ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL
www.rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk      clerk@rowdeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Chair: Lisa Wills        Parish Clerk: Vacant

Draft minutes of the general Rowde Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2026 at Rowde Village Hall. Cock Road, Rowde SN10 2PS at 7pm.
Present- L. Wills (Chair), T. Lines (Vice Chair), E. Watt, S. Rigby, R. Carine, S. Taylor, S. Skelhorn, J. Dalley 
In attendance: 7 Members of the Public.
26-27/40             Chairs update
26-27/40.1        The Chair noted that meetings now are recorded solely for internal administrative accuracy during the clerk vacancy Cllr Skelhorn confirmed that he would be making his own recording of the meeting.

No other persons present indicated that they were recording the meeting.

26-27/40.2         Councillors received a report from the chair 
The chair proposed the publication of a Councillor Attendance Register to help with and a website update to include professional headshots of members for better resident identification. The councillor photographs will be added to the next meeting agenda to be discussed. 
The chair Noted the intent to spend up to £100 for Land Registry documents to investigate changes on the Common

26-27/41	 Public Participation
26-27/41.1	Public Participation during this session the following questions/concerns were raised 
· Concerns were raised regarding an aggressive dog and unauthorised caravans on the Common. The chair will raise the concern with the relevant authority. 
· A resident asked for an update on Furlong close, Laura Mayes report states that planning is due to be submitted soon, the chair has contacted Gaigers but hasn’t had a response. 
· Residents highlighted dangerous parking on Cock Road and near junctions at Rowde Court Road and Springfield Road. These will be added to the LHFIG list. it was noted that while double yellow lines are desired, the Council must be mindful that additional parking restrictions may inadvertently displace the problem to other parts of the village.
· A parishioner asked about the yellow lines that are not on cock road, The chair will contact highways.
· A resident enquired about the removal of a bin near the Mind tree Cafe; the Chair explained this was a cost saving measure currently being monitored.
· Concerns were also raised regarding the playground bin in Towerview being misused for the disposal of household waste. The Chair noted that while this is considered fly-tipping, it is difficult to police.
· A suggestion was made for purchasing recycling bins. Cllr Carine volunteered to research costings for the next meeting. 
26-27/41.2	 No Petitions or deputations were received 

26-27/42           Apologies: were received from Cllr Greenwood, Cllr Somerville, and Cllr Josh Wills It was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to accept these apologies. Apologies were also received from Laura Mayes.
                               

26-27/43           Declarations of Interest
26-27/43.1      No declarations of interest were received 



26-27/44           Reports

26-27/44.1     Councillors RECEIVED a report from Cllr Laura Mayes which included information regarding the withdrawal of the Local Plan, current heatwave operational updates, an update on planning at Furlong close and to confirm that she has formally requested that the footpath to Devizes is cleared. The report will be shared with councillors and on the meeting documents on the website.
26-27/44.2       The external meeting schedule was RECEIVED by councillors, The chair will share dates with councillors 
26-27/44.3      RPC Action Plan 2026-27 The Council RECEIVED the updated Action List. The Chair provided a briefing on the status of all ongoing projects, noting that the list had been amended to reflect the completion of the Silverlands goalpost installation and the formal removal of historic items as resolved at the June meeting.

26-27/44.4      The council RECEIVED an update from a meeting with Jamie Mundy LHFIG engineer
· it was Noted that footfall does not currently justify the £95k–£120k cost for a formal school crossing.
· It was Noted that the school does not currently have an active travel plan, which is a significant barrier to securing funding for a crossing.
· It was Noted that Conscience Lane was scheduled for closure on 9th July 2026 for pothole repairs. During the discussion, members expressed concern regarding the efficacy of such works, noting that the road to Conscience Lane has regularly received inadequate repairs that have previously failed within one week of completion.

