmnber 2026

Cleaning Options: 2 hour - 3 hour + 4 hour dleans

9 citml Tailored to suit your hame and resds
Fughamd‘ure. zhponhau SN151HB Availability Update
10 m’m For a free quote or to book:
Fresammonbybaldﬁa&to wh has crossed into Ukrai A l7a56 o8
v i Faing cver : - .
illawandwhitecle l.
5 50 times, delivering aid and moving ref B w itechaaning@groail com
3 w Intro Offer
g 3 For more information please ca 07811114157, 10% off your first clean
| GoFundhie - Davic”s Drkee for Lkraine L
M TOMRR We take pride in creating dlean, calm hones you can enjoy.

Rowde

C of E Primary Academy

Join wp por play and padtries ot wdo

If you’re interested in joining the Rowde family, for September 2027 or before, we would love
you and your child/ren to join us for our open events this autumn!
We have two options, and you're welcome to attend one or both.
Both with include refreshments, a tour of the school and a stay and play — there’s no need to
book in advance, turn up on the day.

Alternatively, please email to arrange a tour of the school on a different day and time -
head@rowde.wilts.sch.uk

KKK Saturday 17t October at 10.00 - 11.30
Ofsted =ESd S

Good
Provider Please see more information about our school on our website: Acorn

EducationTrat

https://www.rowde. wilts.sch.uk/
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The Big Little Things In Life!

Are We There Yet?

| was watching Katarina Johnson-Thompson (KJT)
being interviewed after the European Athletics
Championships this summer when she said
something that caught my attention.

“I've still got sand behind my nails and my body is still
warm. | can’t think about the future too much. | want
to be in the moment.”

I've been involved in athletics. | know how sport
works. An athlete finishes competing and we
immediately want the assessment. What happened?
How did it feel? What happens next?

But KJT’s body was still warm. She still had sand
behind her nails. And she was already being asked to
leave this experience and tell us about the next one.

| think we do this a lot.

Ateenager walks out of their final GCSE or A-level
and before the pen has metaphorically left their hand,
someone asks, ‘How did it go?’ Closely followed by,
‘When are the results?’ Then, ‘What will you do if you
don’t get the grades?’

They’ve only just come out of the exam hall.

We spend months looking forward to a holiday,
arrive, unpack, find somewhere nice for dinner and,
somewhere around day four, someone says, ‘Where
shall we go next year?’

We haven't finished this one.
Someone retires after forty years of getting up for

work and almost immediately we ask what they’re
going to do with themselves.

A couple get married and we ask about the
honeymoon. Then the house. Then children.

A baby arrives and we want to know whether it
sleeps through the night. Soon we’re waiting for it to
sit up, crawl, walk, talk, start school.

And we don't just do it to other people.

Even on a lovely evening, somebody takes a
photograph. Before the evening is over, we're looking
at a record of something we’re technically still doing.

by Zé6e Rucker

Dolman Audio Visual

Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend
provides
reliable and effective repairs
& maintenance to Hi-Fi &

video equipment
by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact
Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: dolmanav@gmail.com
www.dolmanav.co.uk

There is a reason for this. Humans are very good at
what psychologists call prospection: mentally putting
ourselves into the future. It's an extraordinarily useful
ability. It helps us plan, anticipate problems and
organise our lives.

We can buy food for tomorrow, save for retirement,
pack for rain and worry about an exam that hasn’t
happened yet. Our brains can effectively visit a future
that doesn't exist.

But our brains can be too eager to get there.

We tend to treat milestones as gateways rather than
places in their own right. An exam leads to results.
Retirement leads to a new life. A birthday leads to the
next decade. Finishing something leads to whatever
we’re going to do next.

Which means we can spend a surprising amount of
our lives slightly ahead of ourselves.

KJT wasn’t suggesting that what came next didn’t
matter. Quite the opposite. She also said, “I don't just
want to be a participant.”

That's what makes her words interesting. Ambition
and being present aren’t opposites. You can want
more from tomorrow without rushing out of today.

Perhaps ‘live in the moment’ has become too
polished a phrase to be much use. It sounds like
something we’re supposed to achieve, probably while
sitting somewhere peaceful and breathing correctly.
So I'm replacing it with something simpler.

Has this actually finished yet?

The next time you’re halfway through a holiday and
discussing next year’s, watching someone blow out
their birthday candles and asking how it feels to be
another decade older, or greeting a child emerging
from an exam with questions about results, it might
be worth remembering...

Sometimes there is still sand behind our nails.

VENEZUELA
EARTHQUAKE APPEAL

Please donate now. DEC charities are
working with their local partners to reach
people with emergency aid in Venezuela.
Survivors urgently need shelter, food,
water, and medical care. Your support
can be a lifeline.

