


Minutes of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Wednesday 17th April 2024, 7.30pm, Rowde Village Hall

	
	PRESENT: J Dalley, C Greenwood, M Somerville, C Stevens, J Wills, L Wills, B Zaccarelli
Public audience: 7

	1.
	Apologies: A Humphreys, Cllr Laura Mayes
	

	2.
	Register of pecuniary interests 
M Somerville registered an ongoing pecuniary interest in the grounds maintenance work that he carries out for the village. 
	

	3.
	Resignation of Pat Bryant
It is with sadness that Pat Bryant resigns from the Parish Council due to ill health. P Bryant was thanked for her contributions to the Parish Council and the village of Rowde over many years, including as a key member of the Rowde Village Shop and the Covid Support Group. Pat’s input, knowledge and enthusiasm for the village and its people has been so greatly appreciated. The Parish Council send best wishes to P Bryant and will arrange for a gift to be sent. 
	


Clerk

	4.
	Condolences to Pete Paget, Bromham Parish Council Chairman
Rowde Parish Council shared their condolences with the Chairman of Bromham Parish Council on the recent loss of his wife. 
	

	5.
	Public Question Time
It was asked when Rowde Parish Council is going to repair the Sands Lane track. The Parish Council confirmed that this is now known to be a Wiltshire Council bridleway and Wiltshire Council will maintain it accordingly. 
A request was made for an application to reduce the speed limit on the Common. It is currently the national speed limit. It was noted that the road has become busier and there has been a huge increase in traffic.  Physical damage is being caused to the grass verges as cars over-run. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Parish’s Highways Engineer and ask for advice on what may be possible. 
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	6.
	Wiltshire Council update – update from Councillor Mayes
Cllr Mayes sent apologies for the meeting. 
	

	7.
	Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 13th March 2024
C Stevens proposed and B Zaccarelli seconded that the minutes should be accepted.  All Councillors who were present at the meeting agreed. 
	

	8.
	Matters arising & actions taken from 13th March 2024
It was requested that drainage work across the grassed area of Silverlands Play area did not take place during the Easter holidays. 
The Clerk has asked the Highways representative for their schedule on when the A & B roads will have their gullies emptied. 
The Chairman shared figures of speeders in Rowde with Cllr Mayes. 
The Clerk has reported dead trees on Marsh Lane, adjacent to Rowde Court, to Wiltshire Council for inspection and action.  
	

	9.
	Financial Matters
· Monthly bank reconciliation & monthly invoices for March 2024
March 2024 invoices (total: £3,280.55)
Admin costs: £1,881.03
Ground’s maintenance: £1,166.52
Donation: £125.00
Subscription: £108.00
An additional invoice was presented to the Parish Council from Rowde Village Hall for £54.00.
Proposer C Greenwood, seconded by C Stevens                             

· Notice of accounts submission to internal auditor for Annual Return part 1
· A question was asked about whether it was worthwhile having the online mapping subscription. C Greenwood confirmed that the tool was useful.
	