An extensive discussion followed regarding the poor condition of the footpath to Devizes, councillors argued that the path is currently unusable due to its neglected state, directly contradicting Wiltshire Council’s claims that the route is not maintained because it sees "infrequent use". 
· It was further NOTED that money is being prioritised for repeated repairs on Conscience Lane while the essential pedestrian link to Devizes remains in an appalling state and is "scandalous".
The Council RESOLVED to create a formal plan to challenge Wiltshire Council’s claims of "infrequent use". This plan will include the submission of photographic evidence and community feedback to demonstrate the actual need for a safe, accessible route for parishioners.

A parishioner asked the councillors whether the council have considered trying to get the village a 20mph zone despite Wiltshire Council's claims that a reduced speed limit cannot be justified, the Parish have AGREED to persistently challenge this through regular meetings and "banging on the door" to force action, citing that other local villages have successfully secured such zones.



                                                            
 COUNCILLOR TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 

26-27/45           Councillor Training
26-27/45.1      It was RESOLVED to approve the bespoke training proposal from Chargs. The Chair will confirm the final date, venue and will circulate the full details of the training package to all councillors.
Proposed by Cllr Rigby, seconded by Cllr Watt. RESOLVED with one abstention Cllr Skelhorn, who requested more specific information before voting.


PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND OUTSTANDING MATTERS

26-27/46	Minutes of the previous meetings
26- 27/46. The minutes of the general parish council meeting held on 08.07.2026 Were resolved unanimously as a true record and were signed by Cllr. S Rigby. 



26-27/47           Planning Matters
26-27/47.1      To ratify/consider planning applications received as follows

26-27/47.1a    The Council RESOLVED to ratify the response submitted to the planning portal on 17th June 2026 (approved by a majority of 7 members). The formal submission expressed significant concerns regarding the "huge" scale and visual impact of the mobile home at the village entrance, specifically requesting details on landscaping to mitigate its appearance.

26-27/47.1b    The Council RESOLVED to ratify the response of "No Objection" submitted to the planning portal regarding the proposed agricultural storage building and Padel Court at Lower Farm (majority of 7 members)

26-27/47.1c    PL/2026/03553: Smithwick Farm, The Common, Rowde, Devizes, SN10 1TA
It was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to raise No Objection to the application. The Chair agreed to update the planning portal with this decision.
                               
26-27/47.2	The planning schedule was NOTED The Chair provided the following specific updates from the schedule: retrospective planning application for Oxlea Barn has been approved with conditions. 

26-27/47.3     It was noted that no further planning applications had been received after the agenda was completed the following updates received after the agenda was published were noted:
· PL/2026/03553 (Smithwick Farm): An update was received via email on the afternoon of the meeting, which included amended plans, additional information, and a revised location map.



FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE

26-27/48         The Council RESOLVED to formally accept and note the clarifications provided by the Chair regarding the five areas of financial enquiry raised on 10th June 2026. The Council confirms the following for the public record:

26-27/48.1      Scribe Accounting Software: The initial setup expenditure of £1,366.80 was compliant with Financial Regulation 5.15 (items below £2,000) and was unanimously ratified by the Full Council on 11th February 2026
26-27/48.2      Council Administration Book: The purchase of the Admin Councillor Guide for £144 achieved "best value" by utilising a personal member discount and remains a permanent physical asset of the Parish Council
26-27/48           Printing Costs: The Council’s HP Instant Ink subscription is billed per page and is cost-neutral regarding colour use. The Council will prioritise reducing the volume of hard copies by improving member access to the digital SharePoint system.
26-27/48.4      Unpaid Receipt (Cable Ties): As no record of the original correspondence exists in Council files, any reimbursement remains contingent on the provision of "auditable evidence" (a digital scan or photo of the receipt) as mandated by Financial Regulation 6.3
26-27/48.5      Software Licensing and Security: The Scribe license is held exclusively by Rowde Parish Council. All passwords have been reset, and access is limited to authorised members to ensure the security of parish financial data.