Help us help by donating at:
https://donation.dec.org.uk/Donate/VVenezuela
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AN \qf Pup Suey dog '

F@ ‘ﬁ& \| _grooming CarQline

Find me on

- o ) Facebook
) S Online
b Leglyzociiiiy bDDking

available
Pupsueydoggrooming@outiook.com

@© €3

075493238831 Devizes

o

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver

Call James on
07970 781828

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED
18 The Britox A
Devizes e Funerals Arranged
Wiltshire SN10 1AJ h 24 Hour Service
Tel: 01380 729459 | ki ‘ﬁT”Ej Private Chapel of Rest

ROWDE VILLAGE

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)
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Rural Crime

One thing | hear time and again when | meet
farmers, landowners and rural residents is the
frustration caused by rural crime.

Too often, people think of it as low-level offending
or opportunistic theft. The reality is very different.
Many of the offenders targeting our farms,
businesses and rural communities are organised
criminals. They travel across force boundaries,
target valuable equipment and think nothing of
the damage they leave behind.

As Police and Crime Commissioner, tackling
rural crime remains one of my priorities. That

is why | have invested £10,000 to provide
around 280 forensic security marking kits for
trailers used by farmers, landowners and rural
businesses across the county. It is a practical
step that will help deter thieves and improve the
chances of stolen property being recovered.

Wiltshire Police is also working closely with the
National Rural Crime Unit, neighbouring forces
and partners through Operation Ragwort to
identify offenders, disrupt criminal networks and
protect our countryside.

But policing alone is not enough.

Hare coursing is a good example. Some people
see it as little more than trespass or antisocial
behaviour. The reality is that those involved are

Intelligence and enforcement activity has
repeatedly highlighted connections between
some rural offenders and other forms of serious
criminality, including violence, drug offending,
firearms offences and exploitation.

That is why | continue to challenge the wider
criminal justice system to recognise rural crime
for what it is. These are not victimless crimes
and they should not be treated as lesser
offences. When organised criminals target
rural communities, the courts must recognise
the wider harm they cause and ensure the
punishment fits the crime.

Our rural communities deserve nothing less.

LAURA MAYES

YOUR WILTSHIRE
COUNCILLOR
FOR ROWDE

Please contact me if you have any Council issues including:

Planning, Housing, Education, Highways
(potholes, road schemes, speeding), Fly tipping
and waste, Adult Social Care.

| am here to offer advice and support so please
get in touch:

Email: laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk

Tel: 07855 819343

Facebook:

Laura Mayes — for Bromham, Rowde and Roundway

Rowde Village News October/November 2026 Page 31



THE FIVE ELEMENTS RETREATS
Located in New Road, Bromham
Offers you a way to relax the body and mind,
in a natural non-invasive way

Day retreats and mini evening retreats
Monthly events including sound healing
Bespoke 3 hour healing experiences for 2 people
Reiki training available for all levels
One to One Therapies include

;i

Reiki Hand reflexology
Pet Reiki Chakra balancing
Reiki Drum healing Oracle card readings
Reiki Drum journey Sound healing

Ear Candles and Spiritual past life
Lymphatic Facial regression

Trudi Speirs Holistic Practitioner and Master Reiki Teacher
Contact me on 07810 374 053 or trudis36@gmail.com
www.theliveelementsretreals.co.uk

I'm Norm! Help!
What's a Mortgage?
I:lau:l I-:e-ep 5 going on about ..
Eumrnuuﬂal Hnrtgaqes

; Frqﬁ:lentml Hm‘tgﬂgﬂi

= Lifetime Mortga . arldglngmans

'Hmmr‘tgugn-s s Bi na's & Contents

I L = Critical Ii.l.nesi Protection
« Wills & Estate Planning i

Mum Says “if you want to go furawal.ll: dun t get him

started on Business Finance.”...

7N ooshont

MILEF CeMAP CoRER

OS L L o73s9290017

FINANCIAL SERVICES Wi lee@osl-fs.couk

¥OUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS OM YOUR MORTGAGE
Q5L Financial Services Limited |s Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

The financial services number is 948512
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Bus Timetable

x33

33

Weekday

Chippenham Rail Stn 06:55 - .
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 07:00 ©08:35 09:35
Chippeham, Cemetery . 0838 0938
Derry Hill, School 0709 0844 0044
Sandy Lane . - .
Calne, Strand 07T:16 08:52 09:52
Bromham, Greyhound 0727 09:06 10:06
Rowde, Cross Keys 07:34 08:13 10:13

Devizes, Market Place, Bus Island 07:405 09:18 10:18

] x|

Davizes, Market Place, Pelican 07:55 ©09:25 10:25
Rowde, Cross Keys 0a:01 09:30 10:30
Bromham, Greyhound 08:10 09:37 1037
Chittoe Turn 08:15  09:42 10:42
Calne Strand 08:27 09:51 .

