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The'\Rowde Village News
Production and Distribution teams

would like to thank you for your support

s during 2024 and wish you all
SA VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND

ALL THE VERY BEST FOR 2025

Alan, Suzan, Julie, Sue and all the distributors
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MEET SANTA, A PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE

(GIFT INCLUDED)

STORY WITH SANTA

FESTIVE ADULT &
cHILDRENS MENU

MULLED WINE, BAR
& SOFT DRINKS

Friday 6th December
Friday 13th December
Saturday 2ist December



Editorial

Welcome to another bumper edition of your
Rowde Village News.

This issue there are all the usual excellent

clubs, societies and other organisations of
course but there are also several interestin
articles in the ‘Local News’ pages (24 to 31).

Did you know there is a new street named
Haymeadow Way in the village? Well its just
off Reed Place and you can see and read
how its being created on pages 24 and 25.

Trish Gange has given us a very interesting
account of her month long trip to Paris as a
Paralympics volunteer. What an amazingly

selfless but rewarding thing to do! Read all

about it on pages 26 and 27.

There are also very good updates from The
Mind Tree Café (pages 30 and 31) and David
Gaston’s continuing aid trips to Ukraine (pages
28 and 29).

there is an article about a lucky charity shop find

Whilst ‘out & about | discovered a gem of a café in
Calne. Read about just how good it is on page 20.

The new year is looming and atpparenﬂY::January
tops the charts as the ‘haplinles month! Find out
y in Z6e Rucker’s excellent article on page 21.

Final%can |, on behailf of all of us, sa?/ how
grateful we are for the many years of voluntary
work Sue Scruse has given to the magazine
and the village as our distribution manager. Sue
is stepping down from her post as soon as we

Mind how you go, Ed

reports and articles from the village’s schools,

Also in the local news section (pages 29 and 30)

that tumed out to be super relevant to the village.

can find someone to take over from her. See our
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advert for a new distribution manager on page 12.

Print Design & Printing and all the advertisers

This magazine is brought to you thanks to Jam

This magazine is generally printed in black and
white in hard copy and delivered free to every
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on

not wish any particular details (photographs,
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the
World Wide Web then they are advised not

include them in their submissions, thank you.

Notice to contributors & advertisers

the Village website in full colour. If anyone does

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to

The Magazine Team

Alan Watters (Editor)

Tel: 01380 724788

Email: watters.alan@gmail.com
Suzan Jackett (Assistant Editor)

Tel: 01380 729791

Email: suzijj@rocketmail.com
Julie Baker (Advertising Manager)

Tel: 07796690413

Email: juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk
Sue Scruse (Distribution Manager)

Tel: 01380 729488

Email: scrusefamily@aol.com

advertisements is the 15" of every second month.

leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the
team is already stretched, we very much regret
we are unable to accept requests of this nature

will be a small charge.

contributors. They do not necessarily represent
the views of the magazine’s editorial team.

Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting

except in very special circumstances, when there

Views expressed in this magazine are those of its
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Cover Images

The early morning photograph on the front
cover was taken recently by the editor and is
looking south from Rowde Couirt.

The wonderful photograph looking towards
Oliver’s Castle on the back cover was sent in
by Z6e Rucker. It's a cracker Zbe! (see also her
article and another great photograph on page 21)
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MONDAY CLUB NEWS

Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

On Saturday 30th November, Monday Club will
be holding a fundraising coffee morning from
10.00 to 12.00 in the Clubhouse so if you can,
please do come along and support us.

We are a charity serving older people in our
community and as such we need to raise funds to
cover our overheads and provide for our members.
Have you noticed the new arm chairs in the
Clubhouse - Monday Club was able to buy these
thanks to a grant obtained by our amazing treasurer.

We are grateful for donations from the Parish Council,
Netherstreet Plant Sale and the Clubhouse Café but
this does not entirely cover our costs. We provide
subsidised hot meals, a warm and welcoming
environment with fun, stimulating activities and
transport to and from the club if required.

New members are always welcome, come along
and join us. For more information contact:

Carol - 01380 850925 or Cathy - 01380 850555

Coffee Morning
To raise funds for Bromham &
Rowde Monday Club

Saturday November 30th
10.00 - 12.00
in The Clubhouse
Tea, Coffee, Cake
Bottle Tombola

Please come along and support us

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL

Nothing to report from the Village Halll, only to say
the weekly Bingo sessions on Monday evenings are
proving very popular with ‘players’ from the village
and surrounding areas.

The Hall will be closed from December 20th until
January 6th 2025 for staff holidays.

With all Good Wishes for Christmas and the New
Year from the Village Hall Committee.

Di Buckland
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB

At the meeting on October 8th members
enjoyed a good ‘natter’ and chose their
menus for the Christmas Dinner at the Bear
Hotel in December. The winner of the Raffle
was Mrs. C. Sault.

At the 5th of November meeting we were very
creative and made 3D Christmas cards with
‘stand out’ Christmas trees under the guidance
of Mrs. C. Morris. The winner of the Raffle this
month was Mrs. B. Watson.

The Christmas Dinner will be at The Bear
Hotel on December 3rd and the next
monthly meeting will be in the New Year on
7th January in the Village Hall, programme
to be announced.

Happy Christmas and All Good Wishes for
the New Year from Rowde Ladies Club.

Di Buckland

DID YOU KNOW?

If you report an incident of fly-tipping to
Wiltshire Council, you could get a gift
voucher of up to £200 following payment
of a fixed penalty notice or successful
prosecution. The council will then pay
contractors to clear the area.

Rowde

Carol Service
@St Matthew’s Church

*

L
‘o -

Sunday 22™

December

All welcome!
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB

Meetings are generally held on the fourth Wednesday evening of the month. Contact Ann on
01380 724788 for further info.

BOOK REVIEW
‘One Hundred Years of Solitude’
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

This novel, widely acclaimed as a great literary masterpiece and written by
the Colombian author Gabriel Garcia Marquez, was first published in 1967.

It is an epic tale spanning one hundred years of turbulent Latin American
history and seven generations of the Buendia family, beginning with the
founding of the city of Macondo in a secluded forest of Columbia. Separated
by mountains and a swamp road from neighbouring settlements the
inhabitants have little contact with the outside world except for an annual visit
by a travelling band of gypsies peddling technologies like ice and telescopes.

The plot follows the creation and disintegration of both Macondo and
the Buendia family. Wars and disasters follow one after another and the -
humour is dark. Incestuous tendencies in the family are present in each -
generation and they seem unable to break this fatal cycle. Patterns of '
behaviour are repeated as often as the names given to each generation,
all of which which can prove very confusing for the reader.

Classified as a novel within the genre of magical realism, fantastical elements appear normal. It
was described as “surreal but strangely compelling and thought provoking” by one of our book club
members, while others found it bewildering in its complexity and “very challenging”.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez received a Nobel prize for literature in 1982. The novel is currently being made
into a sixteen part series for Netflix!

Jane Baker

NURSERY

TOWNSEND BARN (2
% 4 POULSHOT

PARAY For pre-school children age 0-5 years
TR Open all year from 8am - 6pm
4 LN

The Nursery makes full use of its rural setting, and focuses on outdoor
play as well as indoor activities. Home cooked food provided.

Children’s gardens & greenhouse | Vegetable plot
Tennis court | Nature garden | Outdoor wood oven
Swimming with Parents | Sandpit | Outings & Trips ; ¢

Y5

o

For further details please contact: ple s

01380 828141 / 07976 899946 - ™
www.fownsendbarnnursery.co.uk
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ROWDEY COW NEWS

We've just finished a busy half term and had a
fantastic first family Rowdey Cow Bingo night —
we sold out of tickets straight away and everyone
had a great time — we also raised money for
Julia’s House with a raffle. We hope to repeat
this with a Christmas Bingo night next month.
Although the café is a lot quieter this month we
are in full swing preparing for Christmas!

We have a delicious 2 or 3 course Christmas Menu
which can be preordered and we have a Christmas
Party Buffet Package on offer too! If you are looking for
a venue for your works party we have 3 nights of Tea
with Santa and the tickets are for sale on our website.

Karen is busy creating some festive ice cream
flavours with After Eight, Chocolate Orange,
Minced Pie and Kinder Bueno to name just a few!
The pigs and donkeys are now in for the Winter
as the fields are too wet for them and can be
seen in the barn. The other animals are still
managing some outdoor time as the weather
has been quite mild for this time of year.

We are very pleased to be hosting the Rowde
Church Crib Service here on Christmas Eve.

Our Christmas opening hours will be:
Monday 23rd December open 9am-4pm,
Tuesday Christmas Eve 9am-3pm
Christmas Day & Boxing Day Closed
Friday 27th-Tuesday December 31st open 9am-4pm
Fir Christmas Trees on behalf of Wiltshire January 1st New Year’s Day Closed
Christmas Trees and £5 from each tree will be January 2nd — January 5th Open 9am 4pm

going to Dorothy House. We can also organise
to deliver to your home if you live locally.

-

......
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ROWDEY COW NEWS

We wished our most regular customer, Brian, CRIB SERVICE
a happy 80th birthday in November which he
enjoyed here with us. AT THE ROWDEY COW
WITH ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH
2.30PM CHRISTMAS EVE
COME AND HEAR THE

CHRISTMAS STORY

AND MEET THE ROWDEY COW
ANIMALS

ESPECIALLY SUITABLE
FOR FAMILIES
WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

Heather Smith

North Wessex Theral:)ie,s

Change and Wellbeing Therapy

cognitive behavioural therapy - hynotherapy - relaxation -
mindfulness - stress management

Face to face appointments now available at The Therapy Rooms, 32
New Rd, Chippenham and in Bromham

anxiety - stress - phobias - chronic pain - habits - poor sleep
life goals: career - personal life - sports

Call for a chat or email
t:07702 113544
e: heather@northwessextherapies.com
w: www.northwessextherapies.com

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025 Page 7



Rob Hunt DipP

Phone
07970 256287
Email

Plan today for a better tomorrow

rob@mwfs.co.uk My expertise

Location Investment Planning

Inheritance Tax Planning®

Devizes, Wiltshire

Home visits available

Retirement Planning
Mortgages & Protection
Equity Release

|-_‘| Equity Release
Council

*Inheritance Tax Planning is not regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Free initial About me
CONsSyuU Itutiun > With 30 years of experience in financial services, I'm

passionate about helping individuals and families reach their
financial goals. | prioritise building long-term relationships

L
FI'EE ﬁ"ﬂ“ﬂlul with my clients based on trust, integrity, and personalised

health check. Bivis

My transparant, easy-to-understand guidance enables you to
make informed decisions and achieve greater peace of mind.
Contact me today for a fee-free consultation.