	10.
	Allotments
Update: M Somerville noted that the site is still very wet. Some tenants are starting to tend their plots. 
There are currently no vacant plots. 
The field gate has been repaired.  
The hedge that borders the allotments with the playing field has been cut. It was noted that the hedge has not been cut for some time. It has now been cut to a more manageable height. The hedge cutting has been booked already for next year. 
· Suggestion for amendment to future tenancy agreement re: bonfires. 
M Somerville discussed the problem with waste accumulating from the allotments, in the car park adjacent to the allotment site.
There will be further discussions on whether burning should be prohibited again at the allotments due to environmental and health reasons. 
L Wills and M Somerville will meet to discuss these concerns. 
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	11.
	Flooding matters
Update from L Wills on the recent Operational Flood Working Group Meeting – Melksham Campus (March 24). 
The meeting was led by Nick Puntis, Wiltshire Cllr with Portfolio for Flooding. 
Danny Everett, Principal Drainage Engineer for Wiltshire Council, reported that this has been the wettest year since 1871. Ditches can not be currently dug because they are too full. Wiltshire Council is using Carbon Technology CCTV to map all of the ditches and gullies in the county. It is estimated that there are over 80k gullies in Wiltshire. 
It was noted that trees have been causing damage to the water courses. The environment department are looking at this as an issue. 
L Wills asked the Operational Group when the gullies on the A342 gullies were going to be cleared. [Update: the gullies were cleared on the A roads through Rowde in w/c 15th April 2024]
The issue about agricultural materials which are unsheeted was raised at the meeting. Cllr Puntis recommended speaking to Cllr Mayes about this issue. 
L Wills also raised concerns about the culvert capacity at the back of Silverlands Road.  Emma Biggs, a Land Drainage Engineer for Wiltshire Council, has agreed to find out the culvert capacity for that area. There was flooding in 2009 which came out into Paradise Lane. It is reported that Wiltshire Council sent a list of actions to Sarsen at that time. It is not known if this remedial work was carried out. 
The issue of the channel that has been dug along the Highway in front of Buena Vista, on Devizes Road, was raised. 
C Greenwood raised concern about inadequate signage along Devizes Road and noted that there are a number of entrances and exits along the road. 
Emergency Plan
L Wills is working on a Community Prepared – Emergency Plan, which would cover events such as flooding, terrorist attacks, heat waves. The parish is looking for people who could help in an emergency, for example people with knowledge of the area, the waterways. 
There will be a community evening for everyone to come along and see if they can be part of the volunteer effort, for example giving shelter to a vulnerable resident if there is a power cut. 
A leaflet has been designed. It will cost £80 to print a copy for everyone in the village. 
L Wills will send the leaflet out to Parish Councillors to proofread. 
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	12.
	Community Engagement & Social Media
Fete 2024 planning
B Zaccarelli gave an update on the plans for Rowde’s Summer festival, which is taking place on Saturday 1st June 2024. There were nine attendees at the last Committee meeting. The main stalls have been agreed, and the food has been organized. It has been suggested that the Mind Tree Café will receive a donation from the profits from the event. 
Volunteers are needed to set up the gazebos on the night before, Friday 31st May. 
It was noted that the grass cutting on the small playing field is not very good. It will need to be cut impeccably for the event, including all of the edges. 
· C Greenwood updated the meeting on a request from the Mind Tree Café to look at the master suite locks on the offices in the administration block. 
Facebook posts
There were no posts to update on. 
Bespoke PC noticeboards: C Greenwood has proposed commissioning 3 bespoke Parish Council noticeboards. One board would be sited at Tanis, another at the allotments, and a further one at the Village Hall. The estimated cost for labour and materials is £1,290.35. There will be an additional cost for fence posts. Two companies have provided quotes for the materials. It was agreed that C Greenwood would approach a third company and ask them to also quote for materials. 
It was proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C Stevens. C Greenwood abstained from the vote. All other Councillors were in favour of the proposal. 
Community good deed: The constructors of the new development at Haymeadow Way have volunteered to carry out a good deed for the benefit of the parish. 
There was some discussion about whether they could be asked to plant the saplings received by the Parish Council some years ago. It has been agreed that the saplings will be donated to a local farmer to ensure that they are not wasted. 
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	13.
	Planning 
PL2024/02280: Car Park Site and Adjoining Footway, High Street, Rowde, SN10 2PN. Full planning application for altered access, stopping up of footway and construction of 2 no. use class C3 dwellings with associated car parking. 
The Parish Council has concerns about the planned reduction of the visibility splay exiting Marsh Lane onto the High Street. There were also concerns about limiting parking spaces further on Marsh Lane. The Parish Council voted to object to the application. 
There was a request for Cllr Mayes to ‘call the application in’. This was proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C Greenwood. Five Parish Councillors voted to call the application in. 
The Clerk will ask Cllr Mayes. 
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	14.
	Highways 
Speed Indicator Device – update.
C Greenwood noted that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) appears to be working well. It was asked when the SID will be moved. There was a discussion about whether the SID should be moved and also whether a second SID should now be purchased. C Greenwood agreed to re-site the current SID. 
The data for March has been submitted to the Police, with kind thanks to J Gray. 
Community Speedwatch – progress on the scheme. 
Community Speedwatch volunteers undertook training on 23 March 2024. 
Complaint about flooding on footpath inside Jubilee Woods, adjacent to Marsh Lane. There has been a request to make this path useable as it continues to flood. L Wills agreed to speak with Wiltshire Council about the drainage in this area. 
Sale of land off The Common: issue with access off the Common: a plot of land is being sold with an easement off the Common. The Parish Council disputes that an easement has been granted over this land. The Parish Council agreed to seek legal advice on the Parish Council position with regards to access across the Common. 
[Josh Wills left the meeting: 9.33pm]. 
Discussion on whether no overtaking signs are needed on Devizes Road
C Greenwood has requested that the Parish Council request a no overtaking sign. 
Request to consider double yellow lines on Rowde Court Road, opposite Walnut Close.
The Parish Council discussed the request. The Parish Council considers that this may move any parking issues further around the village. 
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	15.
	Playing field and Play Areas
Tennis Court: the court has been re-lined. Glass has been broken on the court. Thank you to M Somerville who has cleared it up. 
The Parish Council has received a quotation to replace the tennis court net for £349.   
The purchase of this net was proposed by B Zaccarelli, seconded by M Somerville. All Councillors were in favour. The Parish Council did not vote to pay for the disposal of the old net. It will be kept as a spare net. 
Grass Cutting:  J Dalley complained about the grounds maintenance contractor and informed the Parish Council that the grassed play areas had not been cut this calendar year.  J Dalley noted that the contract should have recommenced on 1st March 2024.  It was also noted that the ground has been very wet so far this year. An interim cut may be arranged to get on top of the current length of grass. It was agreed to ask an alternative contractor to quote for the work. 
Goal posts: There are concerns that the goal posts on the large playing field are rusting.  
It was suggested that the contractors at Haymeadow Way may undertake sanding and painting the goal posts. It was also proposed that they may wish to sand and repaint the benches on the Hill. 
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	16.
	Correspondence
The Parish Council has received a claim for damage to a motor vehicle that took place on Sands Lane. The Parish Council has passed the claim to their insurers. 
	

	17.
	Date of next Parish Council meetings
· Wednesday 8th May 2024, 7.00pm, Rowde Primary School Annual Village meeting followed by Annual and Ordinary Parish Council meetings.   
Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings. 
	



A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for authorisation.  


Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................
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