Sandy Lane - - 1044
Derry Hill, School 08:33x 09:57 1048
Chippeham, Cemetery 083 1002 153
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 3 - 10:07  10:58
Chippenham Rail Stn 08:50 10:12 11:03

Ky
& = Operabes via Ad, not Demy Hill villnge

5 = Operales kfrom Devizes School 8l 0743 and 1510 on schooldeys

R - Rnquest sel down only
A = Dperaies via AM2, does nol enter Bromiham vilages
No service on Public Molidays

Saturday 33
Chippenham, Rail Stn 07:20
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 07:24
London Road, Cemetery 07:27
Derry Hill, School 07:33
Calne, Strand 07:39
Bromham, Greyhound 07:51
Rowde, Cross Keys 07:58
Devizes, Market Place, Bus Island 08:03
Saturday 33
Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 08:10
Rowde, Cross Keys 08:15
Bromham, Greyhound 08:21
Calne, Strand 08:32
Derry Hill, Schoal 08:38
London Road, Cemetery 08:43
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 3 08:47
Chippenham, Rail Stn 08:52R
Sunday x33
Chippenham, Rail Stn 09:32
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 09:37
London Road, Cemetery 09:40
Sandy Lane 09:47
Bromham, Greyhound 09:53
Rowde, Cross Keys 10:00
Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 10:05
Sunday x33
Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 08:55
Rowde, Cross Keys 09:00
Bromham, Greyhound 09:07
Sandy Lane 09:14
London Road, Cemetery 09:21
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 3 09:25
Chippenham, Rail Stn 09:30
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10:15
10:21
10:24
10:30
10:34

10:40
10:47
10:52

11:25
11:30
1137
11:42
11:51

1157
12:02
1207
12:12

33
08:40
08:45
08:48
08:54
09:02
09:16
09:23
09:28

33
09:35
09:40
09:47
09:59
10:05
10:10
10:15
10:20

%33
11:32
11:37
11:40
11:47
11:53
12:00
12:05

x33
10:55
11:00
11:07
11:14
11:21
11:25
11:30

11:05
1111
11:14
11:20

11:26
11:40
11:47
11:52

12:25
12:30
1237
12242
12.44
12:48
12:53
12:58
13:03

33

12:15
1221
12:24
12:30
12:34

12:40
12:47
12:52

13:28
13:30
13:37
13:42
13:51

1357
1402
1407
14:12

09:40
09:45
09:48
09:54
10:02
10:16
10:23
10:28

33

10:35
10:40
10:47
11:01
11:07
11:12
11:17
11:22

x33

13:32
13:37
13:40
13:47
13:53
14:00
14:05

x33

12:55
13:00
13:07
13:14

13:21

13:25
13:30

13:05
131
13:14
13:20

13:26
13:40
13.47
13:52

14:25
14:30
14:37
14:42
14:44
14:48
14:53
14:57

33
11:25
11:32
11:35
11:41
11:49
12:03
12:10
12:15

33
12:35
12:40
12:47
13:01
13:07
13:12
13:17
13:22

%33
15:32
15:37
15:40
15:47
15:53
16:00
16:05

X33
14:55
15:00
15:07
15:14
15:21
15:25
15:30

14:18
14:21
14:24
14:30
14:34

14:40
14:47
14:52

15:135
15:18R

33
13:25
13:32
13:35
13:41
13:49
14:03
14:10
14:15

33
14:35
14:40
14:47
15:01
15:07
15:12
15:17
15:22

%33
17:32
17:37
17:40
17:47
17:53
18:00
18:05

x33
16:55
17:00
17:07
17:14
17:21
17:25
17:30

16:00
16:08
16:11
16:17

16:26
16:40
16:47
16:52

16:10
18:15
16:22
18:27
16:36

18:42
16:4T7
16:51

16:35
16:45
16:48
16:54

17:03
177
17:24
17:29

17:45
17:50
17:57
18:02
18:09

18:14
18:18
18:21

17:30
1737
17:40
1746

17:52
18:02
18:08
18:14

18:15
18:20
18:25A
18:20R
18:3TR

18.42R
18:46R
18:49R

18:25R 18:52ZR

33

15:25
15:32
15:35
15:41
15:49
16:03
16:10
16:15

16:35
16:40
16:47
17:01
17:07
17:12
17:17
17:22

33
17:10
17:16
17:19
17:25
17:3
17:43
17:49
17:54

33
17:55
18:00
18:07

18:19R
18:24R
18:29R
18:33R
18:38R
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"Mander
duffil

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
TAX & FINANCIAL ADVISERS

WHAT WE OFFER:

. ACGOLII"IT.HI'IG}" and Tax Services
« Tax COI’I"IP“EIHCE, F"Ell'll'lil'lg and Advice
International Tax Planning and Advice GETIN TOUCH:

Business Sales and Acquisitions info@manderduffill.com

« Company Restructuring

01249 650441
« Company and Business Start-ups

The Old Post Office
41-43 Market Place

VAT Services Chippenham SN15 3HR
Payroll and Auto Enrolment

- Management Accounts, Bookkeeping and

<X~1X

Research and Development

Offices also in Bath,

* Financial Services Devizes, London & Malmesbury

+ Investments
* Protection

Inheritance Tax Planning 4~ ICAEW
: : . CHARTERED
Pensions and Retirement Planning ACCOUNTANTS

www.manderduffill.com
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FARM FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

We only source the best local products from our own farm
and local producers, all bursting with flavour and
reasonably priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm, Poulshot, Devizes, SN10 1RQ

