

 
Draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Wednesday 12th July 2023, 7.30pm, Rowde Village Hall

	
	PRESENT: P Brown (Chair), J Dalley, C Greenwood, A Humphreys, T Humphreys, M Somerville, B Zaccarelli P Bryant, L Wills & Josh Wills
Cllr Laura Mayes 
Public audience: 13

	1.
	Apologies: C Stevens
	

	2.
	Chairman’s five minutes
There were no further items to raise. 
	

	3.
	Register of pecuniary interests
M Somerville registered an interest in any grounds maintenance invoices that he has submitted. 
P Brown registered an interest in the litter collecting invoice. Neither party voted on approving the payments. 
	

	4.
	Update from Julie Baker, Treasurer of the Rowde Village News – regarding finance for the publication. 
Julie Baker provided income and expenditure figures for the Rowde Village News dating back to 2018. The team has slightly reduced the number of pages per issue to reduce printing costs. The Parish Council has donated £400 to the printing of the publication since May 2023: £150 as a one-off payment to help towards printing the colour Coronation issue; £250 as an interim donation from the precept. This payment will go towards the costs of printing the June/July and the August/September issues. 
The magazine is funded by advertisers and the donation from the Parish Council precept. 
A question was asked about whether the team would consider sending out copies by email, for those that requested it. Alan Watters, Editor of the magazine, noted that the magazine is currently delivered in paper format to every household. It is a guaranteed way to get information to every household in the parish. 
A question was asked about charging for the publication. A Watters responded that it would be difficult to predict print numbers and costs this way. 
A suggestion was made to make it possible for residents to make voluntary donations towards the cost of the publication. A Watters said that he would include a note about this in the publication. 
The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council donates £125.00 towards each edition of the Rowde Village News (s. 137). It was asked if the Rowde Village News can raise an invoice for each copy for the Parish Council. The proposal was seconded by J Dalley. All Councillors were in favour. 
	

	5.
	Update from Alice Simpson, Headteacher for Rowde Primary Academy
A Simpson informed the meeting that she will be the permanent Headteacher for Rowde Primary Academy School from September 2023. 
A Simpson spoke about the reasons for submitting a planning application to remove the swimming pool and to create additional parking spaces and to install EV charging points. The swimming pool has not been used for a number of years and is in a dire condition. 
The swimming pool is no longer considered a safe depth for Key stage 2 pupils. There are safeguarding issues around the lack of changing room facilities. The pool is difficult and expensive to manage. The planning application proposes filling in the pool, to create a new drop and go area, an overflow car park and to install 3 EV charging points.  The EV charging points would be available for the community to use outside of school hours. 
· Planning Application: PL/2023/05341, Rowde Primary School, High Street, Rowde, Devizes, SN10 2ND Full planning permission to In-fill swimming pool, create new parking layout (7 extra spaces) with drop off zone and EV parking bays. Date for comments: 3/8/23
A question was asked about the current swimming provision for the school children. The children are currently taken by bus (which the school has to fund) to Dauntsey’s school to use their swimming pool for the curriculum swimming lessons. 
The Chairman noted that he could not see an alternative to the proposal to remove the swimming pool. The Parish Council agreed to support the application on the grounds given. 
	