Michasl Williarms Financial Services Ltd, 15¢ Vine Street, Evesham, Wores. WR11 4RE

Tek 013586 4724561 Web: wwnvemvefs.co.uk

Michasl Williarms Fanancial Services Lid is an appointed representative of The Whitechurch
Mertwoork Lid which is authorised and repulated by the Financial Condwct Buthority.
Repistzred in England & Wales Moc 5263058

m
Y¥ Michael Williams
FIBANLIAL % A EYIL a [N E)
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NEWS FROM SILVERWOOD SCHOOL - ROWDE CAMPUS

JVL

School

Building Community, Inspiring Learning
Executive Headteacher - Mr Sean McKeown

The Drama and Music Yr 11 groups took place
in the Shakespeare in Schools event and
performed to family and friends and paying
members of the public at the Frome Merlin
Theatre. Their performance was exceptional
and well received. Pupils enjoyed themselves
so much that they have performed two
encores to their friends and staff.

We also received some amazing feedback
from the Head of St Lawrence School who
watched our students perform:

“We spent the afternoon with some of your
staff and students yesterday in Frome as part
of the Shakespeare festival. | just wanted to

say what a joy it was and how impressed we
were at the production. Your staff had worked
incredibly hard and what was created was
both theatrically and musically authentic but
moving, funny and creative. There is often a
patronising assumption that the ‘mainstream’
production would be the one to watch, but
my students came away from Silverwood’s
Tempest with loads of feedback on how

to improve their own work. My particular
favourites were Prospero, Stefano and
Ferdinand and we all loved the integration of
the live music. Massive congratulations!”

Becky Young

MTM £3
§ MARK[T TOWN MEMORIALS Wi f‘:a

New Memorials
Renovations
Additional Inscniptions
Bespoke Designs
Pet Stones
House Signs

Call to arrange an appointment

Hmcny to Saturday

Evenings
01380 829630
07951 536529

Ask for afru brochure

available

@1 KFR ‘ re\'.fr\;]:ng Comm[umtres

Kennet Furniture Refurbiz
The Furniture and White goods charity.
To donate items or purchase please call:

01380 720722/ 720200
Unit 6B, Hopton Industrial Estate,

Devizes, SN10 2EU.

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their br/ght future

At Rowde C of E Primary Academy, we are well

and truly settled into this academic year and we can
feel the festive season approaching! On Friday 13th
December, we have our Christmas Church Service
at St Matthew’s Church: you are welcome to join us.

So far this year, we've had a number of successful
open events for both our current and prospective
parents. One area of our school improvement plan
this year is to develop the children’s oracy and
confidence when public speaking and performing.
We have started a partnership with Eisteddfodd,
which we will expand next year, and we are
increasing pupil involvement in assemblies — Year
3 and 4 have already done their class worship

in Term 1 and it's Year 5 this term. Of course,
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are also rehearsing
for their nativity performance!

Another |mportant element of school |mprovement
this year, is developing our forest school provision S o 5
and outdoor spaces. Mrs Barilli, one of our teaching . . .
assistants, is completing her training and runninga &S0 helped coordinate an amazing tree-planting
‘Rowde Rangers forest school club after school. She  Mission on our site where every child planted a

sapling on the field. We parents join us if they could,
too, and | can’t wait for the children to watch and see
their tree grow! To support us in purchasing more
forest school equipment and developing our outdoor
classroom, we currently have a Tesco in-store vote
which is now in 3 Tesco stores - please vote for us!
You can find us in the following Tesco stores: Calne
Beversbrook Road - SN11 9PU, Devizes Express -
SN10 3EQ, Calne Express - SN11 QUP.

Back in October, we had an amazing Bake Off event.
We couldn't believe the standard and quality of the
cakes that were submitted to the competition. We
welcomed Devizes Mayor John Stevens to judge,
alongside the Chair of our Academy Council — Julie
Baker —and our amazing cook and cleaner — Nicky.
Our families worked together and each class had
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY (cont’d)

e

afirst, second and third place. It helped RAFT (our
parent teacher association) raise more money which
will be used to fund some emergency awareness
training with Wiltshire Air Ambulance in the new year.

We have great connections with Dauntseys School
—we’re lucky to benefit from a number of outreach
opportunities, we take part in their dance festival

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025

Our bright start leads to their bright future

and use their swimming pool for our lessons. In
November, an art teacher and some older students
came to teach our Year 3 and 4 class how to do

screen printing. The children used some pictures of
autumn/winter animals to create their print tiles and
then they experimented with colour and design.

This year, after getting our ‘Ofsted Good’ in February,
we are focused on building wider connections in

our community and, of course, growing as a school.
I'm hoping in our next newsletter | can give you
more information about a nursery opening at the
school, for children aged 2 and above. We are also,
hopefully, extending our wrap-around care so the
school will be open as a community hub for 10 hours
a day —I'll keep you posted!

As always, we have an open-door policy at Rowde,
and you are always welcome to come and have a
tour. If you feel you have any skills or connections,

orif youd like to spend time with us, please do get

in touch. Do have a look at our website, or follow us
on Facebook, to get more frequent updates of all the
exciting things we're up to — 'm really looking forward
to our whole-school trip to the pantomime at the Bristol
Hippodrome on Thursday 19th December!

https:/AMmww.rowde.wilts.sch.uk/
Alice Simpson, Head Teacher
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Magazine Team

Vacancy

The Rowde Village News
would like to thank Sue Scruse
for all the hard work she has put
in over several years to make
sure you all receive your regular

free copy of the village magazine.

Sue is stepping down from
her role so we are now
looking for someone in the
village to take over her post
as Distribution Manager.

If you can spare just a few
hours every two months
and would like to become a
member of our small friendly
team please email Sue at
scrusefamily@aol.com

SPEEDING IN ROWDE
Rowde Community Speed Watch Team

& Speed Indicator Device

The Parish Council has a Speed Indicator Device in the village to
warn drivers of the speed that they are travelling. This device
needs to be moved every 3 months.

If you feel you could help with this task, we would love to hear
from you.

Community Speed Watch is another way to tackle speeding

motorists to keep our village safe.

Can you spare an hour or 50 a month to be part of the

Community Speed Watch Team? Training will be given.

To get involved, please contact: Clir Chris Greenwood at
Cj_g@E@me.com or

phone 01380 722466

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Menta Health Charity

Depressed? Anxious? Stuck? Grieving?
Stressed? Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE

A safe, confidential and personal place to
talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge

For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind

24a High Street

Melksham

SN12 6LA

Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk

Phone 01225 706532

Reg Charity Number: 1113751 Reg Company Number: 5498430
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lendology-cic  Wiltshire Council
Lending uith fat and. Md

Wiltshire Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners.*

If you have lived in your home for over 5 years and:

* Are over 60; or
* Are in receipt of State Benefits; or
* Have children under 16 living with you.

You may be eligible for a home improvement
loan to keep your home warm, safe, and suitable
for your needs.

to deliver the council subsidised loan scheme. Our
knowledgeable team of advisers will guide you through the
process of applying.
To book a no-obligation assessment, or for more information,
visit www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099.

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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o ﬁ grooming
: - ~  Find me on
, ‘ ) Facebook
(o /. Online
e R 2077041/ booking

| . FEs
available
Pupsueydoggrooming @ outiook.com

ON f

075493238831 Devizes

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on

07970 781828

eaflack@gmail.com
SIS

18 The Britox

Devizes
Wiltshire SN10 1AJ

Tel: 01380 729459

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

ROWDE VILLAGE

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

www.rowdevillage.or:

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025
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Your Parish Council

The next Parish Council meeting will be on
Wednesday 11th December 2024

7.30pm, Rowde Village Hall
Everyone is welcome to attend

Please visit the rowdevillage.org website, the Rowde
Parish Council Facebook page and the village
noticeboards for a full set of minutes and confirmation
of forthcoming Parish Council meetings.

If you would like to receive a hard copy of the
minutes, please contact the Parish Clerk.

The Parish Clerk can be contacted by email:
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or on: 07752 724096

Rowde Parish Council needs more Councillors.
If you can spare a few hours a month and are
interested in local issues, please consider
joining the team. Please contact the Clerk for
more details.

Parish Council Meetings

The Parish Council met on 9th October and 13th
November 2024. The full minutes for these meetings
are available on the website: rowdevillage.org or upon
application to the Clerk at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.
com, or 07752 724096.

PLANNING
Draft Gypsies and Travellers’ Development Plan

Wiltshire Council's Gypsies and Travellers’
Development Plan will be voted on at Wiltshire Council’'s
Cabinet meeting on 10th December 2024. The Chair

of Rowde Parish Council has booked Rowde Primary
School hall on the evening of Friday 13th December
2024 to stream a recording of this meeting so residents
can keep up to date with the outcome of the meeting.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

° Clir Mayes had posted a model response to the
Gypsy and Traveller Site Consultation on the Rowde

All About It Facebook page and also delivered over 50
letters to residents who are closest to the proposed site
(Oxhouse Farm). There were around 20 responses to
that letter which were forwarded to the relevant officers
at Wiltshire Council.

Sands Lane application appeal

The appeal against Wiltshire Council’s refusal to grant
planning permission to build up to 50 houses on Land
West of Sand’s Lane, Rowde (PL/2023/00386) is with
the Planning Inspectorate. The Parish Council has

responded to the appeal, in addition to local residents.
No date has been set for the appeal to be determined.

Planning Applications

. PL/2024/09662 Full planning permission:
Lower Farm, Devizes Road, Rowde, SN10 2LX
Devizes Roofing of Existing Silage Clamp. The Parish
Council had no objections.

. PL/2023/08887. Listed building consent.
Creation of new dormer to single storey wing to the
rear of the main house to facilitate the installation of a
platform lift (previously approved) Silverwood School,
Rowde, Devizes, Wilts, SN10 2QQ. The Parish Council
had no objections to the application. It was agreed that
the lift would be needed by the school.

. PL/2024/08495 Full planning permission.
Change of use of agricultural building to rural worker
dwelling (resubmission of PL/2023/10888)

Page 14

Stroud Farm, Rowde, Devizes, SN15 2JL (off

The Common). The Parish Council objected to

the application. It was noted that there are ample,
empty dwellings in that area if rural workers need
accommodation. Wiltshire Council has subsequently
approved this application.

DEVELOPMENT
Haymeadow Way

It is reported that the building of new homes at
Haymeadow Way, off Reed Place, is progressing well.
The modules arrived at the end of September. Wiltshire
Council thank local residents for their co-operation with
the safe delivery of the modules. Work is underway to fit
out the units intemally. Extemnally electrical connections
have been made and roofing work is underway with
scaffolding erected around the site. The homes will be
fitted with EV chargers and solar panels.

It is anticipated that the buildings will be completed in
March 2025.

Priority for the new homes will be given to Rowde
residents who are in need of housing.

All applicants for the new houses must be registered to
bid for the properties on the Homes4Wiltshire website.

J Dalley noted that some soil has been deposited on
the permissive path. J Dalley has asked for this to be
moved. (see also article on pages 24 & 25, Ed)

SILVERWOOD SCHOOL

Clir Mayes has visited Silverwood School recently and
noted that it is a wonderful facility. The Headteacher has
confirmed that the school arrivals and departures are
working well. Clir Mayes continues to pursue a speed
reduction outside of the school.

FLOODING & DRAINAGE

The Chair has met with a Drainage Engineer for
Wiltshire Council, who has confirmed that the CCTV
drainage survey of Devizes Road will take place in
Rowde before Christmas.