Tel- 01380 827202
Open Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 2am-4pm

For more information, to follow our blog or subscribe to our
newsletter visit

www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

find us on Facebook & Instagram as well

£lo

@poulshotlodgefarm
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The G&D Autumn Events

October and November New Opening Hours
Mondays : Open 5pm — 9pm Drinks and Complimentary Cheeseboard
Tuesday to Friday : Lunch & Dinner (Food 12-3pm / 6-9pm)
Saturday : Now open all day for drinks (Food 12-3pm / 6-9pm)
Sunday 12pm — 4pm (Food last orders 3pm)

Early Bird Menu Wednesday and Friday

Continuing to be a great success please come and join us either on
Wednesday and/or Friday nights for a Special ‘Pub Classics’ Menu at £15.
Don’t forget our Happy Hour drinks prices on Friday nights 5-8pm
where all House drinks are £4 Booking essential! 01380 723 053

Relaxing Sunday Lunch at The G&D

Have you ever felt pressured by a restaurant to eat and leave on a Sunday?
We don't like that here. Come and relax and let us look after you with a

3 course menu for £35, the Sunday newspapers & the fire alight on colder
days. There’s no better way to relax and stretch out your Sunday here!

Sunday Night Quiz at 7.30pm
Every second Sunday is quiz night (Oct 11th, Oct 25th, Nov 8th , Nov 22nd )

Keep an eye on Rowde All About It for any changes/updates!
Cheese plates £3.50 at half time. Bar opens at 6:30pm

Our new G&D Bottomless Brunch £39pp
Saturday 3rd and 17th October from 11am
Croissants & pastries on arrival, choice of 5 brunch dishes to choose
from and 90 minutes of unlimited Prosecco, House Wine or Cruzcampo!
Please note: Tables must be booked in advance! (Last booking at 2pm)

Jam Session Night with Callum

Thursday 1st & 22nd October / 12th & 26th November

A very laid back twist on Open Mic. No waiting list, no strict structure, no

pressure. Just anyone who is interested in playing or listening to music,

gathering together and having fun! Now with Happy Hour drinks prices
from 8-10pm. More information please ask Callum
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The G&D Autumn Events (Cont’d)
Tuesday Cards Night 6.30pm

Join us for Crib or CLAG (easy fun game mixture of Whist & Hearts)
every week. All levels welcome from beginners to advanced players

Darts at The G&D - Beat the barman!

Whether you are a seasoned player or a fluke at Bullseye put
your skill and luck against Callum as we look to form an In-
house league. Beat Callum and win a free pint or glass of wine!
Thursday 15th October is kick off night

Halloween Saturday 31st October 4-7pm

Bring the kids and make sure to stop at the G&D for Trick or Treats
Complimentary Hot Apple Cider and Hot Dogs for £5

Christmas at The G&D

Our delicious Christmas Menu is now available on-line
Bookings taken from 1st of December to Christmas Eve
Vouchers are also available to be purchased (Extra 20% throughout
November for Black Friday Special)

Sunday 20th is St Matthews Carols & Village Supper 4pm & 7.30pm

NYE 2026

Lets party like its 1999! Supper & Disco! Doors open at 9pm. 2
Course BMF sit down meal at 9.30pm then a Pudding & Cheese
buffet on terrace at 11.30pm all 3 courses are £45pp. Or join us just
for cash drinks & the Pudding / Cheese buffet & the Disco for £15

Booking Essential!

Dear Rowde,

What a smashing summer! Maybe a little too warm with those summer “heat waves”.

| think that at some point throughout the summer we have had the pleasure of seeing the
whole village here at The G&D ! Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are
now open Monday evenings for drinks and a complimentary help yourself cheeseboard
on the bar. Saturday we are now open all day for drinks!! We’ve also got some new & fun
Pub events this Autumn and hope to see you here. If you have any ideas or suggestions
of other events please do let us know. Our new G&D Manager Callum, is proving to be a
wonderful addition to the team and he would love to see you at his “Open Mic” nights. |
really am so lucky to have such a brilliant team here at the pub, and just wanted to say a
massive thank you to Amy, Callum & all the team! See you soon, Chippy
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Do you have some news to share or just have
something to say about the village?

hangey Canal Boat WE NEED YOU!

Rental If you can contribute to the content of your
Rowde Village News in any way or would like
From the Wharf below to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss
Caen Hill Locks any magazine issues then please contact:

Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email at
watters.alan@gmail.com
Www_foxhangers_co_ uk or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by email
at suzijj@rocketmail.com

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers DISCLAIMER

Visit our website for complete details of our Please note that the information given and views expressed
in this magazine are generally as supplied by the contributors.

Weekend Breaks Our personal comments may sometimes be expressed in the
Midweek breaks editorial on page 3 and if our views are given elsewhere, they

Weekly B Kk will be credited as so. In addition, much of the local news items

cekly breaks is sourced directly from other publications and the intemet. We

) therefore apologise for any inaccuracies published but regrettably
More to Foxhangers than boat hire! we have no control over this possibility happening. We will

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting however publish comections noffied to s as soon as possle.
All aspects of boat engineering Alan Watters, Editor
Chandlery

Tel: 01380 828795

Magazine Submission Deadlines

(bi-monthly)
4 self-catering units and a campsite
available at Lower Foxhangers 15th November 2026, 15th January 2027,
Visit www.foxhangers.com for details 15th March 2027, 15th May 2026

Move.Every.Day.