	6.
	Public Question Time
A member of the public noted that you can not see the speed limit sign on entering Rowde from Devizes. It was advised to report this on the My Wilts App. The ‘School’ warning sign is also obscured by hedgerow. The 30mph speed limit sign is very faded. The Clerk will report these issues too. 
A member of the public raised concern about speeding in the village, especially on the High Street, near to the George and Dragon. They thought that the SID was a waste of money. C Greenwood has volunteered to re-instate the Community Speedwatch Group.
It was asked if the Rowde Village News could include an advert for new members for the Community Speedwatch team. 
The Neighbourhood Policing team have been out in the village checking for speeders. 
A Watters asked if the 50mph speed limit could be moved past the junction of Furlong Close and around Broad Corner. It is a complicated and expensive process to request a change to a speed limit. The Parish Council noted that the Speed Indicator Device will be moved to the entrance of Furlong Close in the next week. It is hoped that this will help reduce speeding in this area.  
A member of the public noted that the trees on Marsh Lane, opposite the entrance to Furlong Close need cutting back as they are overhanging the road. This will be reported to Highways. 
A resident is concerned about the dead sycamore tree which has grown through the wall on the High Street from Maundrell Close. This is Aster’s responsibility. The Clerk will contact Aster about the tree and the damaged wall. 
A complaint was made about the hedge being cut along the driveway to the Church. 
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	7.
	Wiltshire Council update – Cllr Mayes – Wiltshire Councillor for Bromham, Rowde and Roundway. 
Local Plan: There was a Wiltshire Council Cabinet review of the Wiltshire Local Plan on Tuesday 11th July 2023. This is the plan for how Wiltshire Council will oversee housing targets over the period up until 2038. If the Council does not make a plan, targets will be imposed by central government. The Council can be proactive with a plan and allocate appropriate sites for development. There will be a consultation period for residents from September 2023. Some areas will be designated to have a lot of development. Devizes needs to build an additional 980 houses but 936 are already committed so needs to find an additional 40 to meet the new target. The total target number of houses for Rowde to build up to 2038 is 47. It has been reduced from 67 as there are already 20 houses committed or built.  
Any new build will have to be carbon neutral. There will be a more flexible approach to rural exception sites. 40% of a site development will have to supply low cost housing. Wiltshire Council has worked hard on this plan to ensure there is adequate housing to meet the need. 
Q. A member of the audience asked if the new houses proposed for land adjacent to Reed Place have been included in the figure for Rowde. The answer is yes.
A comment was made that the number of houses required for Rowde is disproportionate to the figure requested for Devizes and that the figure should be challenged. It was stated that Rowde is a village without facilities. Cllr Mayes responded that there will be a consultation period on the plan for residents to express their views. 
Further questions were asked about the proportion of Rowde’s housing target compared with that of the Devizes Neighbourhood Area, which is 170. Rowde is not part of the Devizes Neighbour Area until the new Neighbourhood Plan has been completed. It was noted that the Devizes Neighbourhood Area Steering group should be involved with this process. It was asked what the original figure was for the Devizes Area and what has been taken off. 
Reed Place: A complaint has been made to Wiltshire Council by a resident of Reed Place about residents using the field gate to access land adjacent to Reed Place. The complainant is concerned about noise coming from the field gate and dog walkers not picking up their dog waste. 
Wiltshire Council confirms that the permissive path can be accessed through the field gate off Reed Place. A rubber bung has been fitted to the gate to lessen the noise. 
Further access to the permissive path will be created through the new development off Reed Place (Hay Meadow Way). This will give walkers two routes to access the permissive paths to reduce traffic through one gate. 
Devizes Road pavement: weedkilling. The weeds have been sprayed by Rowde Parish Council. Representatives from the Parish Council will meet with Matt Perrott, Wiltshire Council Highways representative, when the weeds have died back. The dead weeds will need to be removed. If a wire brush is used, this could damage the surface of the pavement. Matt Perrott has agreed to maintain a programme of weedkilling. J Dalley suggested that the path needs retarmacking. 
J Dalley asked what the long term plan for the maintenance of the pavement is. Cllr Mayes noted that the issue is being looked at and a plan will be worked out. 
It was noted that the hedge along Lower Farm needs to be cut back. J Dalley agreed to speak to the landowner about it. 
{P Bryant left the meeting: 8.50pm}. 
Further Wiltshire Council update:
· Silverwood School –  there will be roadworks on the A342 on Saturday 22nd July and Sunday 23rd July for work by SSE.
· There is a public consultation open on the draft housing design guide for Wiltshire – until 30th July 2023 
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	8.
	Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th June 2023
A Humphreys proposed and B Zaccarelli seconded that the minutes should be accepted.  All Councillors who were present at the meeting agreed.
	

	9.
	Matters arising & actions taken from 14th June 2023
Tanis footpath:  The need for a footpath was queried. A resident from Tanis said she was not asked about whether residents wanted to have a footpath or not. It was agreed to ask residents in Tanis again if they would like to have a footpath. It is not possible to put the footpath roadside. The cost would be in excess of £100k. 
· The Clerk has asked the grounds worker to cut back the grass verge at the Hangings footpath. 
· Parish Councillors supported the Village Hall AGM on 3rd July 2023. 
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	10.
	Finance Matters
· Monthly bank reconciliation & monthly invoices for June 2023
June 2023 invoices (total: £3,117.17)
Admin costs: £1,866.65
Grounds’ maintenance: £767.77
Playgrounds: £482.75
Additional payments were approved: 
Village hall £72.00 
Steel: pedestrian barrier £392.96 incl. vat 
A question was asked about purchasing a ready made pedestrian barrier. M Humphreys expressed frustration to J Dalley about being asked to get prices for ready made barriers when steel was then purchased to make a barrier. A question was asked about further additional costs on the project. Postcrete and augur will be needed.
It was proposed by C Greenwood, seconded by M Somerville to pay the invoices. All Councillors were in favour.
· Donation to Rowde Village Hall. It was suggested that the Parish Council gives a donation of £200 from the precept towards the cost of the new boiler. Proposed by P Brown, seconded by T Humphreys. All Councillors were in favour. It was confirmed that J Dalley, C Greenwood and C Stevens are now on the Village Hall Committee. 
	