There have been problems with flooding from
Silverlands to Manor Farm. A Wessex Water map
shows there is a culvert there which may need to be
cleared. It may be necessary to contact all landowners
along the route of the culvert to ask them to clear their
ditches and drains.

Along Paradise Lane there are big drains that the
landowners are responsible for maintaining. Wiltshire
Council has suggested asking residents who have
properties along the culvert whether they would
consider funding a CCTV drainage survey. This will
show any damage to the culvert and could prevent
further risks of flooding to the properties.

There will be a CCTV drainage survey in Spring 2025
on Marsh Lane (past the bridge towards Caen Hill) to
look at flooding issues in that area.

HIGHWAYS & FOOTPATHS

Pavement on Devizes Road: complaints were raised
again about the overgrown pavement. Clir Mayes
agreed to speak with the Highways department again
about this.

Clir Mayes has requested a repair to the road surface
on Devizes Road, near to the Tanis bus stop. C
Greenwood noted that Springfield Road also needs to
be resurfaced.
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Temporary road closure: C249 Devizes from its
junction with A342 to its junction with the A361 will be
closed for 2 days to carry out carriageway reactive
patching and other associated works, recommencing
from 15 January 2025.

The government has given Wiltshire Council
£20million for Highways improvements. Wiltshire
Council is adding a further £22million to this amount.
Wiltshire Council has purchased a Bobcat machine,
which can be used for a variety of tasks and achieve
them in a short period of time.

Update from National Grid on VIP project: From
week commencing 28th October, National Grid were
taking deliveries of 5m diameter drums carrying
1000m of electricity cable to install underground.
There will be three deliveries per day, with a total of
72 deliveries taking place over the coming months.
Deliveries will take place during weekdays and during
daylight hours. The cables will be moved on large
flat-bed trailers, travelling at slow speeds. The trucks
will approach from the Beckhampton direction and wiill
deliver the cables through the construction compound
via the Hopton Industrial Estate. Deliveries will be
completed in January 2025. If you have any questions
for the VIP project team, or if residents experience
any problems with heavy construction vehicles on
Conscience Lane please call 0330 134 0051, or email:
visualimpact@nationalgrid.com.

SID matters: M Somerville has strimmed the area
around the SID socket on the Devizes Road, opposite
the bus shelter. There is still some overhanging
overgrowth. The Clerk will ask the Parish Steward to cut
this back.

Thank you to M Somerville, R Wills and L Wills for
tuming the SID around in its current location.

The Speed Indicator Device (SID) can be moved more
frequently when more volunteers join the group. If you
are interested in supporting the village in managing
speeding vehicles, please contact Chris Greenwood,
tel:07525 185514, email: cj_g@me.com

Community Speedwatch: The team can not come
out to use the camera unless more people volunteer.

If you are interested in being part of the Community
Speedwatch Team, please contact Chris Greenwood
on tel: 07525 185514, c|_g@me.com

Community update

Please contact Barbara Zaccarelli
(barbarazaccarelli@yahoo.com) if you are interested
in being a part of the committee.

FINANCE

The Parish Council has agreed to purchase a
reconditioned barista machine to help open the café
facility at Furlong Close for The Mind Tree Café
(Community Interest Company) for £1,800.

This is the first time that the organisation has made

a request for funding from the Parish Council. It was
highlighted that a coffee machine would benefit many
people in the village.

Monthly bank reconciliation & monthly invoices for
September 2024

(total: £3,330.27)

Admin costs: £1,823.58
Ground’s maintenance: £1103.49
Playground inspections: £403.20
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Monthly bank reconciliation & monthly invoices for
October 2024

(total: £3,036.06)

Admin costs: £1,850.68

Ground’'s maintenance: £1,047.70
Misc: £137.68

VACANCIES

. There are four vacancies on the Parish Council
which can be filled through co-option. If you can spare
an evening a month and are interested in what happens
in your village and you want to hear about it first, join

the Parish Council. If anyone is interested in joining the
Parish Council, please contact the Parish Clerk.

DOG OWNERS — REQUEST FOR OWNERS TO
ACT RESPONSIBLY

Dog owners are reminded that dogs must be under
their owner’s control at all times, and they are asked to
be respectful of other people.

STAY CONNECTED!
Website at rowdevillage.org

Facebook page: Check out the Parish Council’'s
Facebook page for news and events. Managed
by L Wills.

Contacts: The Parish Clerk can be contacted at
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com, or by telephone:
07752 724096 in office hours. Parish Councillors can be
contacted through the contacts page of this magazine.

MY WILTSHIRE APP

» The more reports that are logged through ‘My
Wiltshire’, the higher the priority the issue will
be given.

* ltis easy to report problems like potholes, dog mess,
graffit, litter and street lighting in your area using the
‘My Wiltshire’ online form. Reports can be made
anonymously, or you can register for free. Once you
have registered, you can track the reports you have
made, and receive notification once the work has
been completed. The more residents report issues,
the more likely we are to have them fixed.

*  The ‘My Wiltshire’ page can be accessed through
the Wiltshire Council website at: https:/Avww.
wiltshire.gov.uk/mywilts-online-reporting

CONCERNS

If you have any local concems about footpaths, hedges,

allotments, play facilities, or anything village related, we

would like to hear from you. We value your input and
suggestions and will try to help.

You can contact us through the Rowde Parish Council

Facebook page, or by e-mail: rowdeparishcouncil@

gmail.com, or by telephone: 07752 724096.

POLICE MATTERS

If you need to report a crime: Please dial 101 to report a

crime and 999 in an emergency. Itis possible to follow

the Police on:

Twitter https:/ftwitter.com/wiltshirepolice

Facebook https://iwww.facebook.com/wiltshirepolice/

Or sign up to Community Messaging https:/Avww.

wiltsmessaging.co.uk/

DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the village

diary on page 41 of the magazine. Start time 7.30pm.

We invite all villagers to attend, to observe and to make

use of the public question time in the meeting.
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ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Lisa Wills Chair / Social Media rpc.lisa.wills@outlook.com | 01380 730078
John Dalley Vice Chair; Sports & Playing Fields | jdtaxisdevizes@gmail.com | 07592 063789
Chris Stevens Village Appearance rpc.cstevens010@gmail.com

Vacant

Mark Somerville |Allotments, Safety jhsgardenservices@yahoo.com

Elaine Watt k.e.watt@gmail.com

Josh Wills Playing fields; Youth Co-ordinator | rpc.joshwills@gmail.com

Chris Greenwood

Neighbourhood Planning, Tree Officer, Roads & Transport

cj g@me.com 07525 185514

Vacant

Vacant

Vacant

Rebekah Jeffries

Clerk

rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com | 07752 724096

Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde

Wiltshire Councillor

Laura Mayes

laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL - Useful phone numbers

Libraries: 01225 713000
Parking: 01380 734812
Pest control: 01380 734721

Planning: 01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085

Registration - Births, Deaths & Marriages: 01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323

or mobile/outside Wiltshire: 01225777234
School admissions: 01225 713010
School special educational needs: 01225 718095
School transport: 01225 713004
Social care — adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care - children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

THE ARTS
SOCIETY
NORTH
WILTSHIRE

If you love the arts and would like to
meet a group of like-minded people then
we’d love to meet you. We are a very
friendly group who meet ten times a year
on the first Wednesday of the month in
the Assembly Hall Melksham. You can
join us free for your first lecture or come
as a guest for only £8.00.

Our next lecture on Wednesday 4
December will celebrate Christmas in Tudor
style and splendour. We might think that
Christmas was a Victorian invention but this
lecture will show you how Christmas was

celebrated in Tudor times. l
Full programme details at: '
www.tasnorthwilts.org.uk R,
i

T

Are you age 60+
Come and join our friendly

exercise class and help

maintain/improve your mobility
(Exercises may be done seated or standing)
Mondays
2.30pm - 3.30pm
followed by coffee/tea and a chat
at Rowde Village Hall

Cost : £4.00

For more information contact:
Yvonne 01380 723086
yve@thegablesdevizes.co.uk

—

[ 1
LY
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD

Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL
Tel: (01380) 722412 Fax: (01380) 727890

The W|Itsh|re Bobby Van Trust

" BOBBY AN

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly,
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse.
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting
the appropriate security devices. If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please
contact us to arrange a visit.
Tel No: 01380 861155 Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

BEWLEY

~uneral Direcrors Limited

EST 1970 C )'I!-IT j;‘,’l]‘ll”}' cre ht."'.l"L' _ﬁ}i' Your j(_{l'l‘!rf:\'

Devizes local family funeral service EST. 1970
Three generations of experience, personal values and professional service

24 Hour Service | Home Visits | Simple or Bespoke Funerals | Pre-paid funeral plans | memorials

Devizes 01380 728008
Ciolclen & Office & Chapel: 64 New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DP
La

vvvvvvvvv

Over 100 reviews at www.bewleyfunerals.com
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December 2024 and January 2025 Worship
in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane

Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde are in bold
Services in Bromham and Sandy Lane are in italic

- {1 RBSL

ROWDE. BROMHAM
& SANDY LANE _/

Date/Time Service

DECEMBER

Sunday 1st (1st Sunday of Advent)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Rowde

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 8th (2nd Sunday of Advent)

8am Moming Prayer (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde

Sunday 15th (3rd Sunday of Advent)

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Friday 20th

6pm Nine Lessons and Carols Bromham

Sunday 22nd (4th Sunday of Advent)

10am Holy Communion Rowde

6pm Carol Service Rowde

Tuesday 24th (Christmas Eve)

2:30pm Crib Service Rowdey Cow

4pm Crib Service Bromham

11:30pm Midnight Communion Rowde

Wednesday 25th | (Christmas Day)

8am Christras Moming Communion ~ Sandy Lane

10am Christrmas Moming Communion ~ Bromham

10am Christmas Moming Communion Rowde

Sunday 29th (Christmas 1)

10am Bromham

JANUARY

Sunday 5th (Epiphany)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Rowde

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 12th (Baptism of Christ)

8am Moming Prayer (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde

Sunday 19th (Epiphany 2)

10am Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 26th (Epiphany 3)

8am Holy Communion (BCP) Sandy Lane

10am Holy Communion Rowde
Page 18 December 2024 / January 2025 Rowde Village News



Everyone is very welcome at all our services.

Please visit www.achurchnearyou.com for more
information, check our church noticeboards

or contact the Benefice Administrator at
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com.

Church Opening Times

Rowde Church: Mon to Sat 10am — 4pm;
Sunday 10am — 4pm or after morning service.
Bromham Church: Daily 9am — 5pm
Sandy Lane Church: Daily 9am — 5pm

A Message from Revd. Heather

As | write in mid-November I've recently
driven past two local houses, highly decorated
for Christmas. As you read this, | imagine
many of you are getting out the Christmas
lights, buying Christmas trees and arranging
shopping trips or internet searches for
presents. You may also have started opening
the doors on an Advent calendar. Originally
these were intended to be a preparation for
Christmas — since Advent is about preparation
— but I'm astonished at the inventiveness of
people selling Advent calendars these days.
A different miniature of gin every day? It's
tempting, but | don’t think it would help much in
either practical or spiritual preparations!