E S New venue:

Devizes Music Academy,
Bath Road
Business Centre

Improvers & Intermediates

Currently running classes:
Mondays @ 6.15pm
—

For any enquiries, including new Beginners classes
suzijj@rocketmail.com &, Tel: 01380 729791

[E) Find me on INSTAGRAM: med.pilates or [[§ FB: Move Every Day Pilates
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Heather Smith

North Wessex Therapie.s
Change and Wellbeing Therapy

cognitive behavioural therapy - hynotherapy - relaxation -
mindfulness - stress management

Face to face appointments now available at The Therapy Rooms, 32
New Rd, Chippenham and in Bromham

anxiety - stress - phobias - chronic pain - habits - poor sleep
life goals: career - personal life - sports

Call for a chat or email
t:07702 113544
e: heather@northwessextherapies.com
w: www.northwessextherapies.com

e
il

Friendly, gentle foot care in your own home
‘f 'h, )

LAURENCE PLUMB J. Dixon
L \r;‘.

Interior & Extetior Foot Care -

~ &
Painting/Decoratin : .
g/ g Jenmfer Dixon DipFH, MCFHE, MAFHP

Free Estimates Foot Health Practitioner

Tel: 01380 728174 BT o

e Nail cutting
¢ Corn removal

e Callus/Hard skin removal

B \ ;

e MTM &= '—3 e Fungal & thickened nail management
N MARKET TOWN MEMORIALS Wwia o Athletes foot
Call o arrange an appointment New Memorials - CrECkEd hEEiS

Monday to Saturday Renovations _ @ [ngﬂwn toenails

Evenings available Additional Inscriptions G l f‘ & d :

Bespoke Designs e General foot care & advice
01380 829630 Pet Stones

House Signs

07951 536529
Call or message to book your appointment

& 07377 476064

% idix @omai
B4 j.dixonfootcare@gmail.com

Rowde Village News October/November 2026 Page 39



Sunda 22nd November
12. 30pm t03.00pm :: ¢
Furlong Close & The Mind Tree Café

HRISTM, S

¥ MARKET%

Furlnng Close, Rowde SN10 2TQ
“¥REEENTRy

sk

arts
tOget’he r...ageing creatively
Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce [ lr_,[_ Jr
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health sl i
and well being for vulnerable elderly people through WELLBEING

participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in
Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local

awareness and help at our sessions.

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME AND HELP BY? Holistic MRSSﬂgC Treatments

e Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or iﬂ R{)Wdﬁ
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways?

¢ Individuals: Help spread the word in your
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a .
fundraiser for us, help promote our work? DEEP Tissue I Spﬂﬁs I Pre & Post Natal

e  Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources
to support groups involvement

For more info about our activities or being involved www.charluttf:jackmanwellbt:ing.cum

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk /07780860922 T: 07812952362

www.artstogether.co.uk  Registered Charity 1109432
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WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB CREAM PARLOUR|

AND CATTERY . aste e _..Tawp

Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery
For Tiny Tigers is Now Open

Luxury Holiday Venue For Our
Canine Friends
Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome
Potterne Devizes
01380 738189/726330
Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk

VILLAGE DIARY

Parish Council Meetings 2026

(Al Wednesdays at 7.30pmin Village Hall unless otherwise notified)
14th October, 11th November, 16th December.

Other Events
T H E Tuesday mornings - Church Cafe - page 21

T R A N Q U | L M O M E N T Tuesday evenings - Cards Night - page 37

Fourth Thursdays - Mobile Library - page 27

Friday aftemoons - Craft, Coffee and Chat - page 11
HEALTH & BEAUTY CLINIC Sunday Evenings - Quiz - page 36
1st & 22nd October - Jam Session Night - page 36

Wide range of treatments available including 3rd October - Bring & Buy/Books/Coffee & Cake - page 27
facials, massage, manicure & pedicure, waxing 3rd October - Bottomless Brunch - page 36
and eye treatments 17th October - Play & Pastries - page 28
. . 17th October - Bottomless Brunch - page 36
Online booking 24th October - Good Afternoon Choir in Concert - page 2

31st October - Halloween at the G&D - page 37

7th November - Jigsaw & Book Sale - page 4

7th November - Tea/Coffee & Cake & Xmas Gifts - page 4
7th November - Bring & Buy/Books/Coffee & Cake - page 27
12th & 26th November - Jam Session Night - page 36
22nd November - Christmas Market - page 40

25th November - Ukraine Presentation - page 28

20th December - Carols & Village Supper - page 37

? December - Xmas Afteroon Tea for Seniors - page 47
Various dates - Holidays & Cruises - back cover

Free parking and quiet location
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WHITE HORSE OPERA

JA TRANTATA

BY GIUSEPPE VERDI
SUNG IN ENGLISH

DEVIZES WHARF THEATRE
OCTOBER TUES 27, WED 28,
FRI30 AT 7.30PM, SAT 31 AT 2PM

TICKETS £20 FROM
DEVIZES BOOKS (CASH ONLY) &
WWW.TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK/WHITEHORSEOPERA
REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1194308

VIOLETTA ALFREDO GIORGIO FLORA ANNINA
Lisa Robert Niall Barbara Jessica
Gompels Philtips

House Felstead Hoskin

2kl

La Traviata {meaning "The Fallen Woman"} is a tragic opera
in three acts by Giuseppe Verdi.