	11.
	Playing field
There was a discussion on whether to purchase a container for use on the playing field as changing facilities. T Humphreys agreed with M Somerville that there should be a business plan for use of the field before money is spent there. T Humphreys expressed annoyance that himself and M Humphreys had been asked to look for quotes for a container which were now not being considered further. T Humphreys stated that J Dalley had made an insult about his wife and said his family had been impacted by this. 

It was agreed not to pursue any of the quotations obtained to purchase a container at this time due to the following reasons:
Adult football teams require showers. The container would not be equipped with showers. 
The container could freeze in the winter time. 
It is a lot of money to spend without guaranteed football teams using it. 
It was suggested that a playing field association should be set up before large sums of money are spent on facilities. 

P Brown asked M Humphreys if she would be involved in setting up a playing field association. M Humphreys stated that she could not work with J Dalley after J Dalley had referred to her by an offensive name in a private conversation, following her resignation after the June Parish Council meeting. The Chair had previously asked for this not to be disclosed at the Parish Council meeting. Cllr Dalley told the Chairman that he would need to stop the meeting. 
The meeting was suspended for 10 minutes. 
{T Humphreys, M Humphreys, J Wills left the meeting: 9.40pm}
The Chairman apologised to members of the public for the outburst.

Grounds Maintenance: it was agreed to continue to monitor the grass cutting. 
	

	12.
	Play Areas
Silverlands Play Area: new equipment is currently being installed at Silverlands Play Area. 
There was a discussion on the purchase of goal mouths for Silverlands Play Area and it was agreed that metal posts would be preferable to plastic. J Dalley agreed to look into this. 
	

	13.
	Community Engagement & social media
B Zaccarelli suggested saving the first Saturday of every June for a community event/fete.  
	

	14.
	Village Appearance
Planters: It was suggested to spend a further £50 on bulbs for the planter on the Hill. Proposed by B Zaccarelli and seconded by L Wills. All Councillors remaining at the meeting were in favour. 
The Parish Council noted that the planters on the High Street, by Manor Farm need attention. 
Flags – B Zaccarelli noted the poor condition that the flags are now in. It was agreed to buy a new Union flag, and a new Ukrainian flag. L Wills asked about flying the Wiltshire flag and agreed to look into whether permission was needed from Wiltshire Council to do this. 
Signage – the Parish Council thanked C Keevil for putting up the pedestrian sign on the church gate. 
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	15.
	Allotments
· There has been a problem with wasps.  
· M Somerville and the Clerk will meet to discuss vacant plots. 
	


	16.
	Highways 
Wessex Water Improvement Scheme: see item 17. 
Parish Steward: The Parish Council thanked C Greenwood for his work with the Parish Steward.
	




	17.
	Planning
Planning application: PL/2023/04363. Lower Farm, Devizes Road. Full Planning Permission: Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) and change of use to flexible commercial use (B8 & E) Full planning. Date for comments 13/7/23. The Parish Council supported the application. 
Planning application: PL/2023/04824 - Hard standing yard area (at Ox House) accessed off Dunkirk Hill, North West of Devizes, SN10 2LU. Full Planning Permission. Proposal: Use of an existing hard standing area for a temporary construction compound required to facilitate the installation of a new water main which will improve the water quality in Devizes town centre. Date for comments 27-07-2023. The entrance to the site is the problem, with a poor visibility splay and the yard’s distance from the gate. The yard could be set back further to ensure traffic clears the entrance safely. There were concerns about vehicles with large equipment coming in and out of the site. It is estimated that there will be five movements a day. This could drastically increase.  The Parish Council voted no objections to the application but with conditions. The conditions are to improve the access with a double entrance, to widen the visibility splay and to restrict the number of traffic movements in a day. 
There is concern about the current use of Ox House Farm for storing and cleaning chemical toilets. This is being looked at by Wiltshire Council.  

Neighbourhood Plan update – a draft copy of the plan has been circulated to members of the Steering group for comment. 

Request by Merchant Venturers to meet with representatives of the Parish Council to discuss a potential cycle route. It was agreed to arrange a meeting with P Brown, c Greenwood, L Wills and J Dalley. Cllr Mayes should be invited to attend. 
	

	18.
	Correspondence
There was no further correspondence to report. 
	

	19.
	Date of next Parish Council meetings
· Wednesday 13th September 2023, 7.30pm, Rowde Village Hall. 
· There is no Parish Council meeting in August. 
Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings. 
	



A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for authorisation.  


	Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................
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