If you'd like to give a little time to the spiritual, join
us at St Matthews for our carol service, or at the
Rowdy Cow on Christmas Eve for a children’s
service. Midnight mass begins at 11.30pm as
usual and is a chance to think about the meaning
of the day we are about to celebrate. As we
enjoy being with families and loved ones, we
remember that Jesus — God in human form —
came so that God could enjoy being with us.

| wish you all a very Happy Christmas,
Rev Heather Smith

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Rowde Church Café Tuesday 10:45 - 12pm.

Come and join us for coffee, cake and a chat.
Everyone welcome!

Craft, Coffee and Chat at St Matthew’s, Rowde
Friday 2pm — 4pm

Bring your own craft project or join in our jigsaw.
All welcome! No entry fee. Coffee and cake
available for a donation.

Souper Saturdays at St Matthew’s, Rowde
First Saturday of the month, 12 —1pm

Come along and enjoy a choice of two soups
(always one vegetarian choice) with a roll.
Donation to St Matthew’s welcome.

Growing in Faith Wednesday evening
7:30pm — 9pm on Zoom. If you are interested
in joining, please contact Ruth on ruthbray@
outlook.com so she can send you the links.

Flower Arranging at Rowde

Please contact Caroline Keevil on
ck@carolinekeevil.co.uk or call 07860 148407.
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Choir at St Matthew’s

We practice from 6pm-7pm on the Fridays
prior to a 10am Sunday service. Please contact
Nicola Brown at nicola_brown@talk21.com
or 01380 722406.

Bellringing at St Matthew’s

Please contact Michael Cornwell at
michael.comwell@btinternet.com 07388 224129
Open the Book at Rowde

Contact Fran Hall on 07989758412

CONTACT US
Rector: Vacant

Associate Priest: (Funerals, baptisms and
weddings) Revd Heather Smith on 07702
113544 or revheathersmith@gmail.com
Benefice Administrator: Sarah Leckie
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com

During the current vacancy, please contact Revd
Heather or Sarah if you wish to enquire about a
baptism, wedding or funeral.

Safeguarding Representative for Rowde:
Michael Cornwell 07388 224129

Benefice Facebook page
Churches of Rowde and Bromham:
www.facebook.com/groups/439328832796693

Benefice website:
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9690

Diocese of Salisbury:
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org

Nicola Brown
Michael Cornwell

Souper Saturday

at St Matthew’s, Rowde

Saturday 7th December
Saturday 4th January

12 noon to 1pm

Come along and enjoy Q)2
a choice of two soups >
(always at least one
vegetarian choice)
with a roll

Donation in aid of St Matthew’s welcomed
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The editor goes ‘OUT & ABOUT’

DIVINE ON THE GREEN

Café & Wine Bar

On a recent trip to Calne
to take some artwork in
to an exhibition, a friend
recommended this café
for lunch. They were

surprisingly busy for 11.00am on a Saturday
morning but managed to squeeze us in for
brunch by us sitting and eating at the bar.

The food was delicious and the coffee was
exceptional, in fact they were so good that we
made a booking there and then to come back
the following Friday evening for their famous
(apparently) Pizza night!

R =

X

I think there’s been

a mixup...

r
o . .
| i

On the Friday the staff were efficient and
friendly and the atmosphere was moody but
welcoming. They had a great range of pizzas
on offer and could even do a gluten free base
if requested. So, with great food and the wine
flowing, a very enjoyable evening was had.

Opening Hours:

Wednesday to Saturday: 9:00am — 3:00pm
Wed-Friday: Breakfast: 9am-11/Lunch: 12-2pm
Saturday: Brunch 9am-2pm

Takeaway pizza: Friday 5 — 9pm

Pizza & Wine Bar: Friday 6 — 10pm

Tel: 01249 822620 (booking recommended)
Find them on Facebook and Instagram

35 New Rd, (top of Church St), Calne, SN11 0JQ
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The Big Little Things In Life! Edition 5
by Z6e Rucker

Breaking News: January tops the chart as the
happiest month!

But why not? A new year, a new beginning, take a
breath and start again. January is the ideal month
for relaxation and re-focussing. It's a top contender
for happiness.

It's a month that follows a crazy time. Time spent with
more people than in any other period of the year,
concentrated into a few weeks, sometimes days.

A whirlwind of show times and finale of hard work,
financial expenditure, travel and often expectation.

January is the month for organic levelling of
expectations. It offers space to show gratitude and
digest all the love and affection sprinkled over us
as our sensual memories kick in: glasses clinking
effervescing with life; knives and forks settling

on china with decisive finality; smiles, hugs and
laughter. Memories that last forever. This has been
the closing ceremony of a year past.

The opening ceremony of a new year brings a raft
of shiny new days that arrive with promises of well-
being, relaxation and prosperity. In fact, these are
the highlights January brings.

Our overall welfare is restored in this first month.
Physical health returns instantly as we refill our
fridges with everyday foods that we don’t even
really think about for the majority of the year. Meals
that don’t include nuts and mince pies; Brussels
sprouts or smoked salmon.

The new year reminds us that going for a walk can
be a solitary activity of simply being. Taking a crisp
walk outdoors early morning or as the sun sets

to return to a calm, cozy atmosphere inside. Al
adding to a feeling of extra contentment because
there are no surprises... it’'s just January.
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Mental health returns as we are relieved of late-
night port-binging, whisky-drowned puddings and
free-flowing brain-fuzzing prosecco. Anxiety expires
as we settle back into well-drilled routines from the
point of exiting restful sleep every moming.

And we can finally relax! Relax from expectations of
happy days and nights. Relax knowing that you are
no longer a slave to the smile pulling at your earlobes
for most of the daylight hours through December. And
relax because the plans you have made for today,
that could amount to nothing, don’t matter anything
like as much as they did a couple of weeks ago.
January brings prosperity as pointless shopping
for small plastic toys, socks adorned with bells and
poetic tea towels ends. We are in fact in a state of
financial recovery! It's a period of calm bringing a
sense of relief as financial control is relinquished.

With renewed veuve for a new year, ‘new you’, the
season of January brings a new energy for connection.
We feel connection with colleagues back at work and
friends banished from family gatherings. Silences are
welcome as our thoughts take up the spaces where
activity championed. We are comforted in the familiarity
of well-rehearsed pattems of behaviours from people
whom we can ignore at the end of the day.

January rekindles the chance for excitement

and satisfaction. Feelings we’ve been starved of
over months of needing to ‘think of others before
ourselves’ ever since the end of August. This is the
real reason for Winter blues!

But January is right there, it's coming and with it fresh
starts, new beginnings; the restoration of routines
creating a foundation for positivity and motivation. ..

And January sales!
Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year!
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ORIGINAL PET and Modern & Traditional
PEOPLE PORTRAITS

Designed Memorials

M J SLY

Memorial Stonemason - New Memotials
Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk

Email: info@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at
Pelhams Court, London Road

Colour or mono portrait of a person, pet Marlborough
or horse by local artist Alan Watters.
Original portrait, two prints and three
greetings cards included in the package.

My waiting list is currently around Cl“ﬂft, Coffee and Chat
October but a voucher can be supplied

to be given as a present if required. at St Matthew’s Church,
Call or text Alan on 07886870053 or Email Rowde
watters.alan@gmail.com for more information

or text/email a good photo for a quote. Friday Afternoons

Website: https.//alansfineart.com

2pm — 4pm
ALLOTMENT VACANCIES | | e Friday 237 and 307 August

F iy

Bring your own craft, or join in with

our jigsaw
No charge to enter,
more space? If you are interested in coffee and cake available
renting an allotment, please contact: for a donation
Rebekah Jeffries rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
All Welcome!

Tel: 01380 501919 Rowde Parish Council

Wiltshire Buildings Record, a charity that has
a growing and very detailed database of the \)
county’s vernacular buildings — and which is Q\ /
based at Chippenham’s History Centre — is 0) /
seeking new members. / M

For further details please go to . |
www.wiltshirebuildingsrecord.org.uk/membership/ ==

Organisations such as local history groups are
charged £25 per annum, whilst individuals pay £14.

Please help us identify and study historic @E C 090

buildings throughout the county.
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Agincare |
LAREERQ

HIRING
NOW

INCLUDING VACANCIES AT
FURLONG CLOSE IN ROWDE!

0800 0588 515

cicra s

better lives for children with crohins and colitis

Our vision is a childhood unlimited by
inflammatory bowel disease and our mission
is to lead research into better treatments, to
support children and families with relevant
information and advice, to work with health
professionals to improve care, and to

give children a voice to increase public
understanding of Crohn’s and colitis.

Help us help children by donating at:
https://www.cicra.org/donate/

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend
provides
reliable and effective repairs
& maintenance to Hi-Fi &

video equipment
by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact
Maggie or Peter

Phone/Fax: 01380 828524
Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

o Charles S. Winchcombe & Son o

“ﬁ%ﬁ

Winchoombee House 37 New Pae Sireet, Desires, SN10 10T
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INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN '.-':" .
R X2 L » | —— T

Longest established
Family owned and run
Qualified and Licensed
Avallable 24 hours a day

Each funeral personalised

Pre-paid funeral plans

Craftsman made memorials

WAt WA T Sharel Lne s A .00, uk
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HOUSING IN WILTSHIRE
TRANSFORMED IN 1,000-HOME PLAN
WHICH INCLUDES ROWDE

Wiltshire Council says good progress has been
made on three new housing developments

as part of a project to create 1,000 additional
affordable homes in the county.

This includes work at Brickley Lane and Drakes
Avenue in Devizes, Rowden Park in Chippenham,
and Haymeadow Way off Reed Place in Rowde.

The Rowde development is being carried out by
Rollalong and consists of 10 new bungalows,
flats, and houses, four of which will be shared
ownership and six of which will be social rent.

The ground floor section of a factory-built home
arriving in Rowde

The homes are built in a factory before being
delivered by road and craned onto the site. The
on-site work is scheduled to be completed by
March 2025.
Clir Phil Alford, Wiltshire Council cabinet
member for housing, said: “These affordable
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A ready-built home being craned onto the site at
Reed Place in Rowde

homes are a mix of new energy efficient
properties, existing unused housing and
modern methods of construction properties
designed to be zero carbon in use. They will
be available as social and affordable rent and
shared ownership housing, demonstrating
our innovative approach to provide affordable
housing for Wiltshire residents who need it as
part of our wider vision for 1,000 affordable
homes across the county.”

A narrower section arriving in Rowde
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Roofing tiles going on at Reed Place in Rowde

In total, the council says nearly £200 million is being

invested in new energy efficient council homes.

Clir Alford added: “We have now delivered

12 low or zero carbon affordable homes, with
another 368 in the pipeline as part of our
council house build programme which will
see over £190million invested in building new,
energy efficient council homes. We are also
in Rowdemaking a substantial investment in
improving existing council homes to ensure
they achieve a minimum energy performance
rating of B.