It tells the story of Violetta, a Parisian courtesan who falls
in love with a nobleman named Alfreda.

However, Violetta sacrifices their idyllic life together after
being pressured by Alfredo’s father to leave for the sake of
his family's reputation, she reluctantly writes Alfredo a
farewell letter and sets off for Paris.

Amid all the tension and heartbreak there are some
rousing party scenes but ultimately Violetta, having finally
been reunited with Alfredo, tragically dies in his arms of

tuberculosis .
p, - -
A

"

GASTON BARON MARQUIS DOCTOR
Jon DOUPHOL Robin GRENVIL
Paget Jim Donovan Lane Paula Boyagis

X

NASH LAWNS & HEDGES

GRASS & HEDGE CUTTING SERVICES
Garden services we offer

Ep Lawn cutting, of all sizes

m) Ride on Mower work

‘ Lawn Scarifying

* Strimming

‘ Hedge cutting and Hedge reductions
m) Shrub cutting

’ Garden clearance

Please contact Mark for a free guote on

07894546453 or email
marknash99@hotmail.co.uk

The

Steppin’Tones
Barndance/Ceilidh Band

We are up to a six piece band based
in the Frome and West Wilts area
with particular connection to Rowde
and Bromham.

Our excellent dance caller can guide
you through dances with clear, easy
to follow instructions but above all,
makes it a fun experience. Don’t
worry about going wrong - we all do!

We also give people a break by
providing songs or tunes between
dances, if desired.

If you want to provide your own
playlists, please give plenty of notice.

Our band works within a 30 miles
radius of Frome and we are

also happy to do fund raisers at
concessionary rates, occasionally.

Contact us on 01749 850727
or Email: 55ksar2050@gmail.com
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HERE TO TAKE

THE LEAD -.,mx,

STRUGGLING TO
WALK YOURDOG?"®

Hynuuwarﬂnrimﬂmﬂyiﬂ, &
4 our volunteers can help!

FRENDS

0 01736 757 900 |50
)© ADMINeCINNAMON.ORG.UK | =
inlw CINNAMON.ORG.UK -m-_.._i_;__-.

WAITING!

2

>)

-
L=
i_‘

rII\VIE 2L,

Are you age 60+? =
Come and join our friendly
exercise class and help
maintain/improve your mobility
(Exercises may be done seated or standing)
Mondays
2.30pm - 3.30pm
followed by coffee/tea and a chat
at Rowde Village Hall

Cost : £4.00

For more information contact:
Yvonne 01380 723086
Y.\Le@thegablesdevizes.co.uk

,,__
(5

{

SPEEDING IN ROWDE
Rowde Community Speed Watch Team

& Speed Indicator Device

The Parish Council has a Speed Indicator Device in the village to
warn drivers of the speed that they are travelling. This device
needs to be moved every 3 months.

If you feel you could help with this task, we would love to hear
from you.

Community Speed Watch is another way to tackle speeding

motorists to keep our village safe.

Can you spare an hour or 50 a month to be part of the

Community Speed Watch Team? Training will be given.

To get involved, please contact: Clir Chris Greenwood at
Cj_g@E@me.com or

phone 01380 722466

Rowde Village News October/November 2026

lendology-cic  Wiltshire Counci

ZWWA'M? with Hoart and Mond

Wiltshire Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners.*

If you have lived in your home for over 5 years and:

* Are over 60; or
* Are in receipt of State Benefits; or
* Have children under 16 living with you.

You may be eligible for a home improvement
loan to keep your home warm, safe, and suitable
for your needs.

to dehver the council subsidised loan scheme Our
knowledgeable team of advisers will guide you through the
process of applying.
To book a no-obligation assessment, or for more information,

visit www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099.

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1IEU

*subject to eligibility
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Sudoku (medium this month)

1
9 6
816|3]2 5
4. 5(8 7
1 8
5 2|6 4
512|617 419 |1
2 7
2
Last Month’s Solution
1/6[9|5|7|2)14|3|8
315(214(1|8]|6(|7(9
418(713(9|6]2 (5|1
711/1819(6[4]|5(2(3
6/23|8(5(1]19(4|7
5(9(4)17(2(3)11(8|6
913|612(8|5|7|1|4
214(116|3|7]8(9]5
8|7(5|1(4|9]3|6|2

Mini Sudoku (difficult this month)

Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes
so that each of the six separate areas of

the puzzle and each line vertically and
horizontally contains each number only once.