26-27/49         Payments
26-27/49.1     Cllrs RECEIVED the monthly bank reconciliation Cllr Dalley proposed and seconded by Cllr Taylor all in agreement this was an accurate record. 
26-27/49.2     It was NOTED that no additional payments had been added to the delegated payments list this month. The Chair shared catch-up payments were made to Countrywide and Scribe, this were made to ensure audit compliance and address outstanding invoices, were within the existing pre-authorised limits as prescribed by Financial Regulation 5.15
26-27/49.3    Cllrs NOTED the regular payments made since the last meeting in accordance with the 'Pre-approved payment schedule 2026-27’. The Council noted that current bank balances as of 8th July 2026 stood at £6,019.00 in the Community Account, £11,025.88 in the 32-day account, and £30,282.61 in the Precept Account
Cllr Rigby signed the accounts as a correct record. 

26-27/50. Policies
29-27/50.1     It was AGREED to add the printing policy to the next agenda

RECREATION AND WELLBEING
26-27/51         Allotments
26-27/51.1     It was NOTED that no update or invoice has been received regarding the tree survey. The Chair clarified that while a verbal assessment of the trees had been provided previously, the formal written report remains outstanding.
26-27/51.2     It was NOTED that two allotment holders have requested to join the allotment working group. The Chair confirmed that she will share the details of the two allotment holders.
26-27/51.3     It was NOTED that communication with Pegden Contracting is still ongoing


26-27/52        Playground/Sports Field
26-27/52.1   The Council RESOLVED to ratify the appointment of Infinity Playgrounds Limited for playground inspections
26-27/52.2   The Council RECEIVED an update on the acquisition of the 32ft x 10ft redundant steel unit. Key points noted:
The building is smaller than the original application; the planning officer is being consulted to confirm if a formal amendment is required. The total budget is £7,400, comprised of £5,000 in ring-fenced funds (since 2007) and £2,400 from the former Youth Council. The unit will be sited on existing pads within the next two months once the ground is hard.

26-27/52.3   The council received and discussed concerns from Cllr Carine regarding the unit.

1. The council were told the unit had to be bought "within a week". this initial urgency is "misleading and untrue" because the unit remains unpurchased. 
· Cllr Dalley clarified that the unit was not required to be moved immediately; rather, it needed an urgent agreement and a "gentleman's handshake" to ensure the seller held it exclusively for Rowde Parish Council
· The Chair initially understood there was a one-week deadline based on information received, but Cllr Dalley has since totally and utterly refuted that a specific time frame was set.
· Cllr Rigby asked whether there was a written purchase agreement for the redundant steel unit to ensure the seller was formally holding it for the Council and it wouldn't be sold elsewhere the chair agreed to contact the current owner. 
2. There are no plans to show how it will be converted without plans it isn’t possible to know what materials are needed and what additional costs should be accounted for?
· While formal architectural conversion plans were not presented, Cllr Dalley asserted there is "ample" material already inside the building such as timber and sheets of board from the existing five or six toilet cubicles to divide the space and create showers.
· Cllr Dalley believes the existing £7,400 budget (comprised of £5,000 ring-fenced funds and £2,400 from the Youth Council) is sufficient to cover any materials not already found within the unit.
· A request was made for a clarification on what would happen if the ring-fenced budget were not enough. The RFO confirmed that £5000 is the budget and not a penny over. 