Affordable housing is a key aim of our
business plan, and these schemes are a clear
example of significant progress we’re making
to deliver the housing that people need.”
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PICTURES SHOW PROGRESS OF
NATIONAL GRID PROJECT

New pictures have shown the progress being
made on a project to “transform” the skyline.

-
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Image: Balfour Bea
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The National Grid project to remove 13
electricity pylons from the North Wessex
Downs National Landscape, near Devizes,
began in January of this year.

By 2026, these pylons are scheduled to be
replaced by underground cables, which will run
from Roundway Hill and Covet to the Bridge
Inn on Horton Road.

Project manager Amardeep Malhi previously
said the landscape would be greatly enhanced
by “removing this blot”.

In June, the scheme was still in its “enabling”
works stage, but construction has ramped up
in subsequent months.

Balfour Beatty, the contractor carrying out the
work, has since shared an update on how
the project is shaping up. The company’s
contractors have been in the process of laying
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Local News

A MONTH IN THE LIFE OF A
PARALYMPICS VOLUNTEER!
By Trish Gange (who is a member of FaFF, the

Family and Friends of Furlong Close, and who
also volunteers at Furlong Close)

Image: Balfour Beatty

ducts for the 400kV underground cables that
will eventually replace the current overhead
lines. A spokesperson for the firm said: “This
project is crucial for preserving the scenic
Devizes landscape while enabling new Net
Zero infrastructure. It’s inspiring to be part
of a project that harmonises environmental
preservation with technological progress.”

ey i

Trish and fellow Paralympics volunteers with the
“Phryge” Games mascot (Trish is at bottom left)

+ e

Having now almost come back down to earth
after an action-packed month in Paris, thanks

to a wonderful opportunity to be a volunteer at
the Paralympic Games, | will attempt to piece
together just some of the many components that
made it such a special and unique experience!

Paris was bustling in the aftermath of the very
successful Olympic Games, and as | arrived

their individual identification of the Olympic Rings
was being replaced all over the city with the
Paralympic Agitos in preparation for the start of
these Games on 28th August. Accreditation and
uniform secured, my “work” as a member of the
Operation Support Team (Village Management)
began a week earlier with shifts starting at 7am(!)
to greet and help settle 4,400 athletes from 185
countries across the globe, along with their teams
of doctors, physios, coaches and other essential
supporters, baggage and large quantities of
special equipment. What a happy role that proved
to be, located in the athletes’ village amongst so
many extraordinary and inspiring people.

Before that level of activity began | was able

to take advantage of some free time from my
lodgings in a very cosmopolitan hostel dormitory
to re-visit some of the great historic sights of Paris,
Image: Balfour Beatty s Well as museums and concerts that were on
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Local News

offer, along with my serial volunteer friend Nicki,
who by pure chance had also been allocated

a post in the athletes’ village. One particularly
special treat was a concert of Baroque music held
in Sainte Chapelle with its stunning stained glass
windows -a truly memorable feast for the senses!

The “village” resembled a small town rather than a
village, housing a few thousand people with every
possible amenity on offer, from training areas, dining
hall, other food outlets, laundries, a prosthetic and
wheelchair repair centre, medical centre and doping
centre, to name but a few. Navigating my way
efficiently around the village took a few attempts,
and then | was relatively well equipped to offer
directions to others such as “go past USA, round the
comer to China, straight on past Chile and you will
find what you are looking for between Germany and
South Africa”. The world certainly did then become

a much smaller place! Each country identified their
respective accommodation block with their name
and several national flags, and sitting outside
Australia were two life-sized kangaroos, an emu and
a quantity of deck chairs in their national colours!

The aftemoon of the Opening Ceremony arrived with
a great sense of anticipation as the athletes tumed
out in full regalia to much applause before boarding
an enomous fleet of buses, with police escort, to
amive at Place de La Concorde. Such a collective and
emotional sense of national pride, bringing together
almost the entire world for such a positive purpose,
and at a time when we all need it most.

And then the Games began! At the same time what
had already become the daily hustle and bustie
within the village continued, with athletes going to
and from their respective training grounds before
their scheduled individual competitions. As the

days went by there were more and more medals

in evidence, some proudly displayed and some
modestly tucked inside clothing. Team GB, as can

i -_,-;,.-_;_-_,_f}',-f,'/,r,r £i Jr R E AT o
Paralympic Team GB house in the athletes’ village
showing the on-going medal tally
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Paralympic cauldron the Tuileries Gardens at
day break

be seen in the photo, had an on-going medal tally
displayed on the front of their accommodation block,
and what great success they achieved! But then,
very sadly, the bubble burst and the arrivals process
was reversed, national emblems dismantled, and
the many return journeys began, culminating in 5000
people leaving the village on one day.

| was particularly fortunate that my sons, Tom and
Richard, were able to come over for the week-

end and | was able to share some of this amazing
experience with them. We had an action-packed
time together watching athletics, visiting the on-going
restoration of Notre Dame, Tom running the marathon
course, and Richard running down the rue de Rivoli
at Q Q'c1ock in the moming to see the Paralympic
Cauldron with me in the Tuileries Gardens at sunrise,
and much, much more, all punctuated by appropriate
stops for French food and wine, of course!

But it wasn't quite over. The Closing Ceremony followed
the final competitions on the last day and was held within
a packed Stade de France, once again bursting with
national pride, and proved to be a spectacular and very
fitting tribute to the many competitors.

Throughout these three weeks | was fortunate
enough to be part of a wonderful team of volunteers,
once again representing several nationalities. Al
previously unknown to each other we soon bonded
with a common purpose and much bonhomie, but
inevitably there was great sadness when the moment
came to say farewell. However, we all agreed never to
say goodbye, only au revoir, and there was much talk
of us all applying to be volunteers once again for the
next OlympicjParalympic Games in Los Angeles in
2028 -never say nevert

A huge thank you to so many amazing athletes
who came together to make the world a smaller,
happier place during a special moment in time,
and make it possible for the rest of us to witness
their dedication and extraordinary achievements.

Thank you also to the beautiful city of Paris!
Trish Gange
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POLICE SPEED CHECKS

Image: I/WItsire police
Several speeders have been caught out by

police officers lying in wait as part of a
major crackdown.

On Monday, November 4, officers from the
Devizes Response Team joined the Wiltshire
Police Speed Watch Enforcement Team

to stake out local roads raised as areas of
concern for speeding.

The A342 from Rowde to Bromham saw the
highest number of speeding drivers, with 14
motorists reported for driving over the 30mph
speed limit. The highest speed clocked on this
road was 40mph.

Four drivers were also caught speeding on
Bath Road, at the top of Caen Hill in Devizes,
with one going 39mph in the 30mph zone.

Officers have made it clear that this is not the
last of speed checks in the area, as Wiltshire
Police continues to crackdown on what it calls
the “fatal five” offences.

These include speeding, driving without a seatbelt,
driving whilst using a mobile phone, drink/drug
driving and dangerous or careless driving.

The crackdown comes after the number of people
killed or seriously injured as a result of collisions in
Wiltshire rose from 157 in 2020 to 255 in 2023.

“Committing these offences greatly increases
your risk of causing a serious collision,” said
Inspector Jonathan Fairbairn, of the Roads
Policing Unit. “Our teams are committed to
targeting drivers who commit these offences.”

AID FOR UKRAINE

If you have been following the story about

Rowde’s link to Aid for Ukraine, here is the
latest update | have received since the last
issue of the Rowde Village News:

On October 30th David wrote:

We have completed our latest task in Ukraine
and are going home again. The total length of
the route is approximately 6,500 km. \We deliver
everything - from morphine, nearly 100 pairs
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of winter socks and dozens of warm sweaters,

to an SUV and a trailer. The mortar unit seems
particularly pleased with the latter; the commander
comments on how well it handles the terrain.

We have some interesting moments along the
way. We drive 900km in a day from Kovel to
Kharkiv, arriving at the outskirts late and to the
sound of an air raid siren. Electronic interference
blocks the satnav so we can'’t find our
destination! We break the curfew! Finally, Vova
manages to find his way to an old friend who he
has not seen for more than 20 years. There is
homemade cognac and a bed for the night!

In the morning, we have time for Vova to

see his sisters for the first time in two years.
We drink tea accompanied by distant but
unmistakable artillery. Olena notes that four
residents have been killed in her block of flats
alone since 2022.

The journey from Kharkiv to Sumy requires
us to go over some of the more difficult
‘roads” | have encountered. On the way we
take a detour to deliver to a remote hamlet;
12 km takes the better part of an hour.
Another Olena greets us warmly and offers
tea in exchange for comfort boxes for soldiers
and warm clothing. | ask how far it is to the
front line and am reassured that it is “about
10km”. She then shatters the reassurance
by pointing out that drones fly over regularly
looking for targets!

We arrive at our final destination late and are
met by a group of soldiers who quickly hide
the aid. Vova is greeted by his old commander.
There is hot food and coffee, then the men
disappear; the woods are filled with black
smoke; it is extraordinary how men, tanks and
other armour can slip so easily into the night.
Movement during the day is far too dangerous.

In the moming, Vova asks me if | heard the hum
of drones during the night. What drones? “Four
Shahads flew right over us. Didn’t you hear them?”

In Sumy, we look in vain for seats on any bus
to return to Kyiv. We find a car and a driver
who is willing to drive the 370 km journey with
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us; while we wait for him, explosions across
the city raise eyebrows, but nothing more, as
if incoming missiles and drones are normal.
They are, here.

The trip has been made possible by the
friendship and hospitality of Valentina and
Nina, Sandra and Misha, Edward, Elena,
Tanya. John provided the suv and Ukraine
Freedom Company the trailer and aid. So
many people have donated money; thank you.

And from me, the editor:

| have just finished this free portrait for a
humanitarian aid worker who just happens to
be David Gaston and his sister Marion Hunt
lives in Rowde.

David Gaston is ex military and a retired
Headteacher. His first trip to Ukraine was on
March 14th 2022. He has since undertaken
17 trips which have involved 36 crossings
into Ukraine including to the front line. David
has delivered aid to civilians, hospitals, and

refuges and he has assisted in the relocation

of 70 displaced Ukrainians. He has also
been driving for a Canadian Medical Charity
assisting in the movement of doctors and
nurses when and where needed. If you
would like to make a donation to help

David fund his future trips, please type the
following link into your browser on your
phone, tablet or PC.
www.gofundme.com/f/davids-drive-transport-
and-aid-for-ukraine

And if you would like to follow David’s amazing
voluntary work, this is a link to his Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100079293004703

Since producing David’s portrait and posting
on my social media groups, fellow artists
have contacted me wishing to also offer free
portraits so, with initial help from David, | am
currently putting them in touch with other
amazing humanitarian aid workers. Ed
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AMAZING CHARITY SHOP FIND!
The Reverend Ellis Shipley Harris

Reverend Harris was the vicar of St
Matthew’s Church from 1874 to his retirement
in 1898, when he moved to Winchester.
Upon his death in September 1907, his
body was brought back to Rowde and
interred in the churchyard. An article in the
Hampshire Chronicle following his death
states that Reverend Harris was “one of the
best of the excellent vicars that Rowde has
been favoured with in living memory”, and
“parishioners remember his hard work and
generosity, and his pleasant manner to all”.