2
54 Last Month’s Mini
61 Sudoku Solution
2 3435621
3 6162534
2141113 (6(5
6(5(3|1(4|2
3(1|1412(5|6
5(2(614|1|3
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Quick Reference List of Advertisers

Advertiser Page
FOOD:

Farm Fresh Local Produce 35
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:

M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons) 11
John Stuart Funeral Services 30
D J Bewley Funeral Directors 7
MTM Memorials 39
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
Dolman Audio Visual (Audio repairs) 29
Lendology.cic / Wiltshire Council 43
Mander Dufill Chartered Accountants 34
Wiltshire Buildings Record 1"
Michael Williams Financial Services Ltd 17
Holistic Massage Treatments 40
Lee Short - Financial Services 32
Holidays & Cruises back cover
Barndance/Ceilidh Band ‘The Steppin’Tones 42
Lemon Cleaning Services 23
BP Bodyworks - vehicle repairs 23
Picture Framing 27
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:

Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb) 39
Plasterer (T O’Rourke) 15
Caroline Flack Soft Furnishings 30
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers) 7
KFR (used furniture and white goods) 27
Gray & Amor Ltd, Property Renovation 21
Willow & White Cleaning 28
GARDEN MAINTENANCE:

Nash Lawns & Hedges 42
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:

The Rowdey Cow 41
The George and Dragon 36&37
The Mind Tree Cafe 13
HEALTH AND FITNESS:

Active Plus for over 60s 43
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty 41
Wiltshire Mind 46
The Sycamore Centre 15
Pilates Classes 38
North Wessex Therapies 39
Cathy’s Yoga Classes 10
The Five Elements Retreats (Holistic & Reiki) 32
Affordable Acupuncture 22
Foot Health Practitioner 27
J Dixon Foot Practitioner 39
PETS & LIVESTOCK:

Whistley Canine Country Club 41
Pup Suey Dog Grooming 30
Dog Walking 43
MISCELLANEOUS:

Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 7
Nursery — Townsend Barn 10
Canal Boat Rental — Foxhangers 38
Arts Together - Ageing Creatively 40
Logs and Kindling 30

And please remember to mention where you saw the
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed
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Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide

Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers

Agincare at Furlong Close
Tel: 721309

Allotments

Rowde Parish Council
Clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Bell Ringing

Contact Michael Cornwell

on 07388 224129
michael.cornwell@btinternet.com

Charities

Silverwood School Charity Trust
silverwoodcharity@silverwood.
wilts.sch.uk
https://www.silverwood.wilts.sch.uk/
charity-trust
www.facebook.com/groups/
silverwoodchar

Church Coordinator
Benefice Administrator:

Helen Rawlings
helen@rowdebromhambenefice.co.uk

Church Choir
Contact Nicola Brown:
nicolabrown678@gmail.com

01380 722406

Church Flowers

Caroline Keevil
ck@carolinekeevil.co.uk

Tel: 725483

Flowers for all occasions,
Weddings, Funerals & Anniversaries

Church Wardens - vacant

Doctor

For list of doctors contact the
Health Commission, Pans Lane,
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717

Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094

Footpaths
Please contact Rowde Parish Council

Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755

Hospitals

Devizes Community Hospital

Tel: 723511

Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100

Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club

Held in Village Hall and meet at
various dates in the month at 2.30pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049

Local Councils

Wiltshire Council

Tel: 0300 4560100

Devizes Town Council 722160

Monday Club (Rowde & Bromham)
Bromham Communiy Hub 10am o 1.30pm
Carol 01380 850925
Cathy 01380 850555

Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Georgina Dodd Ring 101
Google Devizes NPT to contact on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes

Parish Council

Chair - Lisa Wills

Tel: 07557887278
clirl.wills@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk - Tekla Hicks

Tel: clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Playing Fields

For playing field bookings please
contact the Parish Council Clerk
clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Police Devizes Police Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants/Cafes
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053

Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Mind Tree Cafe, Tel: 07506 402081

Rowde Book Club
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788

Rifle Club

Practice Wednesdays, Matches
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174

Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100

Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 07710542653
Alan Watters, Tel: 07886870053

Rowde Village News

Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788/
07886870053 rvneditor1@gmail.com
www.rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)

Rowde C of E Primary
Academy

High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher 723991

Silverwood School
Head Teacher
Tel: 850309

TAXI
J Dalley 07592 063789

Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505

The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Website

www. rowdeparishcouncilgov.uk
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com

SILLY JOKES

letter in it? Envelope

relaxed in years!”

the hole thing.

1. What starts with e and ends with e but only has one

2. Why did Cinderella get kicked off the soccer team?
Because she kept running away from the ball!

3. Man - “These sleeping pills are amazing. | haven't felt so

Chemist - “Great, but please don’t exceed the stated dose.”
Man - “Oh, | don’t take them, | give them to my wife!”

4. Why did the baker stop making doughnuts? He was tired of

5. 1 got a new deodorant today, it said “remove cap and
push up bottom.” Can you guess what | did with it?