3. I would like some formal commitment from people that will carry out the work free of charge.
· In accordance with the Volunteer Policy, the Council has resolved that a documented list of trade-qualified volunteers (plumbers, electricians) must be established. This list is required to ensure all work is signed off by competent individuals) to remain compliant and avoid future unexpected bills. Cllr Dalley has been asked to share the list of volunteers with the chair. 
4. Where will the unit be placed when it arrives gossip is stating it will be placed on the carpark.
· The unit will be delivered through the gate and placed along the line of the tennis court onto concrete pads once the ground is sufficiently hard, within the next two months.
5. Planning has yet to be checked and approved.
· Planning permission was previously granted for a much larger building on the site. Because this new unit is significantly smaller (30 square metres), the Council is currently consulting the Planning Officer to confirm if a formal amendment is required.
·  The Council is also verifying if changing from the planned Klargester system to a septic tank would negatively impact the existing planning application, on the advice of a parishioner with experience he shared that a Klargester is more. 
6. Similar units can be found on the internet cheaper. 
· While Cllr Carine noted seeing similar units online for £300–£600 the Chair’s research into identical specifications found retail prices between £4,500 and £5,995 plus VAT.
7. All members of the council should be included not just the sports field working group in all email communication, communication via WhatsApp is increasing after agreeing it should not be used. 
· While WhatsApp is considered acceptable for simple logistical updates (e.g., arranging a meeting to discuss assets), the Chair noted that group chats can become "malicious and out of hand," and therefore all formal business and committee discussions should remain on the official Council email system.
8. How is the water being bought to the unit. 
· Cllr Dalley explained that a "tee off" for the water supply already exists at the back of the allotments, which was used for the old pavilion. It is currently bunged and simply needs to be reconnected to the new unit.
9. Full costs should include solar panel. 
· Power will be provided via solar panels and batteries, with an estimated cost of £2,500–£3,500 to be funded by the former Youth Council money. Cllr Greenwood is currently looking at solar panels, a concern was raised on what the plan was for winter, Cllr Dalley stated the Parish council own a generator. 

                 
26-27/53        Village Appearance
26-27/53.1   it was NOTED that an email complaint regarding the current state of the Village had been received 
26-27/53.2   it was noted that correspondence from a resident of Bunnies Lane regarding the verges outside her property.
26-27/54       it was AGREED that a list will be create on email for the parish steward and highways.
26-27/55      It was AGREED that actions needed to be made regarding the concerns of the footpath from Rowde to Devizes via the A342 
         
STAFFING

26-27/56      Recruitment of Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
The Council noted the receipt of seven applications for the Parish Clerk/RFO vacancy following the 30th of June deadline. The HR and Staffing Committee confirmed a CV sift is scheduled for 9th July to establish an interview shortlist. It was RESOLVED to hold an extraordinary meeting on Wednesday, 12th August 2026, at 7:00 pm to formally consider the committee’s recommendation and finalise the appointment.
                  
26-27/57       Confirmation of date of next meeting – Wednesday 12th August 2026




	Pre-approved payment schedule 2026-27  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	Purpose  
	Payee  
	Type  
	Frequency   
	Amount  

	Scribe Accounts Software  
	 Scribe  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	£58.50  

	Small grounds maintenance  
	countrywide  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	£288.00  

	Large grounds maintenance  
	countrywide  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	£619.30  

	Bin emptying  
	Grist  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	VARIES  

	Printing  
	HP Instant ink  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	VARIES  

	Litter Pickers Salary   
	E Brown  
	SO  
	Monthly  
	£122.27  

	WALC Membership  
	WALC  
	DD  
	Annually  
	VARIES  

	Parish online mapping software  
	Geoxphere ltd  
	DD  
	Annually  
	£108.00  

	PAYE & NI  
	HMRC NDDS  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	VARIES  

	Information Commissioner's Office  
	ICO  
	DD  
	Annually  
	£47.00  

	Water for allotments  
	Water4business  
	DD  
	6 Monthly  
	VARIES  

	Internet   
	BT GROUP PLC  
	DD  
	Monthly  
	£59.94 

	Donation to Rowde Village Mag  
	Rowde Village Mag  
	SO  
	6x a year   
	£125.00  

	Hire of meeting room  
	Rowde Village Hall  
	BACS  
	Quarterly  
	VARIES  



	Rowde Parish council invoices for July 2026
	
	
	

	Purpose
	Payee
	Type
	Amount 

	Internet
	BT Group PLC
	DD
	£106.34    

	Small Grounds Maintenance
	Countrywide 
	DD
	£288

	Large Grounds Maintenance
	Countrywide 
	DD
	£619.30

	Small Grounds Maintenance
	Countrywide
	DD
	£288

	Scribe accounts
	Starboard Systems 
	DD
	£117.60

	Litter Picker
	E Brown
	SO
	£122.27

	Printing
	HP Instant ink
	DD
	£55.49