ELLIS SHIPLEY HARRIS
= WEL AR = iy

1874 - 1808

of the Reverend Harris had been found in the Sue
Ryder charity shop in Devizes, and that a photo
taken of it in the store could be viewed on the
Historic Wiltshire and Wiltshire Memories Facebook
page. Lisa Wills kindly reposted the article on Rowde
All About It, and | was delighted to finally match

a face to one of the names listed on the Vicars of
Rowde board inside the church. | thought Reverend
Harris’s photo deserved to be here, and so a couple

Page 29



Local News

1 i "II' | !' -"‘ i B e L S R
of weeks later | popped into the charity shop and
acquired the framed photo. After giving it a good
clean and polish, | handed it to St Matthew’s Church,
where it is currently on display.

Sue Robson

THE MIND TREE CAFE CIC

Promoting holistic therapies at Fuong Close, Rowde.

A not-for-profit community interest company
set up with the purpose of promoting mental
health and well-being in a variety of ways.

Success is in community not in isolation.
Office Hours

Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm
Friday 10am to 12.30pm

Please be aware we may be with a client but will
endeavour to answer the door wherever possible.

CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS FROM MONDAY
16TH DECEMBER UNTIL SUNDAY 5TH
JANUARY INCLUSIVE

Upcoming Events

. Saturday 30th November 2pm - 5.30pm
Christmas Fayre in partnership with the
Friends and Family of Furlong Close. As with
the summer fete the profit, will be split 50/50.
This will be an exciting event with something
for everyone, crafts and gifts, festive music
and carols. Of particular interest is the arts
and craft table for children and children’s book
signing. Refreshments available.
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. Sunday 8th December at 2pm -
Christmas Wreath Workshop, £55 per person,
includes mince pie and festive drink, all
proceeds to The Mind Tree Café, to book
email enquiries@themindtreecafe.org

. Saturday 18th January Women'’s
Wellness Event 2pm — 5pm. For all ages,
guest speakers, refreshments provided, £10
per ticket.

. Monday Evenings - Pilates, please
contact Suzan via email suzijj@rocketmail.
com or call 07833 976362

. Tuesday Evenings - Yoga, please
contact Ginny via email yogawithginny@gmail.
com or call 07973 517029

*Please check with the instructors before
attending for spaces and suitability.

. Meditation Course running early 2025
on a Wednesday morning from 10.30 - 12pm
(£48 for 6 weeks). Please email enquiries@
themindtreecafe.org or pop down on a Monday
or a Thursday between 10am and 4pm to
register your interest

. Success - The fused glass workshop, herb
and aromatherapy workshop and the Meditation
and Sound Baths were well attended with people
coming from far and wide. Thank you to the
facilitators and participants who attended. We hope
to have much more in our 2025 programme. If you
would like to host a workshop, please talk to us.

Working in Partnership

Something we are passionate about is
working in partnership with groups and
individuals to have a positive impact. This
month we were tested as one of our heating
pumps failed on the coldest day so far. We
were worried we would be back to square
one with no heating or water and potential
burst pipes, but people rallied round, lending
heaters and Shires Building Services
responded immediately with a solution.
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Working together, in all areas of life is the path
to success.

We are teaming up with Wiltshire Digital Drive to
offer a drop off point for unwanted laptops and
technology, they recycle this to provide equipment to
people in digital poverty, which is a lifeline for those
who need access to computers for work or leaming.

We are seeing such a difference in our
Orchard thanks to the Probation Service and
Simon our Outdoor Spaces Co-ordinator.
Thanks to the community we have apple juice
for sale - £4.20 per 750ml bottle or £12 for 3
bottles. It has no added ingredients but will
last for a year unopened as it's pasteurised. All
proceeds to The Mind Tree Café.

In October we had a lot of fun meeting AJ Larcombe
a children’s author who lives near Salisbury. We
have a display of his artwork and books in our
Foyer to purchase. They are truly beautiful and

a good read for adults and children alike. We are
considering hosting book events next year.

TI'l_I..I,:J:'

e
N Sousige Thog

_E:;TL-.-L..'l;ql'tﬁpt ¥ --. ,4"3
i |

R, 9 ash Neaah's Dag Ot

e §

A s

= bl T oy,

L

In November we hosted an Area Board
networking meeting where we met with lots of
other organisations to consider ways in which we
might work together to support our community.

In November we also met with Community

First and the Community Foundation again, we
have since been invited to the Neighbourhood
collaborative, who have various wellbeing projects
ongoing and Wiltshire and Swindon Youth Network
who are also looking at ways to support wellbeing.
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In November we met with some lovely ladies from
Julia’s House Hospice at our glass workshop. We
hope we can support each other in the future.

Café Funding Bid

Our aim is to bring the whole project together with a
community café, a place where you can come for

a chat, access a workshop or have a drink or cake
with a friend. Our focus is wellbeing, addressing
isolation, providing volunteer opportunities. We want
to continue to breathe life back into the buildings and
outdoor space. Thank you to the Parish Council

for supporting us with a refurbished Barista coffee
machine and to the Area Board for helping with
match funding. We are waiting for the results of a
govemment funding bid, which took us 9 weeks to
write. We will let you know how we get on.

We also received £400 this month from Unity
Singers, a small choir based in South Bristol.
One of their members Mel helps us with
bookkeeping on a volunteer basis. This money
was announced the day the heating pump
broke, such great timing and so appreciated.

Room Rental

We have therapy
rooms to rent and
a studio for hire. If
you wish to run an
activity or workshop &
or hire the space for
training do contact
us on enquires@
themindtreecafe.org
for more information. Pz
Our rates are very competitive.

We also have a good audio-visual system

in our studio, an 85-inch screen on a trolley,

if you wish to deliver training or events that
require this, please contact us for information.

In the new year we will be offering co-working
spaces. If you are fed up with working from home
and wish to come into the office, we can offer
you a desk. The costis £10 per day, access to

a kitchenette and a lunchtime walk in our lovely
Orchard if that's what you need. We can provide
a friendly atmosphere and beautiful surroundings.

Vacancy for self-employed cleaner

3 to 4 hours per week, timings to be agreed,
contact The Mind Tree Café.

Low-cost counselling service

Clients have been benefitting from the low-
cost counselling service. We have several
therapists delivering this service, if you or
anyone you know is interested then please
contact us on the email below. The cost is

£10 for an initial assessment and £25 for a
50-minute session. If you are able to pay more,
please support us by doing so. The sessions
are weekly. We can offer up to 10 sessions.
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Bhll‘l-lm Rail Stn 0655 Il'.l 15 11:05 12 1§ 1205 14:15 16:00 16:35 17:30

Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 07:00 IIB:SS H:GE 10:21 11:11 12221 1311 14:21 16:08 16:45 1737
Chippeham, Cemetery D8:38 09:38 10:24 11:14 12224 1314 14:24 16:11 1648 17:40
Derry Hill, School L‘J?ﬂﬁ 0844 D944 10:30 11:20 1230 1320 14:30 16817 16:54 1746
Sandy Lane - - - 10:34 - 12:34 . 14:34 - - .

Calne, Strand 0T:15 08:52 09:52 - 11:26 - 13:26 - 168:26 17:03 17:52
Bromiham, Greyhound 0727 0808 10:08 10040 1140 1240 2 13:40 14:40 1840 17T 18:02
Rowde, Cross Keys 0734 0813 1013 10:47 11:47 12:47 13:47 14:47  16:47 17:24 18:09

Devizes, Market Place, Bus Island 07:408 09:18 10:18 10:52 11:52 12:52 13:52 14:52 16:52 17:29  18:14

Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 07:55 ©09:25 10:25 11:25 12:35  13:25 1435 15138 1610 1745 1B:1S

Rowda, Cross Keys o801 09:30 10:30 11:30 12:30 13:30 1430 1518BR 16:15 17.50 18:20
Bromham, Greyhound 0810 0837 1037 1137 1237 1337 1437 . 16:22 1757 18:25A
Chitioe Tum DE:15 0942 10042 11:42 12:42 1342 1442 - 16:27 18:02 18:29R
Calne Strand 08:27 095 - 11:51 - 13:51 - . 16:36 18:09 1B:3TR
Sandy Lane - . 10044 - 12:44 . 1444 . : . .
Derry Hill, School 08:33x 0957 10:48 11:57 12:48 1357 14:48 . 16:42 18114 18:42R
Chippeham, Cemetery 08:39 10:02 10:53 1202 1253 14:02 14:53 - 16:47 18:18 18:48R
Chippenham Bus 5tn - Bay 3 - 10:07  10:58 1207 12:58 14:07  14:57 . 16:51 18:21 18:49R
Chippenham Rail Stn 0B:50 1012 1103 1212 103 1412 . - . 18:25R 18:52R
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Chippenham, Rail Stn 07:20 08:40 09:40 11:25 13:25 1525 17:10
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 07:24 08:45 09:45 11:32 13:32 15:32 1716
London Road, Cemetery 07:27 0848 0948 11:35 1335 1535 1719
Derry Hill, School 07:33 08:54 09:54 11:41 13:41 15:41 17:25

Calne, Strand 07:39 09:02 10:02 11:49 13:49 1549 17:31

Bromham, Greyhound 07:51 09:16 10:16 12:03 14:03 16:03 17:43
Rowde, Cross Keys 07:58 ﬂ923 10:23  12:10 14:10 16:10 17:49
Devizes, Market Place, Bus Island 08:03 10:28 12:15 14:15 16115 17:54
Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 08:10 09:35 10:35 12:35 1435 16:35 17:55

Rowde, Cross Keys 08:15 0940 10:40 12:40 14:40 16:40 18:00

Bromham, Greyhound 08:21 09:47 10:47 12:47 14:47 16:47 18:07

Calne, Strand 08:32 09:59 11:01 13:01 15:01 17:01  18:19R
Derry Hill, School 08:38  10:05 11:07 13:.07 1507 17:.07 18:24R
London Road, Cemetery 08:43 10:10 11:12 13:12 15:12 17:12 18:29R
Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 3 08:47 10:15 11117 13117 1517 17117  18:33R
Chippenham, Rail Stn 08:52R 10:20 11:22 13:22 15:22 17:22 18:38R
Sunday x33 x33 x33 x33 x33

Chippenham, Rail Stn 09:32 11:32 1332 1532 17:32

Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 8 09:37 11:37 1337 1537 1737

London Road, Cemelery 09:40 11:40 13:40 15:40 17:40

Sandy Lane 09:47 11:47 13:47 15:47 17:47

Bromham, Greyhound 0953 11:53 13563 1553 17:53

Rowde, Cross Keys 10:00 12:00 14:00 16:00 18:00

Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 10:05 12:05 14:05 16:05 18:05

Sunday x33 x33 x33 x33 x33

Devizes, Market Place, Pelican 08:55 10:55 12:55 14:55 16:55

Rowde, Cross Keys 09:00 11:00 13:00 15:00 17:00

Bromham, Greyhound 09:07 11:07 13:07 1507 17.07

Sandy Lane 09:14 11:14 13:14 15:14 17:14

London Road, Cemetery 09:21 11:21 13:21 15:21 17:21

Chippenham Bus Stn - Bay 3 09:26 11:26 13:25 1525 17:25

Chippenham, Rail Stn 09:30 11:30 13:30 15:30 17:30
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THE C[\
BEREAVEMENT
HELP POINT \!j

The Bereavement Help Point, Devizes = a community based
drop-in servica where all psopls who are bersaved are welcomae.
It's a spacse to mest and talk with othars who may be experiancing
similar thoughts and feslings, in an informal and supportive setting.
All sassions are free of chargse and thera’s no nead 1o book,

just come along.