Rowde Village News October/November 2026
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Fawn Brindle ¢
pedigree whippet

=3 Born on
B 18th June 2026 %

@ KC registered

:|fl:|:|: Microchipped
1)

Wormed

He is a happy
healthy boy and U
needsakindand &
loving home. W W

You are more than
welcome to come
and see him with
no obligations,
we live in Rowde.

O Tel. 01380 725616

Email: leahbevan@me.com

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Menta Health Charity

Depressed? Anxious? Stuck? Grieving?
Stressed? Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE

A safe, confidential and personal place to
talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge

For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind

24a High Street

Melksham

SN12 6LA

Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk

Phone 01225 706532

Reg Charity Number: 1113751  Reg Company Number: 5498430

Youth Love Loss

Remembrance Day
A poem by Rowde’s Alan Pengelly

| was born Molly Jackson, the eldest of three

He was born Arthur Cooper, one year older than me

| first saw him in our village school down the lane

Where we'd run scream and holler come sunshine come rain
With the school day done, often he’'d wait

And we’d run laugh and play, back to my garden gate

| remember as if it were yesterday

These childhood memories | keep to this day

Awakening youth, young carefree teens

Heads full of hopes, hearts full of dreams

He went to my father to ask for my hand

| was the happiest girl in all of this land

And so it did happen one fine day in May

| walked down the aisle while the organ did play
The vows that we took, the rings that we gave
And this plain white dress | keep to this day

Oh how we danced to an old fashioned waltz

The songs the band played are still in my thoughts

With your cheek on my cheek, your arms round my waist
That first night together my lips still taste

| seems so long ago and so faraway

Yet it all comes home on Remembrance Day

Soon the shadow of war lay long on the land

And like many a fine man Arthur held up his hand
Your Country needs you, all the posters did say

So with sorrow and pride | watched him march away
Some letters came home , till they sailed with the tide
To some foreign shore cross that channel so wide

I'd read his letter, each night | would pray

Each word | recall , right to this day

Then one day there came a knock at the door

A young man in uniform eyes to the floor

Alone in numb silence the words echoed round me
Presumed missing in action, God save King and Country
Now old letters and photographs call from a time

Of a life once lived, of a love that was mine

He was my Sun and my Moon, my work and my play

So these dreams that were ours, | keep to this day

Mad men and artists or how
advertising exploits fine art is the
subject of the first lecture of our
2026-7 programme. Join us on
Wednesday 7 October at 11 am
in the Assembly Hall, Melksham
to discover how Leonardo,
Raphael and Michelangelo have
seen their work transformed by
the advertising industry.

The Textiles Revolution and Post War female
Designers - Join us on Wednesday 4 November
at 11 am in the Assembly Hall, Melksham to hear
how a group of British designers brought their flair
and love of colour into our homes, literally making
modern art a part of the furniture.

The Perfect Partnership: Edwin Lutyens and
Gertrude Jekyll - The partnership between one

of Britain’s greatest architects and best loved
plantswoman transformed the look and feel of Britain’s
houses and gardens. Paul Atterbury of the BBC'’s
Antiques Roadshow examines their enduring appeal
to modern tastes in both garden and interior design.
Join us for a great lecture and a Christmas drink
at:The Assembly Hall, Melksham, 11am 2 December

Attend your first lecture for free, regular guests £8.

For details of the full lecture programme go to:
www.tasnorthwilts.org.uk

THE ARTS
SOCIETY
MORTH
WILTSHIRE
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-HOLIDAYS & CRUISES -

BOOKING LINE 01225 865725

16 High St, Melksham | Open Tue - Sat, 10am - 4pm » By appointment only - call to arrange

All journeys include a hostess service & our coach features an onboard kitchen!

COACH HOLIDAYS

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR COACH HOLIDAYS IN THE UK AND EUROPE!

23 Dec Christmas in Cheshire £745pp
5 days « Based at 4* Park Royal Hotel

30 Dec New Year Party £515pp
4 days « Based at Mercure Dunkenhalgh Hotel

8 Jun Spain - Picos Mountains & Sky Safari 10 seats £1595pp
2027 8 days » Based at Olimpo Hotel

28 Aug Switzerland - Lindt Factory & Bernina Express £1479pp
8 days « Based at Sport Hotel Davos

*Entrance or lunch included

Black Country Living Museum ® £72pp*
Forest of Dean & Sunday Lunch £65pp*
Spinnaker Tower inc High Tea Experience £85pp*
Abergavenny on Market Day £39pp

The Queens Robes - Buckingham Palace ® £82pp*
Autumn Colours & Cream Tea Abbey Mill £55pp*
Dobbies & Cotswolds Outlet Village ® £25pp

Longleat Festival of Light 2026 £99pp*

@®Good availability  Under 20 seats @)Under 10 seats @ Limited
BECOME A TRAVEL CLUB MEMBER TO MAKE SAVINGS ON THE PRICES SHOWN

Pick ups in Devizes, Rowde,
Bromham & Melksham