The Baar Hotal
2-3 Tha Market Placs, Devizas, Wilishire, SN10 1HS

First and third Tuesday of the month
10.30am - 12_30pm

For a ful list of locations or 1o find out more visit: dorothyhouse. ong.uk
Or phona: Dorothy House 03456 0310 566 / Garer Support Wiltshire 0800 181 4118

Wision

P LT,
Paish Courll
3 Rotw . exe --~| Devizes BB "
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12010 & AMOR LTD.

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION

Covering dll aspects of property renovation and maintenance.
View our range of services online or call to discuss your project.

01380587006 /01672596006

info@grayandamor.co.uk www.grayandamor.co.uk

ey Chartered
‘: B r_i.l:!d:l'.g
> ’ Compary
TRUSTMARK
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LAURA MAYES

YOUR WILTSHIRE
COUNCILLOR s |
FOR ROWDE e

Please contact me if you have any Council issues including:
Planning, Housing, Education, Highways (potholes, road
schemes, speeding), Fly tipping and waste, Adult Social Care.

| am here to offer advice and support so please get in touch:
Email: laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk Tel: 07855 819343

Facebook: Laura Mayes — for Bromham, Rowde and Roundway

Wiltshire Council Highways Investment Whilst we have to concentrate on the main

Did you know that Wiltshire Council manages more ~ '02ds first, if you want to report a highways

than 2,800 miles of roads? There are 356 miles issue please use the MyWilts App, which is free
of A-class roads, which carry the most traffic, 201 {0 download. _ . .
miles of B-roads, 1,042 miles of C-roads and 1,251  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you think
miles of unclassified roads in the county. | can help with any local issue.

Unlike many Councils, Wiltshire Council's finances ~ Councillor Laura Mayes,

are in good order. This has enabled the Councilto ~ Wiltshire Councillor for Rowde

invest an extra £22m into Wiltshire highways —on Please contact me about this, or any other issues
top of the £20.7m we receive from the Govemment.  you have at laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk

You will see more temporary road works, but this
is because we are now fixing the roads properly
with more resurfacing and fewer potholes. We are
now using Bobcat machines that can remove and
replace large areas of road in a matter of minutes,
before moving straight on to the next job. We've
spent £1.1m on this brilliant piece of kit since April
across the county — and this could not have been
staffed and deployed without our extra investment.

- 6 '.r' P
There is much more to come, as we continue to £ STRUGGLlNG TO o
t significant to filling and t
potholes, replacing and extending the Ife of our [/ { I/ AR A®1V) ;410 [0 LE 1 ek

road surfaces, preventing flooding, replacing D
- ; - L s [lfyou're over 65 or terminally ill, &
road signs and reinstating and painting new I holo!

road markings.

LOCAL HONEY FOR SALE
Rowde Hall Cottage
High Street, Rowde SN10 2PL
(Opposite Cross Keys)
01380 722406
davidb.rowde@gmail.com
£5 for a 120z jar (3409)

HERE TO TAKE THE LEAD

7
,

"\l

WAITING!

FRENDS

——
f) 01736 757 900 @ ne
©)O ADMINeCINNAMON.ORG.UK | =
inlv) CINNAMON.ORG.UK @i
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FARM FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

We only source the best local products from our own farm
and local producers, all bursting with flavour and
reasonably priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm, Poulshot, Devizes, SN10 1RQ

Tel- 01380 827202
Open Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 2am-4pm

For more information, to follow our blog or subscribe to our
newsletter visit

www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

find us on Facebook & Instagram as well

£lo

@poulshotlodgefarm
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The G&D Winter Events 2024/2025
Friday Night Happy Hour Drinks 6pm - 8pm

House beers, single spirits & sml wines £3.50 each (Sorry no Early
Bird food in December! Starts Friday January 3rd with Cheese burgers
& Fish & chips £12.50 each) Booking essential 01380 723053

Christmas Menu & G&D Vouchers

Our delicious Christmas menu is now online to view!
If you're looking for a special gift idea this Christmas we are offering
Rowde Villagers an extra 20% on any vouchers purchased.

G&D Quiz

Sunday December 8th (29th TBC)
Sunday January 5th & 19th
Cheese plates £3.50 at half time
Bar opens at 7pm — Quiz at 8pm (Prizes for the winners!)

New Years Eve 2024!

This year we would like to invite as many locals as possible! We are
offering a 3 course sharing style menu @ £45pp. Bar will open for

drinks from 8pm... Complimentary cheese & biscuits @ midnight

St Matthew’s Carols & G&D Village Supper Sunday 22nd December

Meeting at the G&D for complimentary mulled wine & mince pies from
4.30pm Carols service starts at 6pm
2 Supper sittings at either 4pm or 7.30pm after Carols
Roast turkey, Crumble and Cheese selection
£29.50pp plus drinks & 12.5% service

December & January Opening Hours

Mondays & Tuesdays : Closed
Christmas Eve open 12 to 11pm (Food 12-3 / 6-9)
Christmas Day & Boxing Day : Closed
New Years Eve Open from 8pm — come join the fun!

Happy Christmas to you all! As always, thank you for your continued
support! And lets have lots fun in 2025! Chippy & The G&D Team
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Women’s

* Wellness

Wiltshire

Gentle yoga practices 1o promote
physical and mental balance and a §
feeling of calm vitality.

Call: 07960 330131 Cathy’s Yoga ClaSSES

cathywelchyoga@gmail.com at Rowdefield Farm

www.bookwhen.com/cathysyoga .
or online from home!
*Well Woman Yoga*
*Chair Yoga*

*Mum & Baby Yoga*

*Pregnancy Yoga*

APT GROUP
SERVICES

01380 711781
www.aptgroupservicesltd.co.uk
Approved Building and Electrical Contractors basedin

Wiltshire
Building Services
- Approved CV Charger Point Installer
NPT ERE Electrical Services
APPROVED Lighting Design

CONTRACTOR
Smart Home Technology

Home Improvement
Fire Alarm and Emergency Lighting

S i< i
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Canal Boat WE NEED YOU!

Do you have some news to share or just have
something to say about the village?

Rental If you can contribute to the content of your
Rowde Village News in any way or would like
From the Whatf below to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss
Caen Hill Locks any magazine issues then please contact:

Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email at
watters.alan@gmail.com
Www_foxhangers_co_ uk or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by email
at suzijj@rocketmail.com

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern

narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers DISCLAIMER
Visit our website for complete details of our Pl%ase note that the informaIﬁI;n givenplﬁgie&l\:s exphr?gfned
IN'iIS Magazine are generally as sup) Yy the coni OrS.
Weekend Breaks Our personal comments may sometimes be expressed in the
Midweek breaks editorial on page 3 and if our views are given elsewhere, they
Weekly B k will be credited as so. In addition, much of the local news items
cekly breaks is sourced directly from other publications and the intemet. We
) therefore apologise for any inaccuracies published but regrettably
More to Foxhangers than boat hire! we have no control over this possiltyhappering. We il
Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting however pubish coredtions nolffied fo us as soon as possible.
All aspects of boat engineering Alan Watters, Editor

Chandlery M = Submission Deadli
Tel: 01380 828795 2gaene bimonthly) o

4 self-catering units and a campsite
available at Lower Foxhangers 15th January, 15th March, 15th May, 15th

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details July, 15th September;, 15th November

Move.Every.Day.

Currently running classes:

Improvers & Intermediates

Mondays @ 5.30pm & 6.30pm

@ The Mind Tree Cafe,
Furlong Close, Rowde

For any enquiries, including new Beginners classes
email suzijj@rocketmail.com Tel: 01380 729791
find me on INSTAGRAM: med.pilates or FB: Move Every Day Pilates
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YOUR PCC PHILIP WILKINSON

PCC visits service offering substance treatment
and support to prisoners released early

- Al WS —

Police and Crime Commissioner Philip Wilkinson
visited Wiltshire’s drug and alcohol rehabilitation
service Connect, which offers support to prisoners
re-entering society following recent early releases as
part of the SDS 40 scheme.

The service, which is led by Tuming Point in partnership
with Developing Health & Independence (DHI), Julian
House and The Nelson Trust, is funded jointly by Wittshire
Council and an annual contribution of £105,995 from the
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC).

Connect offers treatment for anyone living with an
alcohol or drug addiction, through 1-1 support, as
well as out-reach provisions engaging with people in
prisons, courts and police custody.

The organisation also works closely with individuals
who are involved in substance use related crime,
providing group work provision, access to medical
interventions, inpatient detoxes and residential rehab,
peer mentor support and more.

Mr. Wilkinson said: “It is vitally important my office
works with partners such as local authorities to

Garden Services
Email: jhsgardenservices@yahoo.com

Tel: Mark 07368 425618

ensure services in Wiltshire have the money they
need to provide the best possible support for people
living with addictions, and specifically being released
from prisons to get them back on the right path.

“Services like Connect are especially important
when it comes to prisoners on early release

as despite the national issues with prison
capacity, the priority will always be keeping our
communities, and those most vulnerable, safe.

“This is a prime example of a service that works to
reduce reoffending and break the cycle of criminality by
providing the appropriate treatment and development
plans for re-entering society, which directly delivers
priority four of my Police and Crime Plan.”

Alex Cattelona, Criminal Justice and Engagement &
Prevention Manager at Connect started working for
the charity after beating his own drug addiction using
the service 15 years ago.

He said: “'m very open around my background and
the fact that | used to be a heavy drugs user years
ago, as that has led me to where | am today.

“At Connect we believe that everybody has the
capacity for change, and we will continue to utilise
funding from the OPCC and Wiltshire Council to offer
the best support for those in need.”

LAURENCE PLUMB

Interior & exterior Painting/
Decorating

Free Estimates
Tel: 01380 728174

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025
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arts
together

...ageing creatively

Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health
and well being for vulnerable elderly people through
participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in
Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local
awareness and help at our sessions.

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME AND HELP BY?

e Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways?

e Individuals: Help spread the word in your
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a
fundraiser for us, help promote our work?

e  Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources
to support groups involvement

For more info about our activities or being involved

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk / 07780860922

www.artstogether.co.uk  Registered Charity 1109432

(Cheddt (Dockmen

oy
WELLBEING

Holistic .\I-.I::sugc Treatments in Devizes

or in the comfort of vour own home.
Swedish | [ deep Tissue | Pregnancy

T:o7812 952 362

E: INFORUHARLOTTEJACKMANWELLBEING. COM

W WWW OCHARLOTTEJACKMANWELLBEING.COM

Lee Short

Finance & Insurance Consultant

GU

GRAND UMION

dl FINANCIAL

L 07359 290 017
@ leeshort@grandunionfinancial.co.uk

il Finance

GU

GRAMND UMIOHN

i FIHAMNCIAL

wharw grandunionfinancial. couk
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Trevor Hale

NPTC Certified (arb) Fully Insured

Tree Surgery

Felling = Reductions * Dismantles
Chipping = Stumpremoval = Hedging

Very Competitive Pricing
07737934777

www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk
Seend Cleeve
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"FARM CAFE &
WHISTLEY CANINE COUNTRY CLUB |ICE CREAM PA RLOUR

AND CATTERY Taste "N

Our Modern Luxury Heated Cattery
For Tiny Tigers is Now Open

Luxury Holiday Venue For Our
Canine Friends
Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome
Potterne Devizes
01380 738189/726330
Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk

The Board Roowm

Réntlee House

46, New Park St, .SYGAMQE-_G{
Devizes

SHN10 1BS

sycamorecentre. devizes @ yahoooo.uk 20011
www.carceonfidential.cony devies 07762 382913

TH E A Pregnancy) Choloes Contre
TRANQUIL MOMENT VILLAGE DIARY

HEALTH & BEAUTY CLINIC Parish Council Meetings 2024/2025
(Al Wednesdays at 7.30pmin Village Hall unless otherwise notified)
Wide range of treatments available including 2024 - 11th December, 2025 - 8th January, 12th

February, 12th March, 2nd April, 14th May, 11th
June, 9th July, 10th September, 8th October, 12th
November and 10th December.

Online booking Other Events

Free parking and quiet location 4 December -Arts Society Lecture - page 16

6, 13 & 21 December - Tea with Santa - inside front cover
7 December - Souper Saturday - page 19
13 December - Rowde Residents Meeting - page 43
22 December - Carol Service - page 4
24 December - Crib Service - page 7
4 January - Souper Saturday - page 19
Friday aftemoons - Craft, Coffee and Chat - page 22
Tuesday momings - Church Cafe - page 19
Various dates - The G&D Winter Events - page 36

facials, massage, manicure & pedicure, waxing
and eye treatments
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LETTERS

ROWDE POPPY COLLECTION

On behalf of the
Royal British
Legion Devizes
Branch thank you '
to everyone who
contributed the
the 2024 RBL
Poppy Appeal.

In particular a
vote of thanks
to those Ladies
of the Village
who have acted as collectors in the past and
present: they are being Mrs Christine Holloway
(Tanis); Mrs Marai Smith (Devizes Road);

Mrs Maureen Burbidge (Marsh Lane); Mrs

Di Buckland (Springfield) Road) and Mrs Liz
Ibbetson (High Street).

Thanks also Rowde CoE Primary School
Academy, Silverwood School, The George and
Dragon, The Rodey Cow for allowing Poppy
Collection boxes to be placed in their premises.

All the boxes have been centralised in the Devizes RBL
Branch and the counting for each box will commence
the week commencing 18 November. | will let the RVN
know the Village Collective total in the next issue.

The Devizes Branch intend holding a Presentation
to the long serving Poppy Collectors in April 2025
and | anticipate all the Lady Collectors of Rowde,
past and present, being invited.

Once gain Thank You Rowde Village.
Michael Cornwell

Rowde Poppy Collection Coordinator

T O’ ROURKE

All plastering work undertaken
No job too small

FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:

01380 698993
or 07968 634689

St Matthew’s Church, Rowde
Musicians wanted!

We have a lovely piano, organ and electric keyboard
at St Matthew’s, and as a result of advertising in this
magazine, we are now lucky enough to have a pianist
who plays for one service a month and an organist who
plays for the other.

Now we are just looking for someone to play occasionally
(perhaps once every few months) to cover holidays or
when we have extra services. This would mean acting

as accompanist for church services (usually on Sunday
momings) and possibly choir practices (currently on
Friday evenings) at St Matthew’s Church.

If you'd like to learn more, please contact:
Nicola Brown (choir leader) on 01380 722406
or at nicola_brown@talk21.com

Summer Holiday Remembered
a poem by Rowde’s Alan Pengelly

Gulls soar

Sea shore

Sand, sky, foam
Waves crash
Shingle dash

As if returning home

Sand dune

High noon

Sea salt tasting breeze
Wind rush

Through scrub and brush
Landward leaning trees

Harbour wall

Cockle stall

Seaweed crisc,f and dry
Another worl

Now unfurled

Left by retreating tide

Silhouettes of fishing boats
Bobbing on the tide

Moon casts a silver sheen
Across the waters wide

A young couple shoes in hand
Walk the shore line

All this and solitude

And it’s all your’s and mine

Night calls

A star falls

Darkness comes too soon
Shadow land

Dance on sand

Clouds across the moon

All is one

All is well

All one can perceive
This hand | hold

This band of gold
Into eternity

Page 42
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“Your Village, Your Say”

Residents meeting on Friday 13" December
6.30pm at Rowde Primary School

Wiltshire Councils cabinet meeting to decide if the
Gypsy/Traveller site at Rowde will go forward to the next
stage will be decided at county hall on Tuesday 10" of
December at 10am residents are able to attend this meeting,
or it will be available to watch live on YouTube.

Rowde residents’ group will be showing the recording
of the cabinet meeting and will be discussing the next
stages.

For further information please contact Lisa on 07557887278 or email
yourvillageyoursay24@gmail.com
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Sudoku (medium this month)

9 1
4 1 3
7 6/8|3
5|8 9 4
518 |3
3 2 1
7 615 1
911 |7
4
Last Month’s Solution
914(115|8|7]|6|3|2
5|/3(816(2[4]|9|7 |1
716[219(1(3]5(8 |4
6/ 8|712(4(5]1(9|3
1{5(918(3(6]4|2|7
4(2(3]7|9|1]8|6]|5
819(411(7|2]|3|5(6
211(513(6(|9]|7|4|8
317/(614|5|8]2(1]|9

Mini Sudoku (medium this month)

Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes

so that each of the six separate areas of

the puzzle and each line vertically and
horizontally contains each number only once.
311
4 e NNE
51 Last Month’s Mini
Sudoku Solution
4 6
53 4/6(3]2|1|5
613 115[2])3[(4|6
5(2(4)11|6|3
3[1/6]14]5]2
6(3(115|2|4
2/(4(5]6|3 |1
Page 44

Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser Page
FOOD:

Local Honey 34
Farm Fresh Local Produce 35
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:

Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd 23
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons) 22
John Stuart Funeral Services 13
D J Bewley Funeral Directors 17
MTM Memorials 9
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
Dolman Audio Visual (Audio repairs) 23
Original Pet & People Portraits by local artist 22
Lendology.cic / Wiltshire Council 12
Mander Dufill Chartered Accountants 46
Wiltshire Buildings Record 22
Hiring Now - Agincare Careers 23
Michael Williams Financial Services Ltd 8
Arts Society of North Wiltshre 16
Holistic Massage Treatments 40

Lee Short - Finance & Insurance Consultant 40
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:

Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb) 39
Plasterer (T O’Rourke) 42
Caroline Flack Soft Furnishings 13
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers) 17
KFR (used furniture and white goods) 9
Gray & Amor Ltd, Property Renovation 33
APT Building and Electrical Contractors 37
GARDEN SERVICES:

Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale 40
JHS Garden Services 39
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:

The Rowdey Cow 41
The George and Dragon 36
HEALTH AND FITNESS:

Active Plus for over 60s 16
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty 41
Wiltshire Mind 12
The Sycamore Centre 41
Pilates Classes 38
North Wessex Therapies 7
Cathy’s Yoga Classes 37
PETS & LIVESTOCK:

Whistley Canine Country Club 41
Pup Suey Dog Grooming 13
Dog Walking 34
MISCELLANEOUS:

Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 17
Nursery — Townsend Barn 5
Canal Boat Rental — Foxhangers 38
Arts Together - Ageing Creatively 40
Logs and Kindling 13

And please remember to mention where you saw the
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed
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Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide

Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers

Allotments

Please contact Rowde Parish
Council

Bell Ringing

Contact Michael Cornwell

on 07388 224129
michael.cornwell@btinternet.com

Charities

Silverwood School Charity Trust
silverwoodcharity@silverwood.
wilts.sch.uk
https://www.silverwood.wilts.sch.uk/
charity-trust
www.facebook.com/groups/
silverwoodchar

Church Coordinator

Benefice Administrator:

Sarah Leckie
sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com

Church Choir

Contact Nicola Brown:
nicola_brown@talk21.com
01380 722406

Church Wardens - vacant

Doctor

For list of doctors contact the
Health Commission, Pans Lane,
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717

Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094

Footpaths
Please contact Rowde Parish
Council

Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755

Hospitals

Devizes Community Hospital

Tel: 723511

Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100

Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club

Held in Village Hall and meet at
various dates in the month at 2.30pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049

Local Councils

Wiltshire Council

Tel: 0300 4560100

Devizes Town Council 722160

Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Georgina Dodd

Ring 101

Google devizes npt to contact the
team on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes

Parish Council

Chair - Lisa Wills

Tel: 01380 730078

Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 07752 724096

Playing Fields

For playing field bookings
please contact the Parish
Council Clerk on 01380 501919
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com

Police
Devizes Police Tel: 101

Pubs/Restaurants
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053

Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666

Rowde Book Club
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788

Rifle Club

Practice Wednesdays, Matches
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174

Roads/Pavements

‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios

Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788
Alan Watters, Tel: 07886870053

Rowde Village News December 2024 / January 2025

Rowde Village News
Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788 or
07886870053 watters.alan@gmail.com

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)

Rowde C of E Primary
Academy

High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher 723991

Silverwood School
Head Teacher
Tel: 850309

Agincare at Furlong Close
Tel: 721309

Church Flowers

Caroline Keevil
ck@carolinekeevil.co.uk

Tel: 725483

Flowers for all occasions,
Weddings, Funerals & Anniversaries

TAXI
J Dalley 07592 063789

Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30

Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202

Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com

Youth Club
Josh Wills
rpc.joshwills@gmail.com
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mMander
duffil

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
TAX & FINANCIAL ADVISERS

WHAT WE OFFER: GET IN TOUCH:

* Accountancy and Tax Services @ info@manderduffill.com
* Tax Compliance, Planning and Advice @ 01249 650441
* International Tax Planning and Advice

The Old Post Office
41-43 Market Place

* Company Restructuring Chippenham SN15 3HR

* Business Sales and Acquisitions

* Company and Business Start-ups
* Management Accounts, Bookkeeping and
VAT Services

* Payroll and Auto Enrolment

DEVIZES OFFICE

@ 01380 711441

* Research and Development 45 New Park Street
* Financial Services Devizes SN10 1DT
¢ Investments

* Protection

* Inheritance Tax Planning Offices also in Malmesbury
* Pensions and Retirement Planning and London

Y\ ICAEW
) CHARTERED

Z. ACCOUNTANTS

www.manderduffill.com